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INTRODUCTION

The Chambers County Community Health Assessment represents a major effort to document health issues in Chambers County.

The purpose of the Chambers County Community Health Assessment is to provide useful information that can assist individuals and organizations in improving health and maximizing resources in Chambers County.

This report includes:

· Feedback from 558 individuals who completed a survey;
· Feedback from 9 individuals who attended a community forum; and 

· Available demographic and epidemiological information (e.g., population and disease information).

In September 2008, the Honorable Jimmy Sylvia, County Judge for Chambers County, requested the Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS) develop a community health assessment report for Chambers County.  Greta Etnyre, Deputy Regional Director for DSHS Health Services Region (HSR) 6/5S, approved Judge Sylvia’s request.  Greta Etnyre requested the DSHS Centers for Program Coordination, Policy & Innovation (CPCPI) work with the HSR 6/5S Public Health Improvement Team in developing the assessment.  Dr. Rick Danko, Director for CPCPI, and Greta Etnyre approved a plan for DSHS to develop the Chambers County Community Health Assessment.  
DSHS staff assigned to develop the assessment included:

· Mike Gilliam, Jr., M.S.W., M.P.H. (Assessment & Benchmarking Specialist, CPCPI);

· Tiffany Carrethers, M.P.H., C.H.E.S. (Program Specialist, Public Health Improvement Team Lead, HSR 6/5S); and 
· Haley Jackson, M.P.H., C.H.E.S. (Program Specialist, Public Health Improvement, HSR 6/5S).

A survey was developed and implemented to collect information from individuals 16 years of age and older who lived and/or worked in Chambers County.  The survey was available online and on paper in English and Spanish.  Paper surveys were distributed to a variety of businesses, health providers, schools and churches.  The paper survey could be downloaded from www.dshs.state.tx.us/chambers.   The survey was available from 01/12/09 to 02/13/09.

From 01/14/09 to 02/10/09, community forums were held at the following locations in Chambers County to promote the assessment and inform people how they could participate:

· Cedar Bayou Community Building (Baytown);
· Winnie Community Building (Winnie);

· American Legion Hall (Anahuac); and

· Mt. Belvieu Senior Center (Mt. Belvieu).

A media announcement, advertising the Chambers County Community Health Assessment was sent to media in Chambers County.
Approximately 1,200 emails were sent to health-related providers, businesses, city/county governments, schools, faith-based organizations and other civic/community organizations in Chambers County notifying them about the assessment.  A website (www.dshs.state.tx.us/chambers) was the major point of access to the project.

The information collected from survey participants and community forum participants is based on convenience (non-probability) sampling and reflects the perceptions of individuals who participated.  DSHS cannot guarantee the accuracy of information collected from the surveys and community forums.  (Note: Statements in italics represent the direct feedback from survey participants and community forum participants.)
This report includes the following information:

· The “Introduction” outlines the background and purpose of the assessment.

· “Executive Summary” provides brief highlights from the report.  For further exploration, a page number from the report is linked to each bulleted highlighted.
· “Survey Results” outlines feedback from the 558 individuals who completed a survey.
· “Community Forum Results” outlines feedback received from 9 individuals who participated in the community forums.
· “Demographic & Epidemiological Information” represents population and health data/information on Chambers County, surrounding counties and Texas.

· “Resource Inventory” represents information collected from survey respondents about health-related services in Chambers County.
· “Hurricane Ike Impact Report Statement” represents findings from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).
· “Conclusions & Recommendations” represents recommendations that should be considered regarding post-assessment activities.

For more information on the Chambers County Community Health Assessment, please go to www.dshs.state.tx.us/chambers or contact Tiffany Carrethers at (713)767-3005 or tiffany.carrethers@dshs.state.tx.us.
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Introduction

The Chambers County Community Health Assessment represents a major effort to document health issues in Chambers County.

The purpose of the Chambers County Community Health Assessment is to provide useful information that can assist individuals and organizations in improving health and maximizing resources in Chambers County.

This report includes:

· Feedback from 558 individuals who completed a survey;

· Feedback from 9 individuals who attended a community forum; and  

· Available demographic and epidemiological information (e.g., population information).

Survey Results

· 558 individuals (respondents) completed a survey.  (pg. 18)

· 42% of respondents lived in Anahuac or Mont Belvieu.  (pg. 18)

· 46% of respondents lived in the 77514, 77580 or 77665 zip code.  (pg. 18)

· 76% of respondents were female.  (pg. 18)

· 45 to 54 year olds were the largest age group of respondents.  (pg. 19)

· 11% of respondents were individuals of color (non-White/Caucasian).  (pg. 19)

· 06% of respondents were Hispanic or Latino.  (pg. 19)

· 82% of respondents were college educated.  (pg. 20)

· 71% of respondents had employer provided health insurance.  (pg. 20)

· 78% of respondents said their health insurance meets their needs.  (pg. 20)

· 81% of respondents were employed full-time.  (pg. 20)

· Educators, healthcare providers and administrative assistants were the largest occupation groups of respondents.  (pg. 21)

· $100,000 to $149,000 was the largest annual household income group among respondents.  (pg. 21)
· 30% of respondents work for an organization that provides public health, medical care, mental health and/or substance abuse services in Chambers County.  (pg. 22)

The four most identified providers where respondents said they receive the majority of medical care:  (pg. 22)
1. Bayside Clinic (Anahuac)
2. San Jacinto Methodist (Baytown)
3. Thompson Outpatient Clinic (Winnie)
4. West Chambers County Wellness Clinic (Mont Belvieu)
The six most identified providers where respondents said their children receive the majority of medical care:  (pg. 22)
1. Winnie Community Clinic (Winnie)
2. Thompson Outpatient Clinic (Winnie)
3. Texas Children’s Pediatric Associates (Baytown)
4. San Jacinto Methodist Hospital (Baytown)
5. Bayside Clinic (Anahuac)
6. West Chambers County Wellness Clinic (Mont Belvieu)
· 36% of respondents said the health of their community was “very good” or “good.”  (pg. 23)
· 28% of respondents said the recreational and social activities in their community were “very good” or “good.”  (pg. 23)
· 57% of respondents said the educational and learning opportunities in their community were “very good” or “good.”  (pg. 23)

· 28% of respondents said the employment and job opportunities in their community were “very good” or “good.”  (pg. 23)
· 79% of respondents said their physical health was “very good” or “good.”  (pg. 24)
· 91% of respondents said their mental health was “very good” or “good.”  (pg. 24)
· 89% of respondents said their quality of life was “very good” or “good.”  (pg. 24)
The five most identified “major problems” or “problems” regarding community health:  (pgs. 25-26)
1. Smoking Tobacco by People Under 18

2. Insect/Mosquito Control

3. Cancer

4. Obesity

5. Air Pollution

The five most identified health-related services that are most difficult to receive:  (pgs. 26-27)
1. Walking Trails & Sidewalks

2. Alcohol/Drug Counseling & Treatment

3. Dental Care

4. Mental Health Counseling & Treatment

5. Specialized Medical Care

· 59% of respondents said they “strongly agree” or “agree” that their community is prepared to respond to a natural or manmade threat.  (pg. 28)
· 34% of respondents said they “strongly agree” or “agree” that their community works with all people to improve health.  (pg. 28)
· 21% of respondents said they “strongly agree” or “agree” that their community does a good job developing laws and promoting policies that improve health.  (pg. 28)
· 33% of respondents said they “strongly agree” or “agree” that their community does a good job enforcing laws and/or policies that protect health.  (pg. 28)
· 43% of respondents said they “strongly agree” or “agree” that their community does a good job providing access to health services.  (pg. 29)
· 27% of respondents said they “strongly agree” or “agree” that their community has enough trained people to address health issues and improve health.  (pg. 29)
· 78% of respondents said they “strongly agree” or “agree” that they want public places (e.g., restaurants) in their community to be “smoke free.”  (pg. 29)
· 68% of respondents said they “strongly agree” or “agree” that their community respects them.  (pg. 29)
· 22% of respondents said “strongly agree” or “agree” that it is financially difficult for them to get health services.  (pg. 30)
· 85% of respondents said “strongly agree” or “agree” that their workplace is safe.  (pg. 30)
· 75% of respondents said they and their family do not know what to do if Pandemic Influenza (Pan Flu) hits their community.  (pg. 30)
· 36% of respondents said they and their family have not developed a plan in case of a manmade or natural threat?  (pg. 30)
· 73% of respondents said that before Hurricane Ike they (and their family) had a plan in case of natural or manmade disaster.  (pg. 30)

· 30% of respondents said that since Hurricane Ike, they (and their family) have not developed a plan in case of natural or manmade disaster.  (pg. 31)
· What things keep your community from improving its health?  (pgs. 31-38)  (Examples)
· “Lack of staffing for animal control and animal cruelty…”

· “Lack of funding…”

· “Local parks without biking and walking trails; restaurants without healthy menu choices…”

· “Mosquitoes”

· “Need to educate the community more about health programs that are readily available.”

· “Pollution from industry”

· How can your community improve its health?  (pgs. 38-46)  (Examples)

· ““Finish the park that is planned on 3180.”
“Tighten air, water, land pollution regulations for industrial plants in the area.”

· “Stop smoking, Start eating healthier, and start exercising”

· “More community program promotion / advertising and maybe promoting a community contest of sorts.... Anahuac's Biggest Loser (like the TV show) and provide incentives for winners... not sure how it would go over but some folks would actively participate and some weight loss and education is better than none at all.  Maybe a gym that's accessible - even if monthly fees are collected - it's just having something available in the area.”

· “By continuing to bring attention to citizens of opportunities to improve health and the importance of a healthy life-style….Offer bike rides or running marathons to bring attention to health and fitness issues…”

· “Better jobs with benefits”

· What organizations work to improve the health of your community?  (pgs. 47-51)  (Examples)

· Bayside Hospital and Clinic (Chambers County Hospital District)

· Chambers County Health Department

· Eagle Pointe Recreation Center

· Schools & School Nurses

· West Chambers County Health Center

· WIC (Women, Infant Children Program)

· What successes has your community had in improving its health?  (pgs. 52-55)  (Examples)
· Aerobics Class at Golf Course

· Eagle Pointe Recreation Center

· The new medical clinic on 3180 is a great help

· The New Eye Doctor

· Chambers County has done an amazing job with its County Employee Health & Wellness Center.   I also understand that the Joy Center is doing a lot for the elderly. 
· Bayside Clinic has flyers, ads in newspaper and they just came out with a beautiful 2009 calendar.
· What information do you need to assist you in improving the health of your community?  (pgs. 55-59)  (Examples)

· What organizations are in our community that teach nutrition and weight loss
· What vaccinations are important for adults and our children to have due to the environment we live in

· Need to see current statistics of health in the community.

· Knowing exactly what services are available in each particular area of the county would 

· I'd like to be more aware of the plans for the park and when it will be completed.  Also, who/what organizations head up community health improvement and how can I get more involved?  

· I need to know more about the quality of our air and water.  We know we are in a high pollution area that meets the state/federal standards but I also know those standards can be very liberal.

· Since Hurricane Ike, how have your health needs changed?  (pgs. 60-63)  (Examples)

· We’re in basic survival mode.  Stresses are significantly increased for me and my family.  Losing home and being displaced adds a new layer of stress daily.

· Stress was big factor at first, but we are getting better.  

· My health club has not been reopened as of yet, so I have been running more just to get exercise.  At times, since the hurricane the mosquitoes are so bad you can't even go outside.

· A lot of burning causing sinus problems…

· I have not had any personal health problems caused by Ike but, I have 2 small grandchildren that live with me that have continually been sick with allergies since Ike.

· Got more exercise due to working to clean up all the downed trees

· Since Hurricane Ike, how have the health needs of your community changed?  (pgs. 63-68)  (Examples)

· With damage to homes, some people are likely forgoing medicines and doctor appointments to save money.

· We have many members of the community sick with pneumonia or upper respiratory problems due to mold or being homeless like me.

· The oyster work has stopped, less income for residents.

· The nursing home is no more and many people need it

· Need of Support Groups

· Injuries due to people using equipment they don't ordinarily use in order to repair, fix, or begin rebuilding.

· Over the last three years, how have the health needs of your community changed?  (pgs. 68-73)  (Examples)

· We keep getting more non-English speaking people take care of.

· Old people are living longer, young people are still leaving, the community is aging.

· Obesity has risen…fewer choices for healthy food
· Need more MHMR services

· Improved access to healthcare - the new doctor's office and eye doctor on Eagle Drive in Mont Belvieu.

· Bayside Clinic has expanded and increased hours on the west side of Chambers Co.  I love the Sat. hours.

· Three years from now, how do you expect the health needs of your community to change?  (pgs. 73-79)  (Examples)
· The population is aging and will require more senior care.

· No change

· It can only improve with the help and assistance of those who care

· I would hope that the water supply would be cleaner by then and the air quality better so I would hope for healthier community

· I am concerned about the future and the needs that will arise. I do not look to the government to solve my problems or provide my families' health care. I do fear, however, that our community needs are going to far surpass the governments' ability to provide.

· Being able to walk in our neighborhood (Woodland Acres) without worrying about dogs chasing me.

· Provide us with any feedback you may have.  (pgs. 79-84)  (Examples)

· We need animal control ASAP in Old River-Winfree

· Since Hurricane IKE everyone I know or have ran into (and their families)has been plagued with reoccurring episodes of bronchial ailments, coughing, severe congestion,  its like having a cold/flu/pneumonia/bronchitis all in one that eases up but does not go away.

