Texas Board Of Orthotics And Prosthetics

September 26, 2003, Regular Board Meeting Minutes

The Texas Board of Orthotics and Prosthetics met September 26, 2003, 10:00 a.m., at the Texas Department of Health, Exchange Building in S-402, in Austin, Texas.  This was the Board’s 32nd regular meeting.

Members Present:  
Scott Atha, Erin Berling, Wanda Furgason, Richard Neider, and Stanley Thomas.

Member Absent:  
Lupe Young

TDH Staff Present: 
Heather Muehr, Debbie Peterson, Dan Meador, and Yvonne Cortez

Item # 1:
Call to order (Stanley Thomas)



Mr. Thomas called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.  Lupe Young was absent.

Item # 2:
Review and approve minutes of the Board meeting held June 20, 2003 

(Stanley Thomas)

Mr. Atha made a motion to approve the minutes.  Richard Neider seconded the motion.  The minutes were approved as written.

Item # 3:
Presiding Officer’s Report (Stanley Thomas)


Mr. Thomas received a call from Lupe Young.  She will be resigning.

Item # 4:
Professional Licensing and Certification Division Director’s Report (Debbie Peterson, Assistant Division Director)


Ms. Peterson reported on the Board’s overall budget for fiscal year 2003.  The forecasted cost based on previous quarters is $132,000.  The exact revenue is $148,483.  The revenue is up approximately $23,000 from last fiscal year 2002.  Fiscal year 2002 ended with revenue of $125,000 and fiscal year 2001 ended with revenue of $137,000.  Ms. Peterson predicts fiscal year 2004 to be a good year.

A new organizational structure within the Professional Licensing and Certification Division went into effect on September 1, 2003.  Predicted outcomes are less cost to programs and an improved complaint process.  The reorganization is going well, as expected.

Heather will be training another employee on Sybase to assist with the licensure process.  This employee will work along side Marsha.  This will improve the licensure process.

Yvonne Cortez, of the Complaint and Board Support Unit, was introduced to the board.

Six boards will be going under Sunset review.  O&P is not included in this round.  

O&P is not due for review until September 2009.

Internal Audit will be auditing PLCD in the spring.

Item # 5
Executive Director’s Report (Heather Muehr)

The next O&P exam will take place on Saturday, October 25, 2003.  

No customer service cards have been received since the last board meeting was held on June 20, 2003.  

If O&P is included in the online renewal system, Stephen Mills will provide an implementation schedule.  There is a 60-day implementation period.

A $2 fee will be added to renewals to fund the Office of Patient Protection.  A $5 fee will be added to new applications.  This fee applies to all boards.

Letters will be sent to currently licensed facilities to remind them to ensure the practitioners in charge are updated with the board.  There is a fee for this.

Online verifications are back up and running again.  

Item # 6
Complaint report pursuant to Board Rule 22 Texas Administrative Code, §821.39 (e) (Heather Muehr)


Ms. Muehr discussed the complaint report.  Since 1999, 122 complaints were received, 101 complaints have been resolved, and there are currently 21 open complaints.  The average number of days for complaint resolution was 322 days.

Item # 7
Public Comment
No public comments were made.  Members of the Board, TDH staff, and public introduced themselves.

Item # 8
Review, discussion, and possible action concerning the Budget
The budget was previously discussed under Item #4.  Budget reports are not available at this time because 4th quarter expenditures have not posted on PeopleSoft.  Reports will be available at the next meeting.

Item # 9
Review, discussion, and possible action to approve or disapprove pending licensure applications
The board reviewed eight licensure applications; all were approved.

Item # 10
Review, discussion, and possible action concerning the application of Ronald G. Nelson
Mr. Neider made a motion to approve the application of Ronald G. Nelson.  Ms. Furgason seconded the motion.  The motion passed.

Item # 11
Final decision concerning the State Office of Administrative Hearings’ Proposal for Decision concerning James G. Pelletier
John Genung, attorney for James Pelletier addressed the members.  Mr. Genung requested that Mr. Atha recuse himself.  Mr. Atha complied with the request.  Ms. Berling also recused herself.  Richard Neider made a motion to sustain the judge’s decision.  Wanda Furgason seconded.  The motion passed.

Item # 12
Review, discussion, and possible action to approve or disapprove pending facility accreditation applications

The board reviewed 15 applications; 14 were approved and one was denied.

Item # 13
Review, discussion, and possible action regarding questions relating to licensure requirements and facility accreditation requirements
The Board directed staff to make additions to the facility application.  The addition should request a list of all facilities where the practitioner is currently in charge.  Additionally, the practitioner in charge must provide a work schedule showing dates and times that they are available at each facility.  The Board would like to require that pictures of the fabrication area and front entrance be included with the application.  All pictures need to show wheelchair accessibility.  Pictures should be labeled.  Expand 7a on the application to show the percentage of ownership.  Add another line for designation of a safety manager and update fee section of rules to include a $100 charge for changing designated safety manager.

On the licensure application omit the drug & mental health related questions.  

Item # 14
Items for future consideration
The board needs to determine if they want to give the executive director the authority to approve certain applications.  At this point the board will continue to review all applications.  

Item # 15
Election of officers

Mr. Atha nominated Ms. Furgason for presiding officer.  Ms. Berling seconded the motion.  Mr. Neider moved to close.  The nomination was passed.  Mr. Thomas nominated Mr. Neider for secretary.  Mr. Atha seconded the motion.  The nomination was passed.

Item # 16
Future meeting dates and locations

The next meeting will be held on Friday, January 16, 2004 at 10:00 a.m.

Item # 17
Adjournment


Ms. Furgason adjourned the meeting at 2:15 p.m.

________________________________________

Wanda Furgason, Presiding Officer

________________________________________

Heather Muehr, Executive Director

