Texas Board of Orthotics and Prosthetics

June 20, 2003, Regular Board Meeting Minutes
The Texas Board of Orthotics and Prosthetics met June 20, 2003, 9:00 a.m., at the Texas Department of Health, Exchange Building, Austin, Texas.  This was the Board’s 31st regular meeting.

Members Present:
Scott Atha, Erin Berling, Wanda Furgason, Richard Neider, and Stanley Thomas.
Member Absent:
Lupe Young

TDH Staff Present:
Eileen Hartman, Marsha Lawson, Dan Meador, Mireya Uribe-Warren, Heather Muehr, Debbie Peterson, and Jim Zukowski.


Item #  1:
Call to Order.  (Stanley Thomas)

Mr. Thomas called the meeting to order at 10:35 a.m. Lupe Young was absent.  Everyone was introduced.  Two new members of the Board, Erin Berling and Richard Neider, appointed by Governor Rick Perry, were introduced.

Item #  2:
Approval of the minutes from the March 7, 2003, meeting.  (Stanley Thomas)

Discussion by Richard Neider was made to correct a typographical error in Item # 12 from “…they could lose their facility accreditation, unless it happens again…” to “…they could lose their facility accreditation, if it happens again…”.  A motion was made to approve the minutes as amended by Mr. Neider. The minutes were approved as amended.

Item #  3:
Presiding Officer’s Report.  (Stanley Thomas)

No report was given.

Item #  4:
Division Director’s Report:  (Debbie Peterson, Assistant Division Director)

Ms. Peterson reported on the Board’s budget.  Budget starts September 1st and goes through August 31st.  Total program costs through May 2003 are $97,405.  Revenue is up, $120,028.  Benefits of the fee increases are being reflected and this is the two year cycle of renewals.

Dr. Zukowski reported on legislation that passed affecting this program.  House Bill 2292 calls for a massive reorganization of the Health and Human Services Department, renaming the Texas Department of Health (TDH) the Department of State Health Services.  TDH will be combined with the MH portion of MHMR and Alcohol and Drug Abuse Commission will also be coming to the Department of State Health Services.  The Department of Human Services is basically being eliminated and all of the program services are being farmed out to different entities.  This bill calls for a mandatory two-year cycle for renewals and for a reorganization of our services based on functionalization or functional units to be programmatic functions instead of licensing function.  Dr. Zukowski continued with the levels of duties to be divided into units.  He also stated that the Board and the Board’s staff will not lose their identity.

Another bill that passed was HB660 basically allowing the boards to request criminal history information.
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Also passing was HB2985 which establishes the Office of Patient Protection. 

A report was given on the three bills affecting this Board.  HB419, by Fisher which repeals the confidentiality of complaint information, allowing more information available to the public;  HB660, by Allen gives all health professions the ability to check complete criminal history on both, new applications and renewals;  and SB161, by Nelson, equalizes enforcement actions among the Boards, giving all Boards the same authority.

The cost of the integrated software requested is $5 million and because we will not be able to get that amount, possibly a rider will be attached to the appropriations act, giving the Department the authority to increase revenue of all programs by ten percent.

It was also reported that the Board of Health passed a rule regarding enforcement of disciplinary action on the Internet.  Most boards want to follow this rule.  This would allow the Board to post a licensee’s disciplinary actions, as well as analysis and trends information on the Internet.

Item #  5:
Executive Director’s Report.  (Heather Muehr)

Ms. Muehr’s report included the problems being experienced with the Sybase Data System for O&P.

Ms. Eileen Hartman gave a report on the O&P examinations.  She said that fewer people are taking the exam.  A  report copy of the number of people taking the examination, the number of people passing and the mean score was reviewed.

Item #6:
The Complaint Report was given by Ms. Muehr on the number of complaints received, resolved, opened and how many days it took to resolve them.

Mr. Atha said he would like to meet to go over complaints more frequently.

Item #  7:
Public Comment.
No commenters.

Item #  8:
Debbie Peterson discussed any possible action concerning the FY2003 Budget.  The FY 2002 total revenue was $138,891.00, as opposed to FY 2001, which was $200,275.00.  Most of FY2001 is for investigating complaints.  The estimated FY 2004 budget is $133,000.00.  By looking at the quarterly expenditures for FY2004, the Board may be about $10,000.00 short.

Item #  9:
The Board approved and/or disapproved 11 licensure applications from individuals, approving eight and denying three.  Scott Atha and Richard Neider abstained from voting on one application.

Item # 10:
The Board heard from an applicant requesting to take the examination prior to completing a required course due to the area of the state where he resides being low population and far from any larger colleges.  The course has been canceled several times due to budget restraints.

The Board discussed the situation and Scott Atha made a motion and Wanda Ferguson seconded to allow the applicant to take the examination prior to completing the course.  Motion carried.
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Item # 11:
The Board approved and/or disapproved 16 facility accreditation applications approving ten, and tabling six pending a deficiency.
Item # 12:
The Board discussed questions relating to licensure requirement and facility accreditation requirements.

Item #13:
A motion was made and approved for the recognition of Kenneth (Randy) Hart’s service to the Texas Board of Orthotics and Prosthetics.
Item #14:
Items for future consideration are Resolution for Thomas Lunsford, election of officers, appointment of additional committee(s), and upcoming rule amendments.
Item # 15:
The Board discussed a future meeting date.  The next meeting will be held September 12, 2003, in Austin.

Item # 16:
The meeting adjourned at 2:00 p.m.


Stanley Thomas





Heather Muehr

Presiding Officer





Executive Director