· Over the years that I have worked with Chambers County the most often concerns is lack of resources and the ability to access them.

· I would like to see more facilities to encourage people to be active and enjoy the water activities that are possible here.

· Individuals need to manage their own lives...It is not the city, county, state, or federal government's responsibility to do so!

· I believe we have a wonderful community. We are looking forward to the new park opening in Mont Belvieu.

Community Forum Results   (pgs. 85-89)
Baytown Community Forum (01/14/09)
What organizations can you think of that work to improve the health of your community?  (Examples)
· Clinics in Mt. Belvieu and Anahuac, Winnie, but may be damaged due to Ike

· Wal-Mart has incentive programs for wellness

· W. Chambers Medical Clinic

· MMHR alcohol rehab in Chambers

· Wellness Clinic for Chambers County employees

What health-related services are needed, but not available in your community?  (Examples)
· Mental health provider

· Substance abuse services

· Specialized care

· Teen pregnancy, diabetes, and hypertension education

What recommendations do you have on how your community can improve its health?  (Examples)
· Consistent transportation services

· Communication within community

· County health education program – clearinghouse and distribution center for health related information. 

· Community health coalitions

What information do you need, but don’t have that would assist you in improving the health of your community?  (Examples)
· 2/3 of county don’t know about what services are available

· Local officials need information about home bound people: in regards to emergency management

Winnie Community Forum (01/15/09)
What organizations can you think of that work to improve the health of your community?  (Examples)
· Winnie Community Hospital

· Ophthalmologist: once a week from Houston

· Hospital provides free screening for prostate, blood glucose, blood pressure, cholesterol for community members

· St. Louis Catholic Church

· Hospital District Indigent Care Program

· Young at Heart: senior citizens program

What health-related services are needed, but not available in your community?  (Examples)
· Imaging equipment

· Ultrasound equipment

· Mammography

· Transportation services

· Shortage of nurses

What recommendations do you have on how your community can improve its health?  (Examples)
· Imaging equipment: MRI, ultrasound

· Updated lab equipment

· Nurses: hard to be competitive with salaries

· Smoking cessation programs

· Need Hispanic providers to help with large Hispanic populations

· Bilingual nursing staff

What information do you need, but don’t have that would assist you in improving the health of your community?  (Examples)
· Specialized education for nurses: pediatrics

· How to access resources for clients

Anahuac Community Forum (01/22/09)
What organizations can you think of that work to improve the health of your community?  (Examples)
· Hospital District has made considerable improvements: FQHC status and health fairs

· Hospital in Winnie

· Christian Caring Center

· WIC program

· School districts: one nurse/health education 

· Methodist Church provides transportation to medical appointments

What health-related services are needed, but not available in your community?  (Examples)
· Mental Health providers

· Substance abuse services

· Teen pregnancy prevention: generally speaking

· Programs for youth to provide outlet and opportunities

· Transportation services

· Post Traumatic Stress 6 months after Ike

What recommendations do you have on how your community can improve its health?  (Examples)
· Broaden social services: children, housing, and food

· Coordination of information and how to access services

· Pay good salaries to community workers

· One person to direct the community resources to people in need

· Support for education system to improve drop out rates

What information do you need, but don’t have that would assist you in improving the health of your community?

· How can we better serve our community: networking

· Knowing what other services are provided

· How to access community

· Knowledge of health concerns

· Health information statistics

Demographic and Epidemiological Information

· The population of Chambers County increased 10.6 from 2000 to 2006.  (pg. 90)
· The population of Beach City and Mont Belvieu increased more than 19% from 2000 to 2008.  (pg. 90)

· The population of Chambers County is estimated to increase 70% from 2005 to 2040.  (pg. 92)

· The Hispanic population of Chambers County is estimated to increase 374% from 2005 to 2040.  (pg. 92)
· It is estimated that 21% of the population of Chambers County are uninsured.  (pg. 94)

· It is estimated that 31% of 18-34 year olds in Chambers County are uninsured.  (pg. 94)
· It is estimated that 47% of Hispanics in Chambers County are uninsured.  (pg. 94)

· More than 46% of the students in the East Chambers Independent School District and the Anahuac Independent School District are economically disadvantaged.  (pg. 95)
· 39% of the births of Chambers County residents (2004) were covered by Medicaid.  (pg. 96)
· 6% of the births of Chambers County residents (2004) were identified as “low birth weight.”  (pg. 96)
· 100% of the births of Chambers County residents (2004) had some form of prenatal care.  (pg. 96)
· 17% of the women who gave birth in Chambers County (2004) had a weight gain of more than 44 pounds.  (pg. 96)
· Chambers County residents had a death rate due to unintentional injuries (accidents) (2004) 73% higher than the state average.  (pg. 97)
· Chambers County residents had a death rate due to chronic lower respiratory diseases (2004) 39% higher than the state average.  (pg. 97)
· Chambers County residents had a death rate from 1999 to 2004 due to lung cancer that was statistically significantly higher than the state rate.  (pg. 97)
· It is estimated that 6% (1,727) of the population of Chambers County has a serious mental illness.  (pg. 98)

· It is estimated that 6% (1,727) of the population of Chambers County needs but is not receiving treatment for alcohol use.  (pg. 98)

· It is estimated that 2% (576) of the population of Chambers County needs but is not receiving treatment for illicit drug use.  (pg. 98)  

· Adult residents of Chambers County had more than 46% more hospitalizations for bacterial pneumonia, urinary tract infection and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease than was expected in 2005.  (pg. 99)
· From 1998 to 2007, Chambers County experienced a decline in the following health professions (per population): physician assistants, registered nurses, licensed vocational nurses, dentists and dental hygienists.   (pg. 100)
Resource Inventory

“Resource Inventory” is a table of information collected from survey respondents about health-related services in Chambers County.  (pgs. 102-104)
Hurricane Ike Impact Report Statement   (pg. 105)
[The following is text from FEMA’s Hurricane Ike Impact Report (December 2008)]

“Chambers County is largely rural and relies heavily on “natural” industries, such as rice farming, ranching, hunting, fishing, marine trades and eco-tourism, particularly on the east side of the county. The industrial-based west side of the county, on the other hand, is made up mostly of the petrochemical industry. The county also has some retail, particularly in the City of Winnie, which caters to people living on the Bolivar Peninsula in Galveston County. Prior to Ike, one of the county’s major priorities was to attract primary jobs. To do that, the county needed good water and sewer infrastructure, as well as warehouses and industrial parks.

The storm surge from Ike brought more than 20 feet of water into Chambers County. Preliminary damage assessments assembled by the County on behalf of the City, Port Authority and District entities is in excess of $430 million. This estimate does not include the preliminary damage estimates of private industry and facilities, or those owned by state or federal organizations.

The loss of several industries in Chambers County could result in a rise in unemployment in the area. Over 143,000 acres of land in the county was damaged by the storm surge. The rice fields and grazing pastures are not expected to recover from the saltwater intrusion for another two to three years. While Chambers County expects these industries to return, it is estimated to take between five and 10 years for full recovery. 

Damages to the upper Texas Gulf Coast fishing industry included the loss of two processing plants, the largest private employers in the area, as well as supporting industries, including clam, oyster, and shrimp fishermen who lost their boats and homes. The tourist industry has also been devastated by the saltwater, especially eco-tourism along the Great Texas Wildlife Trails in Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge and Bolivar Flats, which together brought in 60,000 tourists to the area.

The fate of businesses in the community is also a concern. The Winnie area relied heavily on residents of the Bolivar Peninsula to support their retail businesses. As the vast majority of houses on the peninsula were destroyed, the market, which consisted of around 4,000 customers, is gone. Many businesses that have reopened no longer have a healthy customer base, and therefore, will have difficulty staying open. 

Housing is also a major concern in Chambers County. In the unincorporated area of Oak Island, only 50 of 350 houses were left standing, only 25 of which are inhabitable. Many of those who lost their homes also worked in the community. In the case of Oak Island, many of those who lost their homes were independent clam fishermen who supported the seafood processing plants. In addition to losing their homes, their boats and livelihoods were also destroyed.”

“Research indicates that the need for mental health services significantly increases approximately six months following catastrophic disasters, especially for treatment related to depression and Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder.”
Conclusions & Recommendations   (pg. 106)
The following are recommendations for community leaders to consider as they work to improve health and maximize resources in Chambers County.

Conclusions:

1. There is a lack of specialized health services (e.g., cardiology, dentistry, etc.) and/or health care providers that are consistently available within Chambers County and the lack of transportation to essential health services located outside the county confounds the problem. There is also a lack of coordination of the services that are available. Mental health issues and lack of these specialized health services were consistently highlighted. 

2. Majority of the respondents replied positively in terms of their personal quality of life, mental health, and physical health but fewer people stated that the health of the community as a whole was good or very good.   

3. Many respondents believe that more could be done to improve or implement policies that work to better protect the health of the community. 

4. Majority of the respondents reported that they are prepared for natural disasters, but an overwhelming majority are unprepared for Pandemic Influenza.

5. Health information (e.g., health education materials or health information data) is not readily available. There is an interest, among respondents, in health education materials, community health programs, and public health interventions. 

6. Tobacco use among county residents was reported as a problem among respondents and majority of the respondents would like to see public places become smoke free. Air pollution, as a result of proximity to refineries, plants and Hurricane Ike, was frequently referenced among respondents. 

Recommendations: 

1. A committed group of community stakeholders (e.g., elected officials, health providers, civic leaders, DSHS, etc.) in Chambers County should be brought together to review findings from the assessment and determine what issue(s) can be realistically addressed focusing on the most identified community health needs. 

2. Consistently advertise the health-related services available to individuals who have been impacted by Hurricane Ike (e.g., mental health, injury prevention, mosquitoes, etc.).  (As noted above, “research indicates that the need for mental health services significantly increases approximately six months following catastrophic disasters, especially for treatment related to depression and Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder.”) Also, work with individual families or persons to develop plans for natural disaster, manmade disaster, or pandemic flu. 

3. Consistently advertise the health-related services available to individuals in Chambers County (e.g., nutrition, obesity, exercise, etc.).  The development of a central clearinghouse for health education information, could improve visibility and awareness of local health resources specific to the needs of the different geographical areas within the county. A complete and detailed resource inventory should be developed and distributed to Chambers County residents and employees.  
SURVEY RESULTS

558 individuals completed the survey.

City or Town of Residence:
Anahuac
  25%
151



Baytown
  11%
  64


Beach City
  10%
  62

Mont Belvieu
  17%
102


Stowell
    1%
    6


Old River-Winfree
    5%
  31

Wallisville
    3%
  20


Winnie
    9%
  55


Other  
  18%
109

TOTAL
100%
600
County of Residence:
Chambers
  89%
533

Galveston
    1%
    4


Jefferson
    3%
  15

Harris
    4%
  26

Liberty
    3%
  18


Other
    1%
    4
Total
100%
600
Zip Code of Residence:
77514
  28%
168

77520
    7%
  42

77580
    9%
  53

77597
    3%
  16

77665
    9%
  56
TOTAL
100%
602
Gender:

Female


  76%     354


Male



  24%     110
TOTAL


100%     464




Age:

16 to 17 years

    0%
       1

  

18 to 19 years

    0%
       1
    

20 to 24 years

    4%
     18    

25 to 34 years

  12%
     58    
35 to 44 years

  27%
   126  

45 to 54 years

  32%
   154
  

55 to 59 years

  12%
     57  

60 to 64 years

    9%
     41  


65 to 74 years

    3%
     13  

75 to 84 years

    1%
       5  

85 years and over

    0%
       0 

TOTAL


100%     474
Racial Background:
American Indian or Alaska Native


    2%
       8


Asian






    1%
       3
Black or African American



    3%
     16
Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander
    0%
       1

White






  89%
   421

Other






    5%
     23
TOTAL





100%     523
Ethnic Background:
Hispanic of Latino


    6%       28
Not Hispanic or Latino

  94%     421
TOTAL



100%     449



Language Used the Most:

English


  99%     467
Spanish


    0%         2

Other



    0%         2
TOTAL


100%     471


Highest Education Level Completed:
8th grade or less




    0%         0
Some high school, but did not graduate

    1%         5


High school or GED




  13%       62
Vocational certification



    2%         8
Some college




  31%     147
Completed college




  30%     143
Post-graduate education



  21%     100
Other






    1%         4



TOTAL





100%     469
What health insurance do you have?

Medicaid





    2%       10
Medicare





    4%       18

CHIP (Children’s Health Insurance Program)
    0%         2
Private insurance




  13%       65
Employer provided insurance


  71%     360
I don’t have health insurance


    6%       30


Other






    4%       21


TOTAL





100%     506


Does your health insurance meet your needs?



Yes


  78%     356


No


  22%     101


TOTAL

100%     457
Employment Status:
Employed full-time

  81%     392  
Employed part-time

    4%       20
Unemployed


    3%       14
Student


    1%         6
Retired


    8%       37
Other



    4%       17
   
TOTAL


100%     486
Occupation:
Accounting/Finance




    5%
     19
Clerk






    7%
     25
Dispatcher





    1%
       5
Education





  29%
   104
Engineer





    3%
     11
Government





    4%
     14
Healthcare





  11%
     41
Legal/Law Enforcement



    7%
     25
Librarian





    1%
       2
Maintenance





    1%
       4
Management





    9%
     33
Manufacturing




    3%
     11
Sales






    2%
       8

Secretary/Administrative Assistant

  12%
     43
Self-Employed




    1%
       5
Others





    3%
     12
TOTAL





100%     362
How many people live with you?
One


    7%
     35
Two


  32%
   149

Three


  23%
   106
Four


  26%
   124
Five


    8%
     37
Six or More

    4%
     20
TOTAL

100%     471
Annual Household Gross Income (Before Deductions):
Less than $10,000


    3%       11

$10,000 to $14,999


    1%         5   

$15,000 to $24,999


    4%       19

$25,000 to $34,999


    8%       33
$35,000 to $49,999


  10%       44
$50,000 to $74,999


  17%       76
$75,000 to $99,999


  20%       85
$100,000 to $149,000

  27%     119
$150,000 or more


  10%       44
TOTAL



100%     436
Do you work for an organization that provides public health, medical care, mental health and/or substance abuse services in Freestone County?

