[image: image1.jpg]



DRAFT
Meeting Minutes

Texas Council on Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Disorders
Meeting Minutes – October 25, 2012
Texas Medical Association 

401 West 15th Street, Room 7A

Austin, Texas 78701
 
The Texas Council on Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Disorders met on Thursday, October 25, 2012, at The Texas Medical Association, 401 West 15th Street, Room 7A, Austin, Texas 78701. 

	Council Members Present

Bonnie Curington, PhD, DSHS

Melissa L. Edwards 

Carolyn Casey Frazier, RN

Frank Genco, HHSC 
Lisa B. Glenn, MD, DADS
Deborah S. Hanna, Chair
Grayson R. Hankins

The Honorable Clint Hackney, Vice-Chair
Rita Hortenstine

Susan Rountree, MD

Kate Allen Stukenberg

Robert A. Vogel, MD

Council Members Absent

Ronald DeVere, MD

Carlos Escobar, MD

Ray Lewis, DO
Winnie Rutledge, DADS  
	Guests Present

Robert Barber, PhD, UNTHSC-Fort Worth 
Lisa Wyman, PhD, DSHS
Staff Members Present

Susan Ristine, MS, DSHS





1.  Call to Order/Roll Call/Excuse Absent Members 

Debbie Hanna, Chair
Debbie Hanna called the meeting to order at 10:15 am.  Members introduced themselves. Susan Ristine certified roll and a quorum was present.  Members, guests and new members were welcomed.  

2.  Approval of Council Minutes from the September 21, 2011 and August 15, 2012 Meetings











Debbie Hanna, Chair

Ms. Hanna asked Council members to review the minutes from the September 21, 2011 and August 15, 2012 meetings.  Dr. Susan Rountree moved that the minutes from the September 21, 2011 meeting be approved as presented.  Rita Hortenstine seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the September 21, 2011 minutes were approved as presented.  Dr. Susan Rountree moved that the minutes from the August 15, 2012 meeting be approved as presented.  Clint Hackney seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the August 15, 2012 minutes were approved as presented.  

3.  Update on Interim Study on Alzheimer’s Disease  


Debbie Hanna, Chair
Debbie Hanna provided the Council with a status update on the Interim Joint Study on Alzheimer’s Disease. Ms. Hanna reported that these special committees only occur approximately once every ten years and that the report will most likely be very comprehensive with recommendations that span the next six to eight years.  Ms. Hanna reported that the Interim Study recommendations will serve as a template for moving the state forward, including the state plan’s activities.  Ms. Hanna reported that Senator Nelson shared her astonishment that the state plan was developed and is managed by volunteers throughout the state, and noted that more resources are needed to manage such a large undertaking. 
Ms. Hortenstine recognized and applauded Edith and Darrell K Royal for their recent efforts in bringing Alzheimer’s disease research and awareness to the Texas legislature through the unveiling of the Darrell K Royal Research Fund for Alzheimer’s Disease.  After discussion concerning Mrs. Royal's testimony before the Special committee, Ms. Edwards moved that the Council should retitle and word the rider/appropriation request for the upcoming session in a way that names all funded Alzheimer’s disease efforts the “Darrell K Royal Texas Alzheimer's Initiative” or something similar and appropriate.  Ms. Hortenstine seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed.
4. Texas Alzheimer’s Research and Care Consortium (TARCC) Update Disease Update











Dr. Robert Barber 
Dr. Barber presented an update on the TARCC, including current projects, achievements, cohort active and enrolled patients, cohort patient characteristics, projects under review, revised specific aims, and publications.  Dr. Barber reported that TARCC is shifting its focus to studying progression over time, with a resulting increase in the cohort of Hispanics with Mild Cognitive Impairment.  The cohort pool has increased from its initial target of 1400 active participants to over 1600 active participants.  Dr. Barber noted that the inclusion of 100 Hispanic participants by the University of Texas Health Science Center is projected to increase active enrollment to more than 1700 by September 2013.  The focus on recruiting Hispanics with MCI is due to Hispanics being more progressed when TARCC sees them and that 50% of these participants are predicted to convert to Alzheimer’s disease, which provides for more longitudinal data and studies. Dr. Barber noted that it was visionary for the Texas Council to approve Hispanic enrollment into the cohort.  
Dr. Barber reported that TARCC is using extramural funds to expand TARCC’s research focus to study how depression is related to Alzheimer’s disease.  TARCC research is highlighting the heterogeneous nature of Alzheimer’s disease.
Ms. Hanna reported that there seems to be little awareness among the institutions funded of the role that TARCC fulfills, and noted that because the TARCC cohort is a state resource, that we must work to heighten the awareness of this valuable resource and find ways to elevate these resources among researchers in Texas, nationally, and internationally.

