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He lpfu l Links
 

DSHS AHERA Program Website: 

www.dshs.state.tx.us/asbestos/
 

ahera.shtm
 

AHERA Regulations:
 

www.dshs.state.tx.us/asbestos/pdf/
 

AHERARegs.pdf
 

EPA AHERA Website:
 

www.epa.gov/asbestos/pubs/
 

asbestos in schools.html#1
 

100 Commonly Asked Questions:
 

www.dshs.state.tx.us/asbestos/
 

pdf/100quest.pdf 
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The Asbestos Haz­
ard Emergency 
Response Act 
(AHERA), a provi­
sion of the Toxic 
Substances Con­
trol Act, became 
law in 1986. 
AHERA requires 
local education 
agencies to inspect 

their schools for asbestos­containing 
building material and prepare man­
agement plans to prevent or reduce 
asbestos hazards. 

Public school districts and non­profit 
private schools (collectively called local 
education agencies, or LEAs) are sub­
ject to AHERA's requirements. This 
includes charter schools and schools 
affiliated with religious institutions. 

H o w D o S c h o o l s C o m p l y w i t h 
A H E R A ? 
The rules implementing AHERA are published in 
the Code of Federal Regulations, Chapter 40, Part 
763, Subpart E. The AHERA rules require LEAs 
to take actions to: 

• Perform an original inspection and re­
inspection every three years of asbestos­
containing building material; 

• Develop, maintain, and update an asbestos 
management plan and keep a copy at the 
school; 

• Provide yearly notification to parent, teacher, 
and employee organizations regarding the 
availability of the school’s asbestos manage­
ment plan and any asbestos abatement ac­
tions taken or planned in the school; 

• Designate a contact person to ensure the re­
sponsibilities of the LEA are properly imple­
mented; 

• Perform periodic surveillance of known or 
suspected asbestos­containing building mate­
rial; 

• Ensure that properly­accredited professionals 
perform inspections and response actions 
(controlled removal of asbestos under AHERA) 
and prepare management plans; and 

• Provide custodial staff with asbestos­
awareness training. 

W h a t i s a n A s b e s t o s M a n a g e m e n t 
P l a n ? 
An asbestos management plan documents the rec­
ommended asbestos response actions, the location 
of asbestos within the school, and any action taken 
to repair or remove the material. The LEA must 

maintain records in the Asbestos Man­

agement Plan. These records include 
among other things: 

• The name and address of each 
school building and whether the 
building has asbestos­ containing 
building material 

• Date of the original school inspec­
tion 

• The plan for re­inspection 

• A blueprint or diagram that 
clearly identifies the location of 
asbestos­containing building ma­
terial that remains in the school 

• A description of any response ac­
tions or preventative measures 
taken to reduce asbestos exposure 

• A copy of the analysis of any 
building material, and the name 
and address of any laboratory that 
sampled the material 

• The name, address, and telephone 
number of the “designated person” 
who ensures the duties of the LEA 
are carried out 

• A description of steps taken to 
inform workers, teachers, and 
students or their legal guardians 
about inspections, re­inspections, 
response actions, and periodic 
surveillance 

What is the Asbestos 
Hazard Emergency 
Response Act 
(AHERA)? 