Yes

  30%     180




No

  70%     427
TOTAL
100%     607
Where do you receive the majority of your medical care?

Name of Medical Care Provider: (N=334)
The four most identified providers where respondents said they receive the majority of medical care:  

· Bayside Clinic (Anahuac, TX)

· San Jacinto Methodist (Baytown, TX)
· Thompson Outpatient Clinic (Winnie, TX)

· West Chambers County Wellness Clinic (Mont Belvieu, TX)

If applicable, where does your child (or children) receive most of their medical care?

Name of Medical Care Provider: (N=187)
The five most identified providers where respondents said their children receive the majority of medical care:

· Winnie Community Clinic (Winnie, TX)
· Thompson Outpatient Clinic (Winnie, TX)

· Texas Children’s Pediatric Associates (Baytown, TX)

· San Jacinto Methodist Hospital (Bayside, TX)

· Bayside Clinic (Anahuac, TX)
· West Chambers County Wellness Clinic (Mont Belvieu, TX)

How would you rank the health of your community?

Very Good

    5%       28

Good


  31%     174
Fair


  38%     211
Undecided

  12%       67
Poor


    6%       34
Very Poor

    1%         5
Don’t Know

    7%       39
TOTAL

100%     558
How would you rank the recreational and social activities in your community?

Very Good

    5%       27
Good


  23%     130
 

Fair


  34%     188
Undecided

    4%       25


Poor


   25%    141
Very Poor

    7%       40


Don’t Know

    1%         7
TOTAL

100%     558
How would you rank the educational and learning opportunities in your community?

Very Good

  22%     124
Good


  35%     194
Fair


  26%     144
Undecided

    4%       24
Poor


  10%       56
  
Very Poor

    2%         9
Don’t Know

    1%         5
TOTAL

100%     556
How would you rank the employment and job opportunities in your community?

Very Good

    4%       24
Good


  24%     135
Fair


  36%     198

Undecided

    7%       40
Poor


  21%     115

Very Poor

    5%       29

Don’t Know

    2%       13

TOTAL

100%     554
How is your physical health?

Very Good

  20%     109

Good


  59%     325
Fair


  17%       95

Undecided

    1%         6
Poor


    2%       10

Very Poor

    1%         7
Don’t Know

    0%         1
TOTAL

100%     553

How is your mental health?

Very Good

  43%     240

Good


  48%     263
Fair


    7%       39
Undecided

    1%         3
Poor


    1%         7
Very Poor

    0%         1
Don’t Know

    0%         0
TOTAL

100%     553
How is your quality of life?

Very Good

  38%     211
Good


  51%     283
Fair


    9%       52
Undecided

    1%         3

Poor


    1%         5
Very Poor

    0%         2
Don’t Know

    0%         0
TOTAL

100%     586
My community has a Major Problem or Problem with the following:

For example, 54% of respondents identified that “Smoking Tobacco by People Under 18” was a “Major Problem” or “Problem” in their community.
	Smoking Tobacco by People Under 18
	54%     275

	Insect/Mosquito Control
	53%     269

	Cancer
	50%     257

	Obesity
	49%     256

	Air Pollution
	49%     251

	Smoking Tobacco by People 18 and Over
	48%     250

	Lack of Physical Activity or Exercise
	46%     235

	Water Pollution
	45%     234

	High Blood Pressure
	45%     232

	Poor Eating Habits or Lack of Good Nutrition
	45%     230

	Alcohol Abuse
	44%     228

	Exposure to Second Hand Tobacco Smoke
	44%     226

	Drinking & Driving
	43%     220

	Drug Abuse
	42%     216

	Respiratory & Breathing Problems
	42%     216

	Uncontrolled Animals (e.g., stray dogs)
	42%     215

	Heart Disease
	41%     209

	Stress
	38%     194

	Asthma
	38%     191

	Land Pollution
	37%     189

	Motor Vehicle Speeding
	37%     185

	Drugging (other than Alcohol) & Driving
	35%     175

	Teen Pregnancy
	34%     173

	Meth (Crank)
	32%     162

	Diabetes
	30%     152

	Motor Vehicle Accidents
	28%     142

	Not Seeking Dental Care
	28%     141

	Driving or Riding in a Vehicle without a Seatbelt
	27%     134

	Arthritis
	25%     129

	Not Seeking Medical Care
	25%     129

	Stroke
	24%     123

	Motor Vehicle Traffic
	23%     115

	People Under 18 Dropping Out of School
	20%     102

	Crime
	18%       94

	Restaurant Inspections
	18%       93

	People Not Going to School (e.g., Truancy)
	16%       80

	Domestic Violence
	16%       79


CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

My community has a Major Problem or Problem with the following:

	Mental Health
	15%       79

	Pneumonia
	13%       68

	Violence
	13%       67

	Sexually Transmitted Diseases
	11%       54

	Injuries to Children
	08%       43

	Injuries to Adults
	08%       41

	Suicide
	06%       33

	HIV/AIDS
	04%       18


Services most difficult for individuals in my community to receive

For example, 159 individuals selected “Walking Trails & Sidewalks” as the service “most difficult for individuals” in their community to receive.
	Walking Trails & Sidewalks
	159

	Alcohol/Drug Counseling & Treatment
	121

	Dental Care
	116

	Mental Health Counseling & Treatment
	115

	Specialized Medical Care
	110

	Animal Control
	90

	Weight Loss Support Program
	77

	Care for the Elderly
	74

	Transportation Assistance
	74

	Health Insurance
	73

	Parks
	72

	Recreation Services
	71

	Bicycle Trails
	70

	Healthy Food & Beverages
	66

	Eyeglasses
	65

	Daycare for Adults
	63

	Physical Education & Exercise Programs
	63

	Stop Smoking Programs
	59

	Emergency Alcohol & Drug Treatment
	56

	Emergency Medical Care
	56


CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

Services most difficult for individuals in my community to receive

	Emergency Mental Health Treatment
	55

	General Medical Care
	55

	Physical Therapy & Rehabilitation
	54

	Family Planning & Birth Control
	53

	Hospital Services
	46

	Smoke Free Restaurants
	43

	Sex Education
	42

	Abstinence Education
	39

	Housing Assistance
	38

	Mammography Exams (Breast Cancer Screening)
	35

	Legal Assistance
	32

	Social Services
	27

	Social Support Programs
	26

	Daycare for Children
	24

	Language Translation/Interpretation Services
	22

	Nutrition Counseling
	22

	Hospice
	21

	Prenatal Care
	17

	Prostate Cancer Information and Exams
	17

	Safe Neighborhood(s)
	16

	Medication Services
	15

	Funeral Services
	13

	Well-Child Checkups
	13

	Ambulance Services
	12

	Veterinary Care
	12

	Injury Prevention Programs
	10

	Bicycle Helmets
	9

	Utility Assistance
	9

	Home Health 
	8

	Flu Shots
	7

	Food Assistance
	7

	Car Seats for Children
	6

	Immunizations
	5

	Smoke Alarms
	5

	Breast Feeding Education & Support
	3


My community is prepared to respond to a natural or manmade threat.

Strongly Agree

  11%       57
Agree



  48%     240
Undecided


  18%       92
Disagree


  14%       68
Strongly Disagree

    6%       28
Don’t Know


    4%       18
TOTAL


100%     503

My community works with all people to improve health.

Strongly Agree

    4%       19

Agree



  30%     148
Undecided


  30%     150

Disagree


  21%     106
Strongly Disagree

    7%       34
Don’t Know


    9%       45
TOTAL


100%     502
My community does a good job in developing laws and promoting policies that improve health.

Strongly Agree

    2%       12

Agree



  19%       93
Undecided


  39%     194
Disagree


  22%     111

Strongly Disagree

    6%       28

Don’t Know


  12%       58
TOTAL


100%     496
My community does a good job in enforcing laws and/or policies that protect health.

Strongly Agree

    5%       23

Agree



  28%     140
Undecided


  34%     170
Disagree


  16%       81
Strongly Disagree

    6%       30

Don’t Know


  11%       54
TOTAL


100%     498
My community does a good job in providing access to health services.

Strongly Agree

    4%       18
Agree



  39%     192
Undecided


  25%     120
Disagree


  21%     105
Strongly Disagree

    5%       25
Don’t Know


    6%       29
TOTAL


100%     489
My community has enough trained people to address health issues and improve health.

Strongly Agree

    3%       17
Agree



  24%     116
Undecided


  25%     123
Disagree


  31%     151
Strongly Disagree

    8%       38
Don’t Know


    9%       46
TOTAL


100%     491
I want public places (e.g., restaurants) in my community to be “smoke free.”
Strongly Agree

  59%     290
Agree



  19%       92
Undecided


    8%       38
Disagree


    6%       30
Strongly Disagree

    8%       39
Don’t Know


    1%         5
TOTAL


100%     494
  
My community respects me.

Strongly Agree

  14%       69

Agree



  54%     265
Undecided


  16%       81
Disagree


    5%       25

Strongly Disagree

    1%         6
Don’t Know


    9%       46
TOTAL


100%     492
It is financially difficult for me to get health services.

Strongly Agree


    7%       35
Agree




  15%       75
Undecided



  11%       52
Disagree



  49%     241
Strongly Disagree


  17%       83
Don’t Know



    2%       10
TOTAL



100%     496
My workplace is safe.
Strongly Agree


  35%     171
Agree




  50%     244
Undecided



    7%       34
Disagree



    3%       13
Strongly Disagree


    2%       12

Don’t Know



    2%       12
TOTAL



100%     486

Do you and your family know what to do if Pandemic Influenza (Pan Flu) hits your community?

Yes


  25%     116


No


  75%     354
TOTAL

100%     470

Have you and your family developed a plan in case of a manmade or natural threat?
Yes


  64%     299

No


  36%     172
TOTAL

100%     471
Before Hurricane Ike, did you (and your family) have a plan in case of natural or manmade disaster?
Yes


  73%     342

No


  27%     129

TOTAL

100%     471
Since Hurricane Ike, have you developed a plan (for you and your family) in case of natural or manmade disaster?
Yes


  70%     324

No


  30%     138

TOTAL

100%     462
What things keep your community from improving its health?  (294 Responses)

Communications

Resources

A lack of exercise facilities
Abject poverty

Access and financial requirements

Access to emergency health care
Proximity to air pollutants
County Resources
Low population overall

Affordable health care

Air pollution

Air pollution - which leads to pollution of the land and food grown in it
Anahuac ambulance service (which rarely, if ever transports to a hospital other than Anahuac)  

Air Pollution, alcohol consumption

All the fast food places

All the refineries and plants in the area

No place for kids to play -no sidewalks.
Drinkable water!

Apathy

Apathy and inconvenient to exercise anywhere near
Available public spaces to exercise and play outside. 

Bad eating habits and lack of exercise

Bad eating habits and not enough fitness programs
Bad habits, like smoking or drinking, passed on from parents to children.

Being mostly rural

Being remote

Bringing a dentist, bringing an eye doctor, more MDs period

Chambers County is a large area with the population spread a crossed

Chambers County offers a wonderful health program but people who do not work for the county and are low income find it difficult to get health care.

Chemical plants

Chemical plants in the area

Chemical plants, water pollutants

Chemical refinery dispersal

Community population density is not sufficient to support these services.

Cost

Cost of health care, lack of universal health care, conservative view that universal health care equals socialism, lobbying by health industry to prevent wellness 

Cost of health insurance

Cost to patients

Currently do not have any businesses such as World Gym. Mostly have fast food establishments.

Demand, Not enough people to support more health care

Dental care

Distance and cost

Distance to travel for facilities

Don't know - maybe no insurance or fixed income.

Drinking water issues
Drugs

Economic issues, the lack of affordable health care.

Education

Education on how to improve one's health is just not here

Education, no safe zones for walking, etc., challenges, incentives to improve health education, involvement, manpower

Emergency health services
Only one hospital with long waits

Emissions from chemical companies

Environmental issues
Economic means
Lack of motivation in preventative health care

Factory emissions

Fast food

FAST FOOD RESTAURANTS

Finances/funding (9 responses)
Financial difficulties

Financial hardship
Even with insurance, medical care and ESPECIALLY dental care is too expensive.

Financial support
Financing for health programs

Funding, information and location

Leadership that spends what money is available wisely
Funds, distance from cities with help for mental, emotional, abuse problems. We are in-between Houston and Beaumont, and neither will provide services to our area, expecting clients to come to them. Clients most often don't have a way to get there and also have to work, making it difficult to take off long enough to drive long distances.

Having many activities for our pre-teen and teen aged children other that school activities.

Health department

HEALTH DEPARTMENT HAS INADEQUATE STAFF. NO ONE IS EVER AVAILABLE TO GIVE IMMUNIZATIONS OR BLOOD DRAWS.

Health Insurance (lack of)

Health Insurance that people can afford

Hospital and clinic are not on the PPO member list for school district insurance.

