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TEXAS RADIATION ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES 

Third Quarter Meeting 

August 23, 2003 

Austin, Texas 

 
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Michael S. Ford, C.H.P., Chair, with the 
following members present: Jimmy L. Barker, P.E.; Susan E. Best, M.D., Ph.D.; Earl P. 
Erdmann; W. Kim Howard, M.D.; Justin P. LeVasseur, M.D.; Odis R. Mack; Troy Marceleno; 
Bruce A. Matson, D.D.S.; and Elaine L. Wells 
  
The following members were absent: Thomas M. Burnette; Eugene A. Coleman, Ph.D.; Ian 
Hamilton, Ph.D.; Judith A. Pester, M.D.; and Kevin L. Raabe 
 
Guests present:  Rick Jacobi, P.E.; Eddie Selig, Advocates for Responsible Disposal; and 
Bob Wilson, Jackson, Sjoberg, McCarthy & Wilson, LLP; Doris Bryan, Radiation Technology; 
Annette Glass, Representative Warren Chisum’s office;  Stephanie Goodrum, Texas Utilities; 
and Patrice Ford, member of the public 
 
Texas Department of Health (TDH) central office staff present: Tom Godard 
 
Bureau of Radiation Control (BRC) staff present:  Arthur Tate; Ruth E. McBurney; Margaret 
Henderson; Doris McCormick; Alice Rogers, P.E.; Gary Smith, Ph.D.; Debbie Borden; Pete 
Myers; Cindy Cardwell; Thomas Cardwell; and Ruben Cortez 
 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) staff present: Susan Jablonski, Devane 
Clark, George FitzGerald, and Susan White 
 
Texas Railroad Commission (RRC) staff present: Steve Seni, Ph.D. 
 
Minutes of the June 14, 2003 meeting were approved with a change requested by Mr. Ford to 
add a notation  that TRAB planned to have a conference call about HB 2292 if an opportunity 
came up during a special session. 
 
Cindy Cardwell provided a slide presentation to the board members on future changes to 
radiation rules required by legislation. 
 
The Medical Committee (Kim Howard, M.D., Chair) met and a quorum was present.  Mrs. 
McBurney provided an update on Board of Medical Examiners rules regarding Standing 
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Delegation Orders as it applies to laser hair removal.  The proposed rule will be published in 
the Texas Register in three weeks for public comment.    
 
At the June 14, 2003 regular board meeting, Dr. Howard requested additional information be 
provided the committee members on the training a physician received in Italy and the 
individual’s activities after training and up until this time.  The committee reviewed the 
additional information on foreign training and experience received.  On motion and second, 
the committee recommended the physician be approved as an authorized user for 
brachytherapy.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
On motion and second the full board approved the committee’s recommendation.  Motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
The Waste and Industrial Committee (Earl Erdmann, Chair) met and a quorum was present.   
Voting on the rule package in one vote, on motion and second the committee recommended 
30 TAC Chapter 37, Subchapter T, Financial Assurance for Disposal of Low-Level 
Radioactive Waste; 30 TAC Chapter 30, Public Notice; 30 TAC Chapter 305, Consolidated 
Permits; and 30 TAC Chapter 336, Radioactive Substance Rules be adopted with the proviso 
that individual comments of TRAB members be included in the recommendation and are 
responded to in writing by TCEQ.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
On motion and second the full board approved the committee's recommendations.  Motion 
passed unanimously.   
 
Program Reports: 
 
1. Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) 
 

(i)  NORM Drinking Water Rules 
  (a) July 27, 2003, the Commission deferred considering rules. 
  (b) December 67, 2003,  EPA could take enforcement on individual water 

systems. 
 (c) Residuals management is being reviewed. 
 
(ii) TCEQ will propose repeal of the Texas Low-Level Radioactive Waste Disposal 

Authority rules that were transferred to TCEQ in 1999.  This repeal will be 
brought to TRAB in November. 

     
2. Railroad Commission of Texas (RCT) 

(i) August 31, 2003, Richard Ginn is retiring after 33 years service.  Underground 
injection and NORM responsibilities are passing to Steve Seni, Ph.D. 

(ii) RCT purchased an additional 17 Ludlum Model 3s  to be able to conduct 
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additional surveys now required by rule.  They already had 50 instruments. 
(iii) RCT intends to coordinate with TDH/BRC to conduct an Oil and Gas NORM 

Workshop before March 2005. 
 

3. A.  TDH, BRC, Arthur Tate 
(i) TDH completed its Reduction in Force (RIF) process.  Of 225 RIFed positions 

(Central and Regional Offices) who wished to stay with TDH, only 1 has currently 
not been placed. 

(ii) Plans for  TDH proposed reorganization to HHSC are due  December 1, 2003. 
(iii) Mr. Tate thanked the board members and audience for their participation in 
           the TRAB meeting.  

   
 B. Licensing, Registration, & Standards, Ruth McBurney, C.H.P. 

 
(i) Rulemaking is still going to the Board of Health, but depending on the outcome 

of the HHSC review/approval of the TDH proposed reorganization, the approval 
authority of our rules might become the Commissioner, HHSC. 

(ii) BRC is presently reviewing the TDH/TCEQ MOU covering jurisdictional 
overlaps. 

(iii) BRC is in the process of developing a framework for a rule based on a request 
for rulemaking for the disposal of low-activity waste in RCRA landfills.  The 
proposed rule will be coordinated with NRC and TCEQ. 

(iv) LRS still has 2 professional positions vacant (ES IV in Standards; Geologist in 
Technical Assessments); a RIFed Administrative Technician II starts in 
Registration September 1, 2003. 

(v) BRC will apply for FDA Mammography Certification which is tied to 
Accreditation renewal period of 3 years (in conflict with the HB 2292 2-year 
renewals). 

(vi) BRC is preparing letter to WCS clarifying statements made in an article on 
WCS published in a Waste Management Magazine. 

 
           (C)     Division of Compliance and Inspection (DCI), Thomas Cardwell 

(i) BRC has sent letters to service companies advising them that they must use an 
Licensed Medical Physicist (LMP) to survey x-ray machine output.  

(ii) Regional inspectors will be supervised by Central Office effective September 1, 
2003. 

(iii) Director of DCI position will be posted August 21, 2003. 
(iv)       BRC will ask an LMP task force to address two issues: 

(a) With 10,000 facilities, 20,000 tube heads, and only 381 LMPs, there are 
not enough LMPs to perform output surveys. 

(b) With increased use of CT and Digital Imaging, BRC will reconsider what 
resources should be  spent  regulating film quality.  Mr. Cardwell asked 
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for TRAB Medical Committee representation on a study group.  Dr. 
Howard volunteered to provide advice.  Other member of the TRAB 
medical committee may participate if they wish.   

 
 
On unanimous vote, the TRAB passed congratulatory retirement resolutions in honor of 
Doris McCormick and Arthur Tate for careers dedicated to the radiation control profession. 
  
 
The next quarterly meeting is tentatively scheduled for November 15, 2003, in Austin, Texas. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:15 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Elaine L. Wells, Secretary 
Texas Radiation Advisory Board 
 
 