Dr. Barber reported the publication of TARCC data is expanding, and that there have been 34 papers published by TARCC to date – twelve of them in 2012.  Additionally, there are five federal grants under current review and 4 grants currently utilizing TARCC resources. 

Dr. Barber then reviewed TARCC enrollment numbers by site and ethnicity, as appended to these minutes.
Review and Approval of TARCC Policies and Procedures:
Dr. Bob Barber presented the TARCC policies and procedure to the Council (appended hereto).  Dr. Rountree noted that Policy #3 did not contain an adequate reference to the TARCC biological samples. After further review and discussion, Ms. Hanna directed Dr. Barber to incorporate Dr. Rountree’s edits to Policy #3, and to also work with the Texas Attorney General’s office to ensure that the TARCC policies and procedures are in strictest adherence to TARCC legislation and state rules.  Ms. Hanna also suggested that Dr. Wyman, DSHS Office of Survey, Evaluation and Research, and Susan Ristine, work with Dr. Barber on state procedures for TARCC data access.  Ms. Hanna asked that the policies and procedures be ready for review and approval at the January 30, 2013 Council meeting.
Review and Approval of New Texas Tech Representative to the TARCC Steering Committee:
Ms. Hanna reported that Dr. Andrew Dentino has left employment with Texas Tech and that Dr. Chaung-Kuo Wu has been recommended by the University as the new representative to the TARCC Steering Committee.  Ms. Hanna asked Council members to review Dr. Chaung-Kuo Wu’s bio.  After review, Dr. Rountree moved that Dr. Wu be approved as the Texas Tech representative to the TARCC Steering Committee.  Grayson Hankins seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  Debbie Hanna asked Dr. Barber to welcome Dr. Wu to the TARCC Steering Committee on behalf of the Council.
Review and Approval of TARCC Draft Report to External Advisory Committee:
Ms. Hanna asked Dr. Barber to report on the draft TARCC report to the External Advisory Committee (EAC). Dr. Barber reported that TARCC is submitting this report in writing because they did not have a face-to-face meeting with the EAC this year due to a restriction of TARCC activities due to funding cuts, which eliminated all scientific work outside of collecting and curating patient data and samples. Ms. Hanna reported that the EAC is an external advisory committee and was formed to advise the Texas Council on the status of all TARCC activities.  The report to the EAC should be instead directed to the Texas Council through Susan Ristine. Ms. Ristine will forward to the EAC on behalf of the Council, transmitting and any inquiries, concerns or requests for additional information.  Dr. Rountree suggested that the report should include the listing of TARCC papers and grants that have been submitted for publication or approval.  Ms. Hanna asked Dr. Barber to amend the report to include Dr. Rountree’s comments.  Ms. Edwards moved that the draft report be accepted with amendments as noted. Grayson Hankins seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  

TARCC Funding Update:
Debbie Hanna reported that the 2013/2014 TARCC Legislative Appropriation Request (LAR) as submitted by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board was greatly diminished, and that the LAR role will be taken over by UT System.  Ms. Hanna reported that the submitted LAR would only be enough to maintain the cohort and that UT System will be working to rectify the issue over the next several months.
5.  Alzheimer’s Disease Research Compendium and 2013 Research Symposium










Susan Ristine

Ms. Ristine reported that the Alzheimer’s Disease Program contracted with an evaluator in summer 2012 to assess the state of collaborative Alzheimer’s disease (AD) research in Texas and to gauge interest among Texas AD researchers in attending a collaborative research meeting in 2013. Susan reported that 37% of survey participants were currently involved in collaborative AD research, and that a strong interest in a collaborative AD research meeting was identified. Ms. Ristine presented a draft timeline and list of action items needed to organize the meeting, to be held March 27, 2013.  Debbie Hanna asked Ms. Ristine to work initially with Melissa Edwards on the items presented. 
6.  Date for Next Council Meeting





Susan Ristine
Ms. Ristine announced that the next meeting of the Council will be held January 30, 2013, in conjunction with the Texas Alzheimer’s Disease Partnership Meeting and encouraged Council members to register online at: http://www.texaspha.org/Default.aspx?pageId=425478&eventId=559123&EventViewMode=EventRegistrationsList
7. Public comment
There was no public comment.

8. Adjourn

There being no further business, Mr. Clint Hackney moved that the meeting be adjourned.  All were in favor and the meeting was adjourned at 12:08 pm.
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