Hospital district contributing to more health issues and equipment

I don't know what the health status of my county is.  It may be just fine and would need no improvement.

I feel being a small town does not help.  But we have gotten a Dr's office in town which helps.  

I think the health of our community would greatly benefit from some type of health club or gym made available to the people of mid-county.  

I think transportation service is needed to assist the low income & elderly to access Health care

Ignorance or apathy on the part of community leaders and elected officials
I'm not sure.

Individuals make their own decisions. I do not believe that community can make someone healthy.

Information, motivation

It is a small community which did not have any medical clinics until recently.  It can be difficult to get in to see a doctor, but the medical situation is improving.

It is mostly rural.

It is too difficult to have qualified people to do home health services.  The pay is insufficient to encourage service industries.

KNOWLEDGE OF POLLUTION

Lack of staffing for animal control and animal cruelty…Need more laws to keep animals healthy that are being raised for 4H etc.  Get them out of city.

Lack of a real hospital

Lack of available financing
Lack of being able to attract and keep a doctor

Lack of bicycle trails and sidewalks…Have to drive everywhere.

LACK OF COMMUNICATION

Lack of communication of services that may be provided

Lack of community communication

Lack of concern, education on health issues

Lack of education

Lack of education

LACK OF EDUCATION AND FINANCESG

Lack of education and lack of insurance

Lack of education
Lack of educational opportunities

Lack of Exercise classes, gym, etc...

Lack of facilities and initiatives to improve our health
Lack of financial aid to more people that needs help

Lack of funding (6 responses)
Lack of funds to adequately care for the health of low income individuals and people with little or no health insurance
Lack of funds, lack of individuals with time…Community is spread out.

Lack of government funds

Lack of infrastructure

Lack of initiative on the part of local leaders
LACK OF LOCAL HEALTH CENTER FOR THOSE WITHOUT INSURANCE
Lack of local physicians, and specialty doctors and lack of funds

Lack of medical and dental insurance for low income people

Lack of medical facilities such as local doctor’s office, professional care offices and care for the elderly
Lack of money

Lack of parks, playgrounds, and free sports programs that would help children and adults participate in physical exercise.

Lack of paved walking/skating trails

Lack of preventative care / education

Lack of programs for low income families to get low cost health care…there was a program at one time then it vanished.

Lack of programs that help improve obesity and other health issues related to it.

Lack of public transportation

Lack of resources

Lack of resources and finances available to obtain the training needed to educate leaders and persons in the community that could promote better health behaviors overall 

Lack of restaurants serving healthy food; grocery store lacks good quality meat/vegetables
Lack of services offered as well as a lack of trained professionals. 

Lack of specialized medical services

Lack of specialty physicians

Lack of trained professionals, cost of healthcare

LANDFILL IS CLOSE TO CEDAR BAYOU AND IS A FUTURE CONCERN FOR THE SHELLFISH INDUSTRY

Laziness

Laziness, smoking, no exercise, bad diets, no sidewalks, no bike lanes, no healthy places to eat

Limit access to services.

Limited available services
Minimal publicity of available programs

Live in Rural Community, No work-out facilities
Non-compliant patients

Living in such an urban area, I don't feel promoting a healthy lifestyle is important like it is in rural areas.

LOCAL HOSPITAL IS CROWDED. NEED MORE CHOICES.  METHODIST HAS A MONOPOLY ON THE MEDICAL SERVICES AVAILABLE.

Local parks without biking and walking trails; restaurants without healthy menu choices

Location

Location

Location to services

Location, finances, apathy

Logistical and transportation

Longer hours at eagle point. Side walks for walking and biking…More parks…Adult leagues for sports.

Lots of people need treatment for their medical problems but can't afford it we have a health grant but it doesn't provide all that is needed.

Low income and elderly w/out transportation

Low income of many people so organic is not feasible here

Lower education level of the residents

Making it a priority by providing resources

Many workers do not have dental
insurance, therefore dental overlooked. The working man should has access to dental care

Marketing initiatives - funding

Money (8 responses)
Money and Current leadership

Money and someone to take charge and get it done

Money, lack of free exercise areas, walking trails, jogging trails, parks, etc…

Mosquito control

Mosquitoes

Need more facilities

Need to educate the community more about health programs that are readily available.

No areas provided to exercise or walk.

No community access to walking trails, bike trails, or jogging paths…UNLESS you drive to Eagle Point.

No facilities to exercise.  No specialized health facilities like dentist, eye care, etc.  We have lots of teen pregnancies…maybe provide services that help teenagers receive contraception. 

NO HOSPITAL CLOSE

No info available to public.

No local hospital

No money

No money and no one to help

No nice parks, walking and biking trails.

No one

No parks or walking trails.

No paved trails to ride/skate on

No resources

No sidewalks on the streets, people need the ability to be active outside.

No sidewalks or bike trails to walk/bike safely.

No smoking in the restaurants

No specialists 

No work out center/gym

Non compliant patients

None

None

Not an incorporated town…Ignorance…Money
Not enough choices of healthy affordable food and affordable places to exercise and more hiking, jogging park type things

Not enough doctors - have to go out of County.

Not enough education

Not enough man power or will.

Not enough parks & recreation areas.  Too much pollution.

Not enough people pulling together

Not everyone lives in Anahuac

Not having enough free of charge services for the community.

Not very much communication in the community
Nothing

Nutrition habits

Old habits (smoking, drinking, eating too much) new trends (smoking, drinking, eating way too much)

On the go all the time, busy community

Our community has lots of people with insurance. I think that breeds some lack of compassion for the ones that don't. Have’s and have not’s
Our county is very diverse with a wide range of economic levels. I think it is difficult for lower income people to get access to doctors because we are not near a state or county hospital/medical facility.

Our size  

Park with walking trails and sidewalks in the city so people could walk to the store instead of driving everywhere
Parks, recreation, dirty waterways, dirty lots

Part of the issue is lack of knowledge of what services are available. Another is transportation to those facilities that are available. 

People are spread out and grocery stores are not always geared to the organic food products or healthy food choices.  Same with restaurants...Lots of fried food.

People don't want to get involved with anything and lack of communication

People have to want to improve their health before it can be improved

People in the community won't speak about what they need

People not wanting to get involved

People not wanting to improve

People taking care of themselves...Too many people expect others to take care of them and the government enables this.

People without insurance or money have trouble receiving help.

People's standard of living

Personal responsibility on the individual to choose healthy lifestyles
Plant emissions & water supplies
Politics

Polluted air from chemical plants, polluted water 

Pollution

Pollution

Pollution from chemical plants
Specialized doctors
No hospital

Pollution from industry

Pollution of the water for water wells, industry moving into the area causing air pollution

Pollution, drinking water, not having walking trails
Poor air quality and polluted drinking water,  

Poor diet

Poor leadership

Poor self image, acceptance that it is ok to get public assistance, that one-up manship like I got this much money from the government. What did you get?'

Poverty, availability of drugs, access to alcohol by minors

Refineries

Refineries

Resources

Running, insurance

Rural area

Rural area

Rural area
No transportation
Closet quality health is in Baytown

Size and location

Small community

Small community, leaders of the community

Small population and limited industry/job/tax base

Small size of our community
Smoking and drinking

Smoking in public places

Smoking, drinking, drugs

Smoking, drugs, alcohol

Smoking, second hand smoke, pollution and people's own laziness

Some are unable to afford healthcare

Some of the people live in the dark ages still.

Some what fragmented delivery systems

The air we breathe.

The Anahuac city water

The cost of health care and medications

The distance from other towns
The idiots running it

The individuals wanting or not wanting to get help that is provided
The industrial plants

The lack of funding for educational programs
The low income families and illegal families that live in town.

The medical care is too expensive.

The people, they don't want to change their habits

The plants on either side of our county that dump their chemicals our way
The politics

The rural, spread out area that Chambers County covers with no large commercial tax base.

The terribly polluted air that we breathe in every single day...Look around
The water
Air blowing in from each direction, bring pollutants.

There are no smoking restrictions in restaurants, and there should be. Second-hand smoke is dangerous - especially for children and despite 'smoking area' patrons that do not smoke still suffer from the smell
There seems to be a very big money problem for some individuals and that needs to be overcome

They have no health facilities that I can get to

Too much garbage in the streets, because they won't drive to the dump or lost it on their way
Too close to Houston

Too much free services for people that are not American citizens.

Too political
Transportation in city to doctor in town

Transportation to doctors or medical facilities...Many people lack insurance.

Unavailability of services

Understanding

Undiagnosed mental health conditions and lack of services located in the area

Walking, biking trails
Health care services in MB area

Water

Water and air pollution from industries

We are an economically disadvantaged community.

We don't have community programs that target health problems or that promote healthy choices such as a walking/running program, recreational opportunities, or a decent place to walk/run.  Also, air quality and water quality is a huge concern for me.

We have a health clinic for Chambers County

We have great Doctors and Medical services in our community, but a lot of our residents in Anahuac have no Insurance and it is hard for them to get the health care that is needed...  

We still have smoking sections in all our restaurants. Gym isn't mandatory in high school (teens are getting enough exercise.)

Weather

Weather 

We're fine.

How can your community improve its health?  (269 Responses)
YMCA or similar facility that facilitates all ages

Workshops for people to attend to learn more about how to properly care for themselves and their families
We're fine. 

We need to provide more recreation actives for adults!!!

We need a water purification plant.
Finish the park that is planned on 3180.
Sidewalks in all neighborhoods
Farmers market

We need a recreation center or somewhere for kids and adults to exercise

We have a problem with obesity in this area.  Animal control so people can get out and walk

Watching for illegal dumping, vehicles that don't need to be on the road and people

Dumping on vacant property

Smoke free restaurants.

Walking trails/ nature trails
Recreation centers
Outdoor activities- basketball courts, playground equipment, etc...
Groups for participation- for youth & adults that are not exuberantly priced

Walking

Universal health care, address the apathy

Understanding

Try to treat east and west chambers separate but equal. 

Try harder

Too much food stamps…too easy…until people change their attitudes, and go to work, nothing will change.

Tighten air, water, land pollution regulations for industrial plants in the area.

Through awareness

They need a bigger hospital where women don't have to go far to have there baby.

There aren't any SAFE places to walk in Winnie. There is the constant threat of loose dogs, and strange vagrants. There is no police drive-bys to discourage these people from hanging out at the parks. 

The healthier foods cheaper

The smaller city councils organizing trial group exercise programs for mornings and evenings.

The people that live here need to make a decision to take care of themselves

The new park on Eagle Drive will be an asset but I think bike trails to link FM565N to Eagle Dr. would also be a great thing.  I know as a senior I would ride my bike if it could be done safely. 

Teen recreation center and some type of assisted living for adults

Support universal health care, educate 

Stronger hazard control

Stronger controls on community water wells

Stricter laws on emissions
Stricter enforcement of clean air policies at the chemical plants

Stop smoking, start eating healthier, and start exercising

Stop smoking in public places

Stop doing drugs

Stay on top of environmental issues

Sponsor activities (runs, bicycle rides, hikes, etc) for the public

Spend more county money on our county hospital!  Build offices and clinics to attract doctors and medical experts to our area.  We need assisted living and day care for the elderly.  We need more parks and recreation areas with basketball goals, tennis courts, and playground equipment for our youth and to provide walking, jogging and bicycle trails that join neighborhoods and communities
Specialized physicians and a hospital 
Have access to an ER… 

Some type of Community Organized program that focuses on different health related topics such as obesity, weight loss, diet, exercise, healthy living, etc

Smoke free facilities and more recreational facilities to encourage group activities to the general public

Smoke free environments.
Sidewalks
Closed drainage systems
Enforce septic system regulations.
Health Education

Sidewalks
Walking/Biking Trails

Sidewalks through town or a nice park with walking/running access to promote free and safe exercise (strollers and leashed pets permitted)

Shut McDonalds down

Sex education

Seek out EVERYONE in the community not just the people that you want to talk to!

Seek education

Restaurants provide healthier items on menus. 

Regulations to insure enforcement of emissions laws

Recycle, build parks & recreational facilities, lower the pollution rate

Recruit good doctors to my area

Receive medical services

Quit the old habits and form new ones. Exercise…Close down fast food restaurants and start eating healthier  

QUIT the above

Quality emergency health care

Public awareness programs

Providing public education regarding children, child abuse prevention, and providing more activities for children
Providing more recreational activities for adults and children

Providing more health services to the community free of charge
Providing additional places to exercise 

Provide walking/biking trails, eliminate drinking/violence in parks so that we can use them for fitness, provide initiatives to exercise (5K runs, swimming, etc), recreation leagues for adults.

Provide transportation for low income people to get to the medical services available in Houston or Beaumont.

Provide services for persons who can't afford insurance.  Many elderly go without meds because they can't afford them

Provide safe parks, more medical facilities

Provide routine medical check ups at a reduced price

Provide resources

Provide recreational area for exercise and provide restaurants with healthy food options

Provide reasonably priced housing for senior adults, provide transportation, remove dogs and cats, and stop trash dumping

Provide quality mental health services

Provide nice places for people to want to get out and exercise.

Provide more services to the community.

Provide more services for MH & MR
Check what Liberty County does in that area...Chambers offers nothing

Provide more services and bring Anahuac Hospital up to standards

Provide more services

Provide more free or reduced cost clinics for low income and uninsured people

Provide more facilities in the community.

Provide more accessible areas to get exercise without having to pay for a membership in a health club.

Provide low cost health care

Provide information and facilities to not just indigent and low-income families...include all types.

