
By  
Johnathan Ledbetter, MPH 

Influenza-Associated Adult 
Mortality Surveillance Project 



Background 
 Receive inquiries about the number of 

influenza-associated deaths that have occurred 
in Texas for an influenza season 

 DSHS provides influenza-associated pediatric 
mortality numbers 



Purpose 
 To research the possibility of conducting 

influenza-associated adult mortality 
surveillance in the state 
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Project Activities 
 Query other state influenza surveillance 

coordinators  
 Query Regional and Local Health Department 

Counties in Texas  
 Partner with DSHS Vital Statistics Unit 



Query of Other State Influenza 
Surveillance Coordinators 
 Email sent to all state influenza surveillance coordinators  
 Email contained the following questions 

 Is influenza-associated adult morality reporting voluntary or 
mandated by law in your state? 

 How does your state health department inform public health 
stakeholders about influenza-associated adult mortality 
surveillance? 

 What are some strategies that your state health department 
used to get local health departments, healthcare providers and 
other individuals to participate in influenza-associated adult 
mortality surveillance? 

 What is the timeframe for reporting an influenza-associated 
adult morality case in your state (e.g. immediately, within 1 
business day, etc.)? 

 What case definition(s) are used in your state for this type of 
reporting? 



Query of Other State Influenza 
Surveillance Coordinators 
 Email contained the following questions 

 What are the laboratory criteria for diagnosis? 
 What type of case classification s does your state have for 

this type of reporting (e.g. confirmed, not a case, etc.)? 
 How is the surveillance completed logistically (e.g. search of 

vital records, passive reporting, sentinel surveillance, etc.)? 
 Where does the influenza-associated adult mortality data 

come from? 
 Is there a standardized collection form that is used in the 

state to collect adult deaths associated with influenza?   
 What are the limitations of death data in your state? 
 How did your health department set up your surveillance 

system? 



Query of Other State Influenza 
Surveillance Coordinators Responses 

 8 state influenza surveillance coordinators 
responded to the email 

 Responses 
 One state does not conduct surveillance for 

influenza-associated adult deaths 
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Query of Other State Influenza Surveillance 
Coordinators Responses 

Questions Summary of Responses 







Query of Other State Influenza Surveillance 
Coordinators Responses 



Query of Regional and Local Health 
Department  
 Email sent to Regional Influenza Surveillance 

Coordinators 
 Asked Regional Flu Surveillance Coordinators to 

forward to LHDs 
 Email contained the following questions 
 Is influenza-associated adult morality reporting 

voluntary or mandatory? 
 How does your local health department inform public 

health stakeholders about influenza-associated adult 
mortality surveillance? 

 What are some strategies that your local health 
department uses to get healthcare providers and other 
individuals to participate in influenza-associated adult 
mortality surveillance? 

 



Query of Regional and Local Health 
Department  
 Email contained the following questions 
 What case definition(s) are used in your 

jurisdiction for this type of reporting? 
 How is the surveillance completed logistically 

(e.g. search of vital records, passive reporting, 
sentinel surveillance, etc.)? 

 Where does the influenza-associated adult 
morality data come from? 

 Is there a standardized collection form that is 
used in your jurisdiction to collect adult deaths 
associated with influenza?   

 How did your health department set up your 
surveillance system? 
 



Query of Regional and Local Health 
Department Responses 
 Five local health department counties 

responded to the questions 



Query of Regional and Local Health 
Department Responses 
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Query of Regional and Local Health 
Department  Responses 



Working with Vital Statistics Unit 
(VSU) 
 Spoke with a person in VSU about setting up and 

sending influenza-associated mortality data  
from death certificates 

 In the process of creating an agreement with 
VSU  

 Identified ICD-10 codes that will used to search 
death certificates for influenza associated 
deaths   



Working with Vital Statistics Unit 
(VSU) 
 Identified data elements to be included in the 

report 
 Some data elements were 
 Name 
 Age 
 Race 
 County of Residence 
 Date of Death 
 Immediate Cause of Death 



Next Steps in the Project 
 Finalize agreement with VSU 
 Have VSU influenza-associated mortality reports 

sent to Flu Team  
 Analyze the data in the report  
 Incorporate the data into the weekly state 

influenza report  



Questions? 



Discussion on 
Influenza-Associated 

Death Surveillance 
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