
 

TEXAS RADIATION ADVISORY BOARD 
Minutes of the February 28, 2009 Board Meeting 

Department of State Health Services (DSHS), Moreton Building, Room M 739 

1100 West 49th Street, Austin, Texas 

1. Call to order 

Michael Ford C.H.P., Chair, called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m. Members 
present for the meeting were: Ana Cleveland, Ph.D., Rick Jacobi, P.E., Mitchell 
Lucas, Troy Marceleno, Brad Bunn, Kevin Raabe, Melanie Marshall, D.D.S., 
John Hageman, C.H.P., Nora Janjan, M.D., Bill Campbell, Jesse Ray Adams, W. 
Kim Howard, M.D., Mark Silberman, M.D., Rosana G. Moreira, Ph.D. and 
Darlene Metter, M.D.     

Members not present: Bobby Haley and Jay Murphy. 

Department of State Health Services (DSHS) staff present: Richard Ratliff, P.E., 
Cindy Cardwell, Darice Bailey, Jo Turkette, Mike Dunn, Robert Free, Ruben 
Cortez, Carolyn Wright, Debbie Peterson, Annie Backhaus, Lisa Booth, and 
Rebecca Hyde.   

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) staff present: Annette 
Glass. 

Texas Railroad Commission: (RRC) staff present: Leslie Savage 

2. Introduction of guests 

Guests present: Eddie Selig, Advocates for Responsible Disposal in Texas, Geri 
Cooley, Lotus, Pete Myers, South Texas Chapter Health Physicists Society, 
Robert Bird, Guest Speaker, Doris Bryant, Radiation Technology, and Roger 
Mulder, SECO.     

3. Minutes of the November 22, 2008 meeting 

Minutes of the November 22, 2008 quarterly TRAB meeting were submitted for 
approval.  Rick Jacobi moved, the motion was seconded, and the board approved 
the minutes. 

4. Nuclear Power Update Presentation 

Presentation conducted by Robert Bird from Comanche Peak  

Meeting of the Medical Committee 

Dr. Janjan asked Cindy Cardwell to clarify that it is acceptable to maintain 
required reports electronically.  Ms. Cardwell stated that 25 TAC 289.202 
specifically allows electronic maintenance of reports.   
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5. Meeting of the Waste & Industrial Committee (Mr. Raabe, Chair) 

Mr. Raabe noted that a number of activities have taken place and most will be 
discussed in the agency reports.   

6. Report from the NORM Remediation Working Group (Mr. Jacobi, Chair) 

Rick Jacobi provided an oral report for the working group.  He described a 
meeting held between the RRC and a group of NORM remediation contractors 
regarding issues the contractors had been experiencing with RRC procedures that 
the contractors felt needed revision.  Most issues had been resolved prior to their 
meeting.  During the meeting, a discussion regarding site assessment issues led to 
a better understanding of the issues by all parties.  The meeting also involved 
some issues surrounding bidding on projects.  This discussion included 
performance bond posting and the potential for companies who win a bid and 
complete it appropriately receiving credit for good performance.   

7. Report from the Interagency Information Management Working Group (Dr. 
Cleveland, Chair)   

Dr. Cleveland summarized recent activities of the working group.  A meeting was 
held with TCEQ which resulted in an understanding that there is a need for a two 
pronged effort; information sharing among agencies and information sharing with 
the public.  This understanding resulted in a plan to change the working group 
name from the Interagency Information Management Working Group to the 
Interagency Information Management Solutions Working Group.  It was also 
determined at the meeting that Annette Glass of TCEQ and Eddie Selig of  
Association for Responsible Disposal in Texas  should meet to see how their 
organizations could work together in sharing information with the public, 
especially younger people.    

8. Meeting of the Committee of the Whole 

a. Amendments to §289.203 Notices, Instructions, and Reports to Workers 
Inspections – consideration for proposal 

Dr. Kim Howard moved, Brad Bunn seconded, and the board approved to 
recommend the rules as presented for proposal. 

b. Reports and/or Recommendations from Committees and Work Groups.   

c. Public Comment 

None   

9. Election of a new Chair and Vice Chair 

Mike Ford nominated Dr. Kim Howard as Chair and Mr. Rick Jacobi as Vice 
Chair and opened the floor to other nominations.  No other nominations were 
submitted.  Troy Marceleno moved to accept the nominations as submitted.  The 
motion was seconded and the board unanimously elected Dr. Kim Howard as 
Chair and Mr. Rick Jacobi as Vice Chair.   
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10. Program reports 

a. Department of State Health Services 

Program report was submitted in writing.   

Mr. Richard Ratliff discussed the current legislative session.    

Based on the DSHS report, Mr. Rick Jacobi moved that TRAB resolve to 
support DSHS’s exceptional item regarding the agency’s ability to 
upgrade radiation detection equipment, create a shared repository among 
the agencies for radiation detection equipment, and to ask the chair to take 
this resolution to the legislature.  Dr Janjan seconded and the motion 
passed.   

Based on the DSHS report, Dr. Janjan moved that a letter should be 
written to support, in concept, mammography bills SB 527 and SB 1082.  
The motion was seconded and passed.   

Based on the DSHS report, Dr. Janjan then moved that TRAB accept the 
recommendations of the Medical Committee and resolve that TRAB 
shares concerns regarding financial and public health issues, as well as the 
potential for federal regulatory conflicts of HB 449 regarding laser hair 
removal.  The motion was seconded and passed.   

b. Texas Committee on Environmental Quality 

Program report was submitted in writing.    

c. Railroad Commission of Texas 

Program report was submitted in writing. 

11. Board member requests for agenda items for next meeting 

a. Legislative bill status 

b. Topics on incident tracking and notifications  

12. Public comment 

None 

13. Next meeting date 

June 6, 2009 was discussed as the next meeting date. 

14. Adjourn 

Dr. Howard adjourned the meeting at 11:50 a.m. 