Provide home health services such as caregivers who are qualified and paid enough to encourage someone other than a person who seems to not be able to get any other job.  Physical therapy at home is not available in this area unless you can pay a lot of money for individual care.  It is difficult to get help from the local agency.

Provide Hike, bike and walking/running trails.

Provide clinics and workshops free of charge Make industry more accountable for pollution

Provide and educate people 

Provide activities for the majority

Provide a community place for exercise programs and nutrition counseling for weight control and food related issues.

Proper eating and exercise

Promote positive lifestyle choices and educate on side effects of smoking, drugs, alcohol and poor diet choices

Preventive health practice facilitation such as more hiking & biking trails, Kayak friendly areas for launching, information programs

Preventive education / health care specialists coming to the area for the elderly

Pollution control

Please put healthier restaurants in like a subway and a workout facility.

PLACE TO GO WALK OR RIDE BIKES WOULD BE NICE.  ALL WE HAVE IS THE SCHOOLS FACILITY.

People know about alcohol and drug education - they just need to follow it.  Especially in the alcohol area   

Participate in more outdoor activities, join a gym, play tennis at the facilities provided across the street from the school.

Parks and walking trails

Parents can stop keeping their eyes closed about the serious drinking problem our teens have.

Organized children's health events/family events

Open up a gym

Open a work out facility - city water needs to be up to par

OPEN A FACILITY FOR LOW-INCOME FAMILIES TO GET QUALITY HEALTHCARE

Offer workout facility with trained physical trainers

Offer these services, get the park made and include plenty of walking/jogging area.    Also, educate the public on what is in our air and how it is affecting the health of our community.

Offer more services locally

Offer more services and hire more professionals. 

Offer free seminar, write ups in newspaper, participate in awareness programs.

Offer exercise classes

Obtain a regular doctor and go for regular check ups and follow ups

Not sure I access health care in Harris County

None

No smoking in restaurants…drug and alcohol abuse programs

No pollution

Needs better and more communication

Need more specialized medical services

Need more Educated Personal to promote for our young children at an early age (drugs etc...).

Need for bicycle lanes; stringent pollution codes for chemical plants and emission testing for ALL vehicles

Need a community gym

More testing at local hospital

More state assistance

More restaurants offering healthy food

More programs that address eating habits
More programs offered here.

More Programs

More planned activities

More participants in emergency medical and fire programs

More medical services in the community

More law enforcement visibility may keep the drug dealers away

More hospitals; better hospitals; more doctors
More hospitals or clinics in rural area

MORE HEALTH SEMINARS OR GROUP SUPPORT

More Health Clinics

More government funds

More funds and more programs

More Federal or State supported programs.

More exercise trails

More exercise facilities

More educational opportunities

More education/more services /funds

More education and help to make good choices
More community program promotion / advertising and maybe promoting a community contest of sorts.... Anahuac's Biggest Loser (like the TV show) and provide incentives for winners... not sure how it would go over but some folks would actively participate and some weight loss and education is better than none at all.  Maybe a gym that's accessible - even if monthly fees are collected - it's just having something available in the area.

More community outreach 

More Bayside Clinic

More accessible help

Monitor the industrial sector more frequently

Minding their own business

Medical transportation services to rural areas; health education

Medical check ups, dental care and eye care for those that don't have insurance. Also pre-natal services
Making a lot more things available as far a health screenings, more medication programs for people without insurance
Make those that can take care of themselves instead of handing out freebies to anyone who will take them.

Make sure of a clean water supply
Recruit doctors to a rural area

MAKE STRICTER CONTROLS OVER LANDFILLS AND PROXIMITY TO OUR WATER RESOURCES

Lowering veggies & fruits

Lowering costs

Litterbugs and junky property

Let people know by mail what services are here and have a sex education class in middle school and high school.

Let free enterprise work

Less drinking of alcohol

Knowledge, better drinking water 

Join Eagle Pointe and eat better

It can’t

Insurance program for small businesses
Inspect more of the septic systems in the area…keep a check on the fast growth to prevent flooding of the sewer and water systems.

Information

Inform citizens what is available for them.

Individual commitment, but need resources

Incentives to bring in industry that will provide employment and services without additional pollution or 'ugliness'…Improving the courthouse area
Improve water quality

Improve the water system.

Improve quality / standard of care at the Anahuac hospital.  I travel to Baytown & Houston for quality care but many cannot.  In my opinion, the general attitude of the community is that what the hospital provides is the best they could receive anywhere, and so they fully expect people to die after any heart attack or stroke.  Many don't understand that with proper & immediate treatment, the odds of living quality lives after such an event can be high.  
Improve public awareness

Improve and increase the number of recreation areas

Implementing Health fairs, letting people know what's available to them

Hospital and clinic should become PPO for school district insurance.  Work more with the schools with teen pregnancy and safe sex.

Help those who have no insurance or money. Provide better clinics

Help people that try to help themselves and pay taxes to this country

Healthy eating, exercise

Healthier eating places, nature trails, exercise facilities, emphasis on being healthier.

Health issues can be addressed through the school system to students and their parents, and through other services to the rest of the community.

Having more uninsured medical assistance easier to apply for
Having daily classes
Having a more planned community
Have someone designated by the county who takes a strong role in inspecting restaurants and cafes.  More parks and places for people to exercise.  

Have more services available inside the county so that people don't have to travel to get them

Have more programs that help all parts of the county not just specific parts of the county so many of the programs are geared towards certain parts of the county leaving other sides of the county with little or no help at all. As a person with good insurance and good health care and a position in the health care field this is disheartening.

Have more health fairs at different times and post it.

Have more affordable insurance programs available to the residents.

Have a cheap clinic for those kids that don't have insurance.

Have a better program for people that don't have insurance.

Grant funds for sufficient transportation and health services

Getting yearly physicals

Get the word out to individuals that don't have computers, cell phones or house phones

Get rid of the waste management plant on Hwy 65

Get outside more and encourage more healthcare professionals to move to the area

Get more specialized care

GET GROUP INSURANCE THAT CITIZENS CAN AFFORD

Get fresh faces for our government

Get educated and care

Get a true hospital with on staff doctors

Get 4 H and FFA animals out of the City and neighborhoods. They smell is terrible!!! Our neighbors are GROSS.

Full service lab and x-ray in west Chambers

Free services

Fix the water problems

Find a way to assist people w/ healthcare

Financial and education

Fight weight control in schools and have programs for children and adults. Drugs off of the street

Exercising
Better eating habits
Stop smoking

EXERCISE AND DIET

Everyone needs to make a conscious effort to improve their eating habits, exercise habits basically overall health awareness.

Enlarge and improve the Health department

Enforce very strict laws to for the chemical plants that surround our entire lives. Don't just make the laws, enforce them.

Enforce no smoking in public.  Exercise

Encourage Doctors and Clinics to come to the area.

Education for citizens
Education and more access to medical clinics

Education 

Education

EATING BETTER
QUITTING SMOKING

Drug & alcohol enforcement especially in outlying areas like Hankamer, education, drink bottled water
Don't know - maybe not enough resources for middle income family.

Develop County wide wellness program.  Develop more parks and walking/biking trails.  More emphasis needs to be placed on prevention vs. cure.

Dentists in county

Control speeding cars and also have house hold trash pick up so we are not creating more air pollution hauling or own trash

Continued awareness and access to areas that provide recreation/exercise
Comprehensive, proactive, preventive resources

Community wide wellness programs

Communicate with residents

Collaborate with other communities to provide public transportation

Closely monitor air, water and soil samples to identify and deal with harmful substances

Close down the refineries which is not a feasible idea; therefore abide by the EPA regulations plus make stronger guidelines

Clinics

Clinic closer to Beach City

Cleaner air, get more exercise and
Stop eating fast food

Cleaner air quality
Clean water

Clean up the city and roads to make it more attractive…Add more street lights because there are a lot of dark streets Shine!

Changes in diet and increase exercise

Change attitudes

Carpools/Medical Vans

By seeking medical services

By getting better doctors and build more hospitals

By enforcing limits and laws on things prohibited to younger people

By enforcing existing laws
By doing what we need to do

By continuing to bring attention to citizens of opportunities to improve health and the importance of a healthy life-style Offer bike rides or running marathons to bring attention to health and fitness issues

By being fair to all 

Buy helping families that can’t afford it

Better restaurants and exercise facilities Nutrition education for community and schools 

Better jobs with benefits

Better information on health needs, the County is doing a better job of this issue

Better hospital, senior citizens facilities

Better health facilities

Better education in young, middle and older adults

Better drinking water and trash pick up more regularly

Better domestic animal control Strays Eliminate outdoor burning- air quality Mosquito control- used tire and junk disposal 

Better access and less financial restrictions
Your amount of income does not increase when inflation continues to go up

Becoming more aware of our environment we live in
having parks that are equipped for the handicapped children and adults as well as the ambulatory people as well

BECOME MORE INFORMED

Be stricter on the surrounding plants

Be more active.  It is difficult in a semi rural area to walk to a store, etc…It is often not safe to walk on the roads because the cars drive fast (speed limit is 60, dangerous to walk along the roadside)

Awareness, getting routine checkups

Awareness and teaching

Awareness about things that affect health  Not everyone has access to email or newspapers and get their information other places  Bring in more outside health workers to do free programs on nutrition, diabetes, etc 

Attract health care professional e.g. dentist

Ask for community related seminars, incentive seminars

Additional hospital beds

Additional equipment @ local hospital

Access to health care of all residents, regardless of finances

A farmer's market of locally grown veggies would help

Get more doctors and nurses 

Communications
Resourcing/Volunteering

Get more people involved 

What organizations work to improve the health of your community?  (N=180)
WIC, DHS, Head Start

WIC, clinics (Dr.), indigent care - but middle income cannot qualify when they need help.

WIC American Heart

WIC

WIC

Wellness Program in our County

Wellness organization

Wellness Center/Health Dept.

Wellness Center
Aerobics Class at Golf Course (good class, but too crowded) We need something in town.

Wellness Center and Local Hospital

Wellness Center

Wellness Center

Wellness center

Weight Watchers, Curves, Eagle Pointe Recreation Center, Chambers County Wellness Center

We have types of the organizations?

We have several spec. doctors that come to WCH to help patients

We have a hospital district that takes something of an interest in this, and we have a coalition of some sort that works toward this goal.

Water board, emergency rescue, health and safety board

W.I.C., Health Dept, Environmental Safety

W. chambers Medical Clinic

Volunteers…Our city, county, school, and chamber of commerce disseminate information and request volunteers when needed.

United Way

There's a new clinic on Eagle Drive

There is one clinic I know of
The Wellness Center that Mary Beth Bess runs

The schools

The school is the only place that promotes good health; I don't know of anyone that promotes good health to adults

The new medical clinic on 3180 is a great help

The elementary school

The county wellness center
The county recently built a clinic on my end of the county.

The county and hospitals

The clinic on Eagle Drive

Social Services

Small primary care clinic and Critical Access Community Hospital

Schools, local hospital

Schools, hospital & health clinics

Schools, government, county, state, local

Schools, Eagle Pointe wellness center

Schools, City, Pilot club, Lions club

Schools, church, local government

Schools and sports leagues

Schools try to teach kids what is good and bad for you, but NO WHERE in the community teaches anything

Schools

Schools

School, county

School district, hospital district, local clinic and hospital, church organizations

San Jacinto Methodist Hospital

Red Cross

Public officials

Private business, not government

Pilot Club, Shriners, and church organizations.

Pharmacy, clinic, and eagle point

Our local hospital, clinics

Our health and wellness program through the county.

Not sure; combination of businesses and organizations; medical, FSA, NRCS, 

None for people with insurance…Who can't afford out of pocket expenses.

No sure…I do know that Gary Nelson did what he could to help people after the last hurricane

Need easier ways to get help in medicine and doctors visits.

My office (Chambers County Employee Health and Wellness Center)
Bayside community Hospital
Bayside Clinic
Dr. Andres
Dr. Yazdani
Health Department
Schools
Fire/EMS

Most nonprofit organizations

Medical clinics, schools

Medical Clinics

Medicaid, health grants

Mary Beth

Local Hospitals, County

Local Hosp, County Health Dept, Smith Point VFD, Anahuac EMS

Lions Club, the Vine, churches, Chambers County health clinic

Lions Club, Bayside FQHC

Lions club
Chamber of commerce
School nurses
Chamber County Public Health

Lions Club 
AYAA
Civic clubs
Church groups

It is good to see the addition of a medical clinic here.

Individuals who are responsible enough to take care of themselves…While the Red Cross, United Way, etc. are great, they enable others.

Indigent health care program

In the Cove area I know of none.

In the county the county nurse

If you do not have insurance, minor
medical conditions go untreated

IC and American Heart Association

I see that there is a medical clinic open on Eagle Drive.  I think it is run by the county.  We do have a very active religious community and school activities.

I know the county has done a health fare for their employees.  The school (ECISD) has done a little to promote education on being healthier.

I have no clue, IF there is an organization they aren't doing much

I do not know of any in the county. However I am not in the lower pay scale of the county and these are the people that will need it most.

Hospitals and doctor offices

Hospital, Hospital district, and health department

Hospital, clinics, county offices

Hospital or some organization offered exercise classes at golf course.

