
Laminectomies and/or Spinal Fusions in Texas, 2001

Texas (2001): 2.53
 

Abilene 25,468 669 2.63
Amarillo 29,472 1,283 4.35
Austin 72,097 1,840 2.55
Beaumont 54,013 1,281 2.37
Bryan 14,939 344 2.30
Corpus Christi 52,253 1,093 2.09
Dallas 262,962 7,530 2.86
East Texas 5,068 104 2.05
El Paso 44,135 881 2.00
Fort Worth 119,930 3,986 3.32
Harlingen 34,567 666 1.93
Houston 400,719 8,587 2.14
Longview 18,565 623 3.36
Lubbock 45,353 1,233 2.72
McAllen 31,805 473 1.49
Odessa 24,992 1,069 4.28
San Angelo 14,090 572 4.06
San Antonio 149,826 4,078 2.72
Temple 23,433 468 2.00
Texarkana 11,703 369 3.15
Tyler 52,014 1,358 2.61
Victoria 15,791 294 1.86
Waco 25,548 937 3.67
Wichita Falls 14,595 636 4.36

Source: Texas Hospital Inpatient Discharge Data, 2001.  Texas Health Care Information Council, December 2002.
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Laminectomy  (removal of a portion of vertebra) and spinal fusion (stabilization of a part of the spine by fusing vertebrae together) are commonly performed for 
chronic back pain. Utilization of these procedures vary substantially by source of insurance, type of facility (teaching vs. nonteaching), and other nonclinical 
demographics. There is some evidence to suggest that nonsurgical treatment may produce similar outcomes, and few evidence-based studies exist comparing one 
form of therapy to another. Inpatient discharges related to pregnancy and childbirth (maternal discharges) are excluded from the table.
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Laminectomies and/or Spinal Fusions in Texas, 2000

Texas (2000): 2.54

 
Abilene 25,042 670 2.68
Amarillo 25,693 1,026 3.99
Austin 66,318 1,805 2.72
Beaumont 50,793 1,246 2.45
Bryan 13,976 306 2.19
Corpus Christi 51,204 963 1.88
Dallas 257,242 7,332 2.85
East Texas 4,731 94 1.99
El Paso 42,780 819 1.91
Fort Worth 112,692 3,970 3.52
Harlingen 32,953 484 1.47
Houston 387,693 8,222 2.12
Longview 17,539 585 3.34
Lubbock 44,118 1,109 2.51
McAllen 30,743 358 1.16
Odessa 23,878 994 4.16
San Angelo 13,630 656 4.81
San Antonio 132,060 3,844 2.91
Temple 21,881 418 1.91
Texarkana 10,549 315 2.99
Tyler 51,365 1,225 2.38
Victoria 15,582 278 1.78
Waco 23,836 1,077 4.52
Wichita Falls 14,519 722 4.97

Source: Texas Hospital Inpatient Discharge Data, 2000.  Texas Health Care Information Council, December 2001.
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Laminectomy  (removal of a portion of vertebra) and spinal fusion (stabilization of a part of the spine by fusing vertebrae together) are commonly performed for 
chronic back pain. Utilization of these procedures vary substantially by source of insurance, type of facility (teaching vs. nonteaching), and other nonclinical 
demographics. There is some evidence to suggest that nonsurgical treatment may produce similar outcomes, and few evidence-based studies exist comparing one 
form of therapy to another. Inpatient discharges related to pregnancy and childbirth (maternal discharges) are excluded from the table.

1,666,483 42,249

All non-
maternal 

discharges 
age 18 or 

older

All non-maternal 
discharges age 
18 or older with 
laminectomies 
and/or spinal 

fusionsTexas 

Number of Laminectomies and/or Spinal Fusions 
per 100 Non-Maternal Discharges Age 18 or Older

1.88

2.12

2.38

2.51

2.85

2.99

3.34

3.52

4.16

4.52

4.81

4.97

3.99

2.91

2.72

2.68

2.45

2.19

1.99

1.91

1.91

1.78

1.47
1.16

0.00 1.00 2.00 3.00 4.00 5.00 6.00

McAllen

Harlingen

Victoria

Corpus Christi

Temple

El Paso

East Texas

Houston

Bryan

Tyler

Beaumont

Lubbock

Abilene

Austin

Dallas

San Antonio

Texarkana

Longview

Fort Worth

Amarillo

Odessa

Waco

San Angelo

Wichita Falls

Texas average
2.54



Laminectomies and/or Spinal Fusions in Texas, 1999

Texas (1999): 1,581,449 38,245 2.42

Hospital  
Referral Region: Abilene 26,603 577 2.17

Amarillo 26,716 944 3.53
Austin 70,132 2,001 2.85
Beaumont 51,284 1,299 2.53
Bryan 15,309 290 1.89
Corpus Christi 57,062 899 1.58
Dallas 268,756 6,881 2.56
East Texas 4,088 68 1.66
El Paso 45,647 815 1.79
Fort Worth 115,801 3,727 3.22
Harlingen 33,907 468 1.38
Houston 395,795 7,685 1.94
Longview 15,104 500 3.31
Lubbock 47,461 1,024 2.16
McAllen 31,462 406 1.29
Odessa 27,050 786 2.91
San Angelo 15,032 606 4.03
San Antonio 128,548 3,562 2.77
Temple 22,210 362 1.63
Texarkana 11,552 341 2.95
Tyler 52,231 1,222 2.34
Victoria 16,094 300 1.86
Waco 25,494 1,068 4.19
Wichita Falls 14,246 616 4.32

Source: Texas Hospital Inpatient Discharge Data, 1999. Texas Health Care Information Council, June 2001.
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Laminectomy  (removal of a portion of vertebra) and spinal fusion (stabilization of a part of the spine by fusing vertebrae together) are commonly 
performed for chronic back pain. Utilization of these procedures vary substantially by source of insurance, type of facility (teaching vs. nonteaching), 
and other nonclinical demographics. There is some evidence to suggest that nonsurgical treatment may produce similar outcomes, and few evidence-
based studies exist comparing one form of therapy to another. Inpatient discharges related to pregnancy and childbirth (maternal discharges) are 
excluded from the table.
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