Hospital district, county worksite wellness

HOSPITAL DISTRICT I THINK

Hospital district and county health office

Hospital district

Hospital cancer awareness

Here at the wellness center we are bringing more of our county workers in that would not have come in before even because of the minimal cost, it makes me feel good

Heath dept
Health Department
Health department, churches, clinics

Health department
Hospital

Health Department and Doctor's Offices

Health department

Health department

Health department

Health clinic, Eagle Pointe

Health clinic, 

Health and Wellness

Hard working individuals in medical field, but, small for profit system and human resources limit  

GALVESTON BAY FOUNDATION

For the kids, the sports organization, if the family can afford the fees

Flu shot health fairs-health prevention.

Extension, library, WIC

Environmental Health Dept, Chambers County Wellness Center

EMS, fire dept., police, clinic, dentists, churches

EMS and county health

Eagle Pointe health clinic

Eagle Pointe Recreation Center offers many classes and the gym if you are able to get there for them.  Bike trails to connect to the community would be outstanding!!

Eagle Pointe Recreation Center

Eagle Point

EAGLE POINT

Do what needs to be done

Curves and eagle point work on the physical aspect not sure about the mental

County, school districts

County, hospital district, schools

County is only one I know of....

County health dept., should be the agencies that provide us with water, i.e. TBCD, City of Anahuac

County Government

County

County

County

Community EMS,
County medical care
Local Churches

Clinic/hospital, county government, MCCC, 

Clinic, pharmacy

City of Mont Belvieu Dept. of Health inspections/ animal control

Cities, churches, hospitals and clinics
Churches provide free screenings for cancer through federal organizations but communicating these opportunities is a challenge.  Often they go by with low attendance. 

Church communities

Chambers County
Health Department
Local clinics

Chambers County
Chambers county Health Dept
Chambers County WIC office
Chambers county Wellness Center

CHAMBERS COUNTY WELLNESS CENTER

Chambers County Public Hospital District #1

Chambers County Health and Wellness, Bayside Community Hospital

Chambers County Health Dept.
WIC
West Side Clinic
Dr. Porter
The New Eye Doctor

Chambers County has done an amazing job with its County Employee Health & Wellness Center.   I also understand that the Joy Center is doing a lot for the elderly. 

Chambers county government

Chambers County Employee Wellness Center

Chambers County Commissioners court

Chambers County

CC Wellness Program

Chambers County Hospital

BHISD
West Chambers Health Center

BHISD
Eagle Pointe
BH Little League
BH Sports Association
Weight Watchers 

Beside the County itself it is unknown to me.

Bayside sponsors an aerobics class

Bayside sometimes does or the county health clinic. 

Wellness Center

Bayside Hospital and Clinic (23 responses)
Retail stores that remain open and the stores that have expanded or built new facilities

WIC 
TX dept of health
schools

LOCAL HEALTH CLINIC, LOCAL DENTAL OFFICE, EYE DOCTOR
Bayside Community Hospital and Kathy Goodman do an excellent job with the health fairs and information

Health Department 

Bayside Community Hospital - providing health awareness and prevention programs Also assist with an Aerobics program. 
Chambers County Health Clinic…provides preventative programs for County employees, as well as WIC programs and Family Planning Program…

Bayside Clinic & WCMC – provides Family Planning and Health Steps services.

Chambers County Wellness Center

County Wellness Center

Bayside Clinic has flyers, ads in newspaper and they just came out with a beautiful 2009 calendar.

West Chambers Medical Clinics

AISD

American Heart Association and American Cancer Society

All I know of is the school nurses, who make flu shots available to school staff.

County church

What successes has your community had in improving its health?  (N=137)
With the new county nurse I feel the county employees are receiving medical needs that in the past they could not afford

When they hired Kathy Goodman…she does an excellent job and promoting health services
When the County began having employees the availability to see a county nurse I believe this has helped the county employees

Wellness screenings, though people's awareness of such events is minimal. 

Wellness Program for county employees

Wellness Center within the County government
Wellness Center

Wellness program, free physicals, county employee clinic gives good information

We were able to staff and keep an ambulance here for about a year but lost it recently

We now have places available on eagle drive

We now have a medical clinic, a pharmacy, a dentist, and a vision clinic.

We now have a fitness center

We now have a clinic for medical needs

We kept a toxic dump from being built in our neighborhood.

We have more EMS services, & a Dr's office.

We have helped immunize children with vaccinations, controlled high blood pressure, diabetes, etc.

We have ambulance, fire and medical services provided.

We have a great county wellness center that promotes exercising and classes each year for county employees

We finally have a pharmacy and clinic

We do have more doctors in town and good emergency room.

We do have a recreational facility (Eagle Point) where we can join as members and exercise.  We also have a food pantry at the Methodist Church to serve those in financial need.

We do have a Health grant that helps people that have no money a way to get treatment and a program where medication can be ordered if the patient qualifies but. It takes time to receive the medication. We need more programs for helping the needy.

W.I.C. touches many area residents
with referrals, education and food, formula supplement

Volunteer Ambulance service has made emergency care available

Very little that I can think of offhand
Very little

Trying to clean up water, air pollution, waste management…
The wellness center for chambers county employee

The restaurants in Baytown are smoke free---I am allergic to smoke and it makes very hard to eat out in my area

The local hospital and clinic reaches out to surrounding communities by going to those who otherwise would not be able to go to a health facility

The hospital has health fairs, gives flu shots, and is open at all times to answer questions about healthcare needs and direct citizens to correct places for all types of healthcare.

The Hardin school district is trying to identify those children who do not get balanced meals at home and take steps to meet their needs.

The availability of the Wellness Center has aided in improving the overall health of the community but to what extent is unknown to me.

Successful health education and awareness programs

Somewhat successful

Somewhat/some (6 responses)
Some, but needs some improvement

Since I seldom use the community health facilities I cannot answer this

Shelters after Katrina and Ike 
Doctors and nurses in traditional roles.... and Arboretum established there

Several spec. doctors brought in by WCH. Could use more help from hospital district to pay for these providers/services.

Re-opening Winnie Community Hospital
Bayside Hospital offering community outreach screening programs.

Relay for life campaign very successful

Providing more health care facilities

Our county offers a Why Weight Program

Opening the wellness center

Opening a clinic, a vision care office and a pharmacy on Eagle Drive
Opened a clinic

Now have health clinic, eye doctor in Mont Belvieu

Now have clinic on west side. Need more doctors. No Pass.

Now have a community medial facility

Not being worked

NONE worse since hurricane! The town is disgusting, trash, old dilapidated buildings, no signs of effort to repair.

No smoking ordinance

No one is denied for medical attention when needed.  Clinic is open on Saturday mornings.

Newspaper

New private and public clinics and services are coming into our area.  So the general health is being maintained but is not improving.

New physicians and medical facilities

New medical clinic, smoke free restaurants

New health clinic on Eagle Drive

New Health Facilities

New clinic opened

New clinic

Moderate success

Moderate

Mobile Mammography
Annual Health Fair

Mobile clinic and free mammograms
Minimal - limited resources

Medical clinic, optometrist

Medical clinic
Eye care professional

Making Restaurants smoke free

Lots of no smoking in public places…Drug awareness programs in schools

Lots

Limited
Limited smoking in restaurants and public places

Kids have eyeglasses- Rose program new clinic

Kept Doctor's offices and Rural Hospitals open
County started a health clinic for employees

Keeping government small

Implementing our wellness program…Giving employees access to free checkups
I see underage pregnancy, overweight, diabetes, and all other health problems in our small community I have not seen much success in improving it we seem to hide our heads in this matter

I see it improving - getting a family medical care clinic, an eye care clinic and a pharmacy in the community has been nice.

I have heard that they are working on a big nice park with ball fields and so forth.

I don't believe they have tried to bring social services/non-profit agencies into the area to collaborate their services.

I believe the County Wellness program has helped some people improve their health and become more aware of potential problems etc

I am really not sure, I work in Pasadena.  I see that mosquito spraying is done at night… that is good
Hospital screenings for diabetes, prostate, high blood pressure, and cholesterol

Hospital and flu clinic

Health fairs yearly

Health Clinic for County employees and family members on County's insurance

Haven’t seen it yet

Haven’t heard

Great success!

Good work

Good 

Getting county workers to get yearly physicals
Fully staffed hospital and clinic
New 'Dollar Store' for employment and convenience
DSL internet services to a larger area
For County employees a wellness center
Flu shots, vaccinations, more health education

Fire alarms and fire extinguishers

Fair

ESTABLISHING A CLINIC, DENTSIT AND EYE DOCTOR
Established wellness center

Employee Health Fair for Chambers County employees

ELIMINATING THE TOXIC LANDFILL SITE IN BEACH CITY

Educating our youth and promoting interest in recreational activities/sports

Eagle Pointe
Plans for park
Health Clinic

Eagle Pointe Recreation Center
Eagle Pointe Golf Course

Eagle Pointe additions

Eagle Point Recreation Center

DOCTERS AT MT. BELVIEU CLINIC

County opened the Health and Wellness Center

County medical and Community EMS

County Health & Wellness Center

Clinic

Children’s health has improved

Chambers County works hard to improve health of its employees

Chambers County Wellness Center for the employees that is free of charge, and doesn't take time off when you have to go to the doctor or the clinic.

Chambers County has had success with its wellness program.  But this excludes many people.

Chambers County Clinic

Chambers County and Bayside have offered cost effective wellness programs

CANCER WALK-A-THON
HEALTH FAIRS

Can scan at local hospital, and additional doctors in our community

Can not tell you, BUT, there have been few mishaps of devastation

Blocked the hazardous waste dump from being implemented

Bayside

Attendance to Health Fairs, Screenings has improved
Continuity of Care seems to be increasing.

A lot

Aerobics class has helped many residents

Additional doctors

Activities in the schools, new clinic

A new Nursing home facility to replace the one destroyed during Ike

A huge success with Relay for Life
 

 

What information do you need to assist you in improving the health of your community?  (135 Responses)
Work programs, too much public assistance

Who's home bound or home dependent due to health problems?
Who is sick? Old people, young people…What is their sickness? I don't know who is dying or sick or having problems. Plus Baytown is just a few miles away so do they count? We have a hospital there. We have parks there. I could go on and on. 

Which resources are available?
Where we can get more shots and medicine when we can't afford it?
Where people can get health insurance that is affordable if the don't qualify for Medicaid?
Where I can go to exercise?
What services are available in the area without having to drive to Houston?
What programs are out there?  I've never heard of any.

What organizations are in our community that teach nutrition and weight loss?
What is offer by the County?

What is needed the most?
What is in the air that we breathe from the plants that surround our community?
What vaccinations are important for adults and our children to have due to the environment we live in?
What is currently in place?
What is being planned?
What are the regulations on animals being raised in city limits?

We would like to offer services within the community to provide child abuse prevention classes.

We need a Dentist in Anahuac... we have no dental care....

Totality of services availability

They are doing a good job.

The working man does not have insurance.  There needs to be more help in the middle, you have to unemployed and broke to get help.  Help the working class

The info that the Sheriff's department actually arrests  and courts sentence drug dealers in town.

That it will be written in Spanish also.

Support in improving and bettering the needs of those through education and monetary gains. 

Stats, what does my community specifically need? and how can I help them, where will I get the resources to do the things that they need me to do as a health care professional, statistics, information about pollution levels in our county

Statistics on the world’s health

Statistics on problems/issues
Some kind of measure to compare progress

Short term and long range plans & goals for the development of this community.

Services available

Referral services for mental, etc.

Public notice

Programs available

People need to be aware of WHO IS helping to maintain the health of the community by publication

Overall health needs of the community

Overall assessment of their needs
Overall assessment of what they want

Outside services

Notification of environmental issues specific to my area 

Need to see current statistics of health in the community.

Need to know what help is available

Need paved walking trails

Need help from the community.  Maybe more advertisement
More publicity of what is available to residents

More public knowledge

More parks and walk/bicycle trails

More outlets for information…door to door, especially for the Spanish speaking community
More of the same

More law enforcement visibility

More information for people that don't have health insurance

More educational information

More available spaces to exercise that are safe 

More assistance with people who are uninsured

More adult education and focus on making and following through with healthy choices

More access to recreational activities involving hiking, biking and kayaking

Meetings, organized programs
Man I think most people just have life completely turned around. People are just naturally self-centered. Don't preach, but show them Jesus, in you everyday life and the way you walk. When people see the genuine love in you put there by Jesus, they will want the same thing. When you find God, you will not want to live another way. I know that will make for a healthy community, physically and mentally.

Lower cost insurance

Location and services provided.

Local programs that can be organized for community exercise

Local phone numbers

List of providers of services

Knowledge of how other urban and undeveloped areas have had success in promoting healthier lifestyles.

Knowing exactly what services are available in each particular area of the county would be a start and then the limitations of those.

Know what is available

Knowledge about available resources and criteria for access

JOURNALS ABOUT THE POLLUTION INTHE AREA, CANCER STATISTICS, ACCIDENTS IN THE AREA
It takes more than just one person

it needs to be provided to organizations

Insurance for small businesses

Infrastructure

Information
Guidelines

Information through mailed flyers or on websites

Information how 1 person can help

Information about the clinic, eye doctor and dentist

Information

I'd like to be more aware of the plans for the park and when it will be completed.  Also, who/what organizations head up community health improvement and how can I get more involved?  

I would not know where to recommend someone to go who is in need of free health services.

I wish I had an idea for you.

I really do not know

I need to know what the current health of my community is.

I need to know more about the quality of our air and water.  We know we are in a high pollution area that meets the state/federal standards but I also know those standards can be very liberal.

I HAVE MULTIPLE SLEROSIS, SO I GET MOST OF MY INFORMATION FROM MY MEUROLOGIST. I BELIEVE COMMUNICATION OF PROGRAMS AVAILABLE TO INDIVIDUALS WOULD BE IMPORTANT.

I don't see that I can help the community

I don't need information. We need more parks and areas for recreation [walking, biking, jogging…sidewalks would be nice.

I do not know how to answer this question. Seems like a stupid question. Maybe I do not understand the basis of the question.

How to staff emergency services?  It is difficult to get and keep volunteers. How to get paid staff?

How to keep those from outside the community from meddling in our business?
How to improve our community to offer free exercise?
How to cook healthier?
How to avoid those that don't take care of themselves?
How to access necessary services?
How the disabled, unable to drive, can get help going to the doctor, dentist…most of us cannot afford the current and I must say, lousy, cab program.

How can I help or volunteer?

Health seminars, challenges, better education (even in lower grades of schools)

Health advisor to work on programs to have for the community
Having an up to date list of resources that are available so that I can share with others

Grants

Getting things done

FREE CHECK UPS/ CANCER SCREENING

Find locations and groups to educate about making good choices.

Faster internet provider

Exactly what is in our water that makes it brown and stink, why we have so many 'boil water notices', what is in our air, why we have only one electric co so they can charge so much that the elderly can not afford to run air conditioners making them easy prey for air pollutants.

Everything

Education on children, child abuse prevention, and how to promote healthy-well lifestyles for families
Education

Door to door material distribution or mail outs
Quality hospitals and doctors

Diabetic & nutrition classes

Dental health

Communication

Clean up the water

Cancer rates, water information, obesity rates compared to state.

Cancer rate
Heart attack rates
Available information of services available.

Better access to specialists

Besides clean air, I think we must make sure that all public restaurants have wheelchair access. It is embarrassing and unfair to the handicapped!

Being more visible thru newsletters, media

Available services in surrounding area.

Available activities

Anything you have available, information could be mailed out or put in our yearly property tax bills.

Anything would help since there is nothing out there now

Any information of more community based programs that are free of charge. I am already spending way too much on all kinds of insurances, and I cannot afford to have anything else deducted from my paycheck.

Any info need can be gotten from County Nurse in regards to ways to maintain better health

Any and all

An idea of what the health needs are in the community.

All community leaders and citizens should come together as one; agree to work together to spread the word and make changes needed to improve health.

Air and water information

Activities available
Youth groups/activities to be involved in
Health information in regards to terminal disease

Access to free transportation

Access

A variety of exercise opportunities need to be in Anahuac

A lot of info, I don't know where to start

A better system of caring for people

Better communication with
various programs and how to access these programs
programs

Since Hurricane Ike, how have your health needs changed?  (269 Responses)
Yes...and there is no one to turn to

Yes, lots of stress

Yes, due to stress. 

YES, ALLERGIES, COLD

Yes (6 responses)
Worse

Winnie/Chambers County is polluted, and it seems no efforts are being made by individuals or the county to repair or clean up. 

We’re in basic survival mode.  Stresses are significantly increased for me and my family.  Losing home and being displaced adds a new layer of stress daily.

We only drink bottled water.  We have mold in our house.  

We have no grocery store for needs.

we have folks with out jobs living pay check to pay check worried about where their next meal is coming from health care is not their top care at this moment. lots of health care needs have changed for me none, for my friends and colleges I see stress and depression and with no end in sight

We didn't have anything drastic but I did make sure our tetanus shots were current/ 

Unknown

Unchanged

Tremendously

Tired all of the time

They haven't/they have not changed (18 responses)
They have grown a bit more, sickness and home issues such as broken roofs

They are the same.

They have not really changed.

There seems to be something hanging in the air that is keeping all our allergies going.

There seems to be more kids sick at school from viruses and more allergies

The homes are filled with mold and mildew and are is still filled with debris which can cause a lot of health issues.
The haven't changed

Stressful

Stressed and can't sleep... could use counseling to help with grieving over losses.... 

Stressed

Stress was big factor at first, but we are getting better.  

Stress related issues and I injured my back doing clean up after the storm

Stress of evacuations

Stress is affecting my quality of life

Stress has increased and less feeling of well being

Stress

Stress

Still need a residence and money to rebuild.  

Stepped on a nail and needed tetanus shot.  One of my house guests that was helping in the recovery of cattle in the area got west Nile virus.

Stayed the same

Sinus, come and go headaches

Since Ike, my husband who is 80 has had more medical needs and again we have to go out of county.

Seems to be more upper respiratory health issues to me since the hurricane
Same

Respiratory problems

Require frequent visits to pulmonary doctor

Problems with air pollutants (debris, mold, etc)

Personally, they have stayed the same. 

People seem to be more stressed

People been without shelter

People are still stressed over the disaster and the process of rebuilding is still a big part of many individual’s lives

Out neighbors need fencing very badly.

Not sure.

Not substantially

Not really

Not much.

Not much

Not much

Not mine personally.

Not eating as well as I should, too much stress

Not changed

Not at all/none (85 responses)
None except air is stagnant in some places where flooding occurred

No.  Other than some (uninsurable) damage to our property, we were some of the lucky ones.

No not mine personally, but have others that have.

No I'm not from Louisiana

No change, but more awareness

My health needs have not changed

My health club has not been reopened as of yet, so I have been running more just to get exercise.  At times, since the hurricane the mosquitoes are so bad you can't even go outside.

My grandkids who live with me, their Medicaid was dropped 

My family did fine during Ike.  

My eyes were opened to other people's needs. It was a humbling experience. Health is a choice. I chose to serve God.

My community had helped me a lot after the hurricane it changed a lot.

Much stress.- increased work load and less time to deal with personal issues.

Mosquitoes control.
A lot of burning causing sinus problems
More stress.

More stress makes life difficult.  So have more stress related problems.
Don't feel secure.
More stress

More sensitive to the elements and my asthma has gotten progressively worse.

More respiratory/sinus infections

More respiratory problems

More allergies

More active cleaning up debris

Money is tighter, so it is harder to get your meds and to you specialist

Money

Mine, not so much, but I have seen an increase in injuries and respiratory illness, and lack of medications and stable living environments

Making do with less or fewer PM care
Lots of upper respiratory issues
Less money for routine health care

Less allergies for whole family…
I've gained weight and need more access to workout facilities and groups

Insurance too slow

Increased stress is the only change...getting better every day.

Increased respiratory problems

Increased breathing problems

Increased allergies

I'm OK, but many people along Trinity Bay are still in serious need for food, shelter, emergency medical, and other health services

I’m more sick
I'm just more stressed and worried about the future.... but my health needs have not really changed, per say.

IKE STRESS

I would say most people need financial help. 

I was not affected

I visit the doctor more frequently and stress levels have gone up

I think much better - especially grateful for the clinic now opening on Saturday mornings (hours coincide with that of Wilcox Drug Store) and that's absolutely wonderful!!!!!

I take more cold and headache meds.

I still feel emotionally drained knowing that there is still so much to be done for so many.

I seem to have more allergy problems; headaches, sore throat, and cough.

I need a home of my own and people stay sick

I keep getting more sick

I haven't been sick

I have severe asthma attacks and upper respiratory problems.

I have progressive MS and went into a relapse and still have much stress & depression
I have not had any personal health problems caused by Ike but, I have 2 small grandchildren that live with me that has continually been sick with allergies since Ike.

I have more needs

I HAVE HAD MORE SEVERE ASTHMA ATTACKS SINCE THE HURRICANE THAN I HAVE HAD IN YEARS.  I FEEL MY JOB SITE & HOME BEING AFFECTED DURING THE STORM HAS CAUSED THIS. 

I HAVE DONE WELL AFTER THE STORM COMPARED TO THOSE RESIDENTS OF OAK ISLAND

I have developed adult on-set asthma and seem to have allergy problems that I have never had before.

I have a nebulizer and have to get Albuterol from friends for myself and my son. There is mold in my house that I cannot get rid of

I had a baby

Higher allergic reaction to airborne allergens

High blood pressure, stress from financial issues

Health needs haven't changed, just stress of getting back to 'normal'

Having to fight the mosquitoes
Have not changed, except that stress levels definitely higher

HAVE HEADACHES ALOT MORE OFTEN

Got more exercise due to working to clean up all the downed trees

For me, they have not changed

Finances and time are very scare to initiate and continue/follow through successfully with anything (doctor visits, appointments, exercise, home cooked meals, etc.)

Feel more stressed

Experiencing more stress

Drastically; more stress so more sickness

Depression & anxiety

COBRA insurance and medical costs have increased

Breathing has gotten worse.

Breathing has changed.

Allergies

About the same

A poor person can not get help, because they are not poor enough to get Medicaid, but not rich enough to get insurance
A lot more allergies since Ike since everyone is burning off everything

Since Hurricane Ike, how have the health needs of your community changed? (198 Responses)
Yes, with some

Yes (13 responses)
South winds bring problems with respiratory

Worsened

With rebuilding people in temporary housing and more people in community (workers) Local store and restaurant closed.

With damage to homes, some people are likely forgoing medicines and doctor appointments to save money.

With all of the debris and other items washed in, the initial impact of the deceased livestock and with  people's loss of their homes and having to reside with or very closely with others I feel that health issues have increased county-wide.

We need the health club (weight room) to reopen.

We have many members of the community sick with pneumonia or upper respiratory problems due to mold or being homeless like me.

Water, housing

Virus/flu/allergies are hitting us hard

Very little

Very bad health

UTMB is no longer there.

UTMB Galveston has closed and also the Shrine Burn Center.

Unsure...We have a lot of kids in our schools who do not get really nutritious food at home.  Some come from poor families.  Some families suffered damage to their homes during Hurricane Ike. 

Unsanitary conditions 

Unknown effects of the debris throughout the county

Time, money, resources

They haven't. Chambers County and Mont Belvieu did a good job of taking care of us.

They haven't (4 responses)
They have gotten worse, because of the contaminates from the water and the debris
They cleaned the town better

There have probably been more people sick because of the conditions some are living in

There has been an increase in injuries related to repair work being done in the clean up.

There are still businesses with signs down, which looks junky.  They schools are slowly getting back to where they were.

There are people struggling here and it seems that they have been abandoned.

There are no longer exercise establishments.

There are more people that need help

There are many people under stress due to no homes, or home in bad condition

There are many homeless children & families in the community and surrounding areas. People are also living in houses that are badly damaged, and are being exposed to mold/mildew.

There are lots of people affected by Ike that is sick.

The wellness center has been a good help

The oyster work has stopped, less income for residents.

The nursing home is no more and many people need it

The mod in homes have caused people to become sick

Surely, displacement of those directly effected has made an impact, but unknown to me.

Stress, allergies, staph 

Stress has taken its' toll and many cold and flu like symptoms have been seen

Some people haven't been back to the area to receive medical services available.  Some people do not have transportation to receive such medical services

Some parts of the county

School buildings need repairs in order to prevent health problems for faculty/students.

Same

Same

Same

Reading in paper of children in coastal communities having respiratory problems as a result of living conditions
Probably in a financial way...Fewer people are able to afford the healthcare.

Possibly

Poor health to children due to exposure to mole

People without homes need help

People who lost homes or loved ones may not have the financial means to see a doctor so they need assistance

People have difficulty with transportation

People can not afford to get sick

People are under much more stress and doing without the basics

People are probably making choices between going to the dr. or dentist and having repairs done on the house, due to the financial strain. My family is not personally having to make this choice, but finances are certainly a consideration when a need arises
Overcrowded hospitals 

Our neighbors need fencing and help caring for their '4H' animals.

Our community was hit very hard. Many lost everything including their income. Lack of free or discount medical has increased

Our community definitely is more likely to have stress related issues.

Older people stressed over hurricane recovery, after losing everything

Obviously some people will never be the same.

Not that I've noticed

Not that I'm aware of

Not sure but I would assume that some residents have trouble affording medication since they are struggling to provide shelter for themselves and their family.

Not so much

Not known, no change

NOT DURE

None (12 responses)
New Medical Clinic

Need to secure and repair housing.  Also, more stress related symptoms

Need their shelters re-built

Need support system for people still dealing with the aftermath of IKE.  Maybe support groups for mental support and continued access to resources for financial help.

Need of Support Groups

Need more assistance

Need cleanup of potentially hazardous debris

More need now
Much more mental health stress and increased drug abuse

Much mental stress- depression 

Mosquito's were bad for awhile even after county spraying.  

More virus
More stress, more exposure to the elements, more exposure to hazardous waste, 

More stress

More respiratory problems, much more mental/emotional issues with loss of homes, etc
More respiratory problems, mold, etc
More people young and elderly are ill.

More people need mental assistance as well as medical needs that have come from Ike issues.

More people need assistance.

More people need assistance with medical costs and prescription drugs

More people moved in that have no coverage.

More people in need of assistance

More people getting sick, some can't afford healthcare, thus making them sicker......more stress from storm, causing more sickness

More people expect others to take care of them instead of preparing and taking care of themselves.

More people acquiring diseases and illnesses; way of life is changing

More indigent people in the area

More from beach area

More free activities are needed for children…many families are having economic difficulties. They are under greater amounts of stress.

More drinking, more of a need for mental health professionals, lack of fund for medical care, etc.

More care needed due to exposure to the elements.

More allergies

More allergies, sinus related illness.  More food banks are needed. 

More allergies

Money is tight thus health care is put on the bottom of the pile

Mental health stress

Medical care has become more expensive.

MANY RESIDENTS LIKELY HAVE TROUBLE GETTING INSURANCE FOR THEIE HEALTH NEEDS

Many people still need help with roofs and other repairs

Many people are without sufficient health care assistance

Many people are without homes…money are transportation to get to medical care…have no documentations to qualify for special services. Their primary concerns are to get food and a home for their families. They try to ignore health issue until they are very ill

Many people are suffering due to lack of funds and federal assistance. Katrina victims were helped much more than us. They didn't even have to file all the rhetorical paperwork that we did. We, personally, got no assistance, just the offer of a loan which would include a lien on our home. Red Cross provided some meals but the federal government didn't do jack!!! and they won't either...because of the race of the people involved.

Many people are getting viruses that take longer to get over than previous years

MANY PEOPLE ARE GETTING SICK DUE TO MOLD.

Many more respiratory problems in all

Many more people who were financially stable before, are no longer able to provide themselves with health insurance
Man I don't think much has changed. People really saw God's love come out through some people though. I think more people have faith in their community now. 

Lots of rashes and upper respiratory issues

Less money for health care for indigent

Less meds, unstable unsanitary living environments, increased injuries, stress, anxiety, increase in drug usage, overdoses, attempted suicides, violence

It's the same

It seems many have breathing difficulties since Ike

It isn't any better than before the hurricane

Injuries due to people using equipment they don't ordinarily use in order to repair, fix, or begin rebuilding.

Individuals affected by damage need assistance in recovery physically, mentally and financially.

Increased respiratory problems

Increased need for healthcare for those who are now homeless

Increase in population due to hurricane victims seeking new housing and increase in population due to recovery workers due to our close proximity to areas in need of major recovery repairs

In our west side of Chambers County not much

In my community they have not.

I'm sure some peoples have.

I'm sure Oak Island has had many stress related health issues with so many losing all possessions.

I think they have improved

I know we have had a lot of stresses kids and adults.  

I don't know, haven't needed to check on my own health

I am concerned for the elderly of our community.  The nursing homes and assisted living facilities are few.  The Anahuac nursing home has not reopened and should.

I am a teacher and some of my students live in homes that are still damaged.

Housing and utilities put back in place.

Housing

HOSPITALS IN GALVESTON HAVE CLOSED

Hopefully more are exercising to clean up their yards...

Higher stress levels

Heavy debris to deal with and it is not getting better fast.

Health risks from debris that remains, standing water in ruts, brackish water in marsh land surrounding us is unhealthy

Health needs are available to individuals

Haven't noticed a change
Have not

Have concerns regarding our drinking water

Had to have a Tetanus shot
Greater demand

Gotten worse
General well being has been temporarily put on hold... body and mind are breaking down
Cardiac arrhythmia, more colds, more accidents resulted in fractures, eat more sugary foods, thus weight gain 

Galveston no longer available for free surgery…No where for people with no money or insurance to get help
Fatigue and stress lowers the immune system which in turn makes it more difficult for the body to fight off disease.

Families have lost their homes and have limited income, hence increasing the need for healthcare services.

Everyone stressed

Everyone stays sick

Everyone seems to be fairing well but everyone is still struggling with trying to get back on there feet.

Everyone has to drink bottled water

Everybody is moaning and groaning

Dramatically

Doing good

Displaced families-harder to maintain healthy lifestyle-finances needed for other things

Depression and anxiety

Damaged facilities have still not reopened

Coping strategies for those who lost homes, livelihood, etc

Citizens need food, water and shelter immediately.  There are still many searching for permanent homes instead of temporary ones. Tents are still around.

Children moving to our school dist. from Anahuac because of poor housing there.

Change seems mostly along the bay.

Beach City's needs have not changed in my estimation.

Basic housing for some

As above the need for health care as basic human needs we were lucky but many were not

About the same

A few families in financial need have asked for more help in feeding their families and paying their bills.

Over the last three years, how have the health needs of your community changed?  (187 Responses)
YES, THE WEATHER IS UNPREDICTABLE

YES, OLDER POPULATION IN COMMUNITY AND UNEMPLOYMENT ON THE RISE WHICH EQUALS- LACK IN HEALTHCARE FOR THOSE WITHOUT INSURANCE.

Yes, due to the hurricanes.

Yes, Due to pollution

Yes the people are getting older and there is a higher need for geriatric care.

Yes (11 responses)
We still need help especially since UTMB isn't taking patients.

We now have a local health clinic in Mt. Belvieu.

We lost a program that was helped people get low cost health care

We keep getting more non-English speaking people to take care of.

We have way more people than our county officials can handle!  Even the City Dog Catcher/ Animal Control guy only works m- F.... well we need him on the weekends!!!!

We have too many Louisiana refugees

We have more doctors available.

We have many more low income and illegal alien families and they don't vaccinate their children as others do. They also don't go to the doctor and dentist for preventative maintenance. Elder care is a problem for many.

We have gotten larger and the needs are greater and we have not grown with it.

We have a much bigger community now and the needs are much great 

We have a health clinic in Mont Belvieu, and they are wonderful

We are growing very fast but amenities and services are not keeping up

Variable

Too many teen pregnancies

They haven't

They have improved, especially when the wellness center opened.

They have improved due to the wellness center

They have improved

They are getting fatter

They are better, but still do not service people who have no money.

The only change that has affected me is the health clinic established by the County for the employees. 

The natural disasters, i.e., Rita, Ike, have displaced people and made health care more difficult to obtain for lower income United States citizens.

The elderly population is growing as well as associated illness

The elderly and young children are getting sick more often

The community has grown some so the demand has increased. When enough people live here health care will come...Until then we'll drive.

The community’s growth has caused a clinic to be put in across the street, as well as people moving in without as much access to health care.

The area is getting older, more services to aid the elderly

SEEN MORE CANCER, BREATHING ISSUES AND OBESITY

Seems like more help is needed than 3 yrs ago

Same needs

Same

Rise in STDs

Population in West Chambers has exploded in the last three years.  More low income people without insurance has increased
Population has aged

Population growing
People are getting older

Overall people have gotten heavier

Over crowded hospitals 

Our community is expanding, however, children do not have enough activities after school to keep them busy and out of trouble.

Opened a clinic and a pharmacy

Older age issues, population aging- weight control, blood pressure, diabetes

Old people are living longer, young people are still leaving, the community is aging.

Obesity/diabetes more visible

Obesity has risen - fewer choices for healthy food
Now easier to see a doctor for minor health needs

Not to my knowledge

Not to my knowledge

Not that I've noticed

Not that I am aware

Not much (other than hurricane impacts) that I know of, because the community hasn't significantly changed.

Not much

Not enough health centers to meet the demand.

None that I can think of
None other than Ike related impact

None (11 responses)
No opinion

No Doctors or clinics and no access to walking places that are safe…You can only walk on the roads.

New Wellness Clinic for County employee makes it easier  to get medical care

New doctors in our area and additional equipment at our local hospital

New dentist opening
Pharmacy opening
New medical clinic opening…

Eye doctor opened

Needed another clinic due to population growth...really need mental health services…Need more with Teen pregnancies…Teen pregnancy is starting at the age of 12 in this community

Need more MHMR services

Need Dental

More virus potentially caused by poor water quality
More uninsured people, including but not limited to children.

More unable to afford healthcare

More teen pregnancy, more diabetes and more overweight.

More teen pregnancies

More students with chronic illnesses related to allergies, asthma, breathing problems.

More stress over weather related happenings

More prepared

More poverty...More homeless families…More unwed teens having babies!  Epidemic numbers of teen pregnancy
More pollution

More people needing facilities, resources

More people moving into the area creates a strain on resources and more traffic
More people moving into area…need clinics to support low income, especially dental and eye clinic

More people moving into area

More people in need of but unable to get medical care or dental care

More people in my area

More people having illnesses that closely related to cancers

More people don't have health insurance coverage

More people can not afford to go out of town for health care.

More people around that expect others to do what they should do themselves.

More low cost clinics are needed.  More low cost dental is needed.  More aid is needed for people with lower incomes.

More kids are coming into the Barbers Hill School District.  Could use a few pediatricians, etc, in the area

More indigent people in the area

More illegal aliens come over to chambers for free care

More evening health services for those who work in the daytime is always a good idea Not everyone is on shift work at the plants near here, although I know some are
More drug and alcohol abuse

More doctors

More cancer, overweight, and more heart issues
More cancer cases

MORE AND MORE PEOPLE ARE BEING DIAGNOSED WITH CANCER

Mental health issues related to hurricanes not being addressed

Medical office opened & an optometrist is in the neighborhood

Medical centers

Medical care has been limited we do not have qualified physicians.

Many people I have heard from say they have had bad experiences at local hospitals and clinics.  

Many are displaced and have lower incomes so prescriptions are not refilled, follow up mammograms and PSAs for screening exams have become lower priority

Man it's a daily walk. I'm sure it's improved by the things that I see. 

Making improvements all the time in our county government

It has gotten worse

It cost more.

Increasing population and decreasing resources.  Along with increasing personal focus shift (introversion) of the general population.  Aging leaders and limited number of newbie’s to take responsibility.

Increased population, loss of jobs, retiring citizens
Increased population needing access to health care

Increased population causes a need for medical services…
Increased number of lower income residents

Increased due to population growth

Increased due to larger demand for free services from illegal immigrants

Increase in staph infections, obesity

Increase in obesity and smoking

Improved access to healthcare - the new doctor's office and eye doctor on Eagle Drive in Mont Belvieu
I would think that there is a much larger need for drug and alcohol addiction services needed

I think the respiratory problems, especially in children and cancer problems are becoming more prevalent.

I think that Hurricane Ike has definitely caused issues in our community that will play out in the short and long term mental and physical health of this community.

I think people are continuing to eat more fast food and get outside less and less.

I see more drug use in the middle school and high school students, as well as alcohol abuse.  Also seeing more teen pregnancy occur
I have noticed that we have a lot of people in the community that have cancer. 

I feel they are the same

I believe we all stay on the go so much, we don't eat right and we have no wear local to work out.

I and several other women I know have had breast cancer.  We don't have any support group meeting here.  The nearest one is in Baytown and that's hard to attend.  This has happened in the last 3 years.

I am sot sure.  I know we had a very high cancer rate- even in children at one time, I do not know if the figures have changed.

Hurricane Rita and Ike brought lots of problems, health, stress and feelings of let down from our communities

HOPEFULLY OUR EMS IS MORE ACTIVE

Higher rates of obesity mean higher rates of heart disease and diabetes.  We need more opportunities to go out and be active.

Hearing more of illnesses

Health fairs

Haven't noticed a change
Haven't

Have not changed

Have not been in the community for 3 year
GOTTEN HARDER TO GET HELP

Good

Elderly seem to be more frequently sick

E R services and EMS has become a major need.

Due to increased population, we have an increased need for all types of medical professionals

Due to children health needs have become more apparent

Dr Office and a pharmacy…Love being able to get meds in Mont Belvieu

Don't thinks so

Don't know... we haven't lived here that long.

DISAGREE

Didn't

Depression and anxiety due to hurricane Rita 3 yrs ago and now hurricane Ike

Demand for services has increased.

Definite improvement... and continue to see more improvements coming!

Continued diligence toward air and water quality…Need to be concerned with new growth in the area.

Community has grown - people are looking outside of the community for basic health care needs

Community is growing rapidly so the health needs increase as well.

CLINIC

Bayside Clinic has expanded and increased hours on the west side of Chambers Co.  I love the Sat. hours.

Basic services not available store, gasoline, etc

An additional family practice clinic opened giving us a choice.

a lot more people have moved in so there is more illnesses now

air pollution is worse so respiratory problems have increased; increased housing developments have increased traffic and made local walking and biking without sidewalks a hazard

Aging population

A LOT THE COUNTYS WELLNESS [PROGRAM IS GREAT

a lot of good things have happen in our community

A lot of factors there…Increase in population due to Hurricane Katrina. Un-Employment rates due to hurricane Katrina.(mental health).  To name a couple as well as overall living conditions of a lot of residents
A growing population with a lack of quality health care in a reasonable driving distance

Three years from now, how do you expect the health needs of your community to change?  (213 Responses) 

Yes, more needs

Yes, for the better!

Yes if healthier practices aren't adopted by more people

Yes (8 responses)
WOULD LIKE TO SEE AT LEAST ANOTHER HOSPITAL AVAILABLE
Would like to have more trained physicians in the Mt. Belvieu area

With the population growth, more medical facilities (both emergency and general) will be needed

With the influx of illegals inundating us with non-insured people, I feel that common childhood diseases will become more prevalent. We need more community health services provided in the areas affected. Not just in towns.

will cost more because of the increasing amount of free services that tax payers or being forced to pay for in higher taxes or higher health cost.

We'll have an influx of new people coming here after the Trinity River Bridge and 3 lane highway are completed.  Crime will probably increase.  We'll lose some of that small town security.  More drug availability.

We will still need to get babies, toddlers, and children dental and medical insurance. That, I expect to remain a problem
We will need more emergency services and a bigger hospital.

We will have more senior citizens and their care is important. 

We shall see.... probably depends on the economy

We no longer have a Nursing Home due to Hurricane Ike, feel like we need some long term care solutions for our community, as well as the availability of specialty care.

We need more clinics, and dental needs for children need to be available

We need elderly care facility

We have a growing population, and I think we will need closer, better emergency health services, as well as health services.

We need better health care and better hospitals.

We are growing rapidly, I am sure that will increase the need for health access- it would be nice to have a nurse practitioner or 'doc-in-the -box' available.

Too many people for the demand of health care centers.

To get worse

Tighter government control for health costs - less reimbursement to practitioners may cause current family practice medical staff to look for and consider other opportunities

They will increase due to the expected increase in population.

They will improve I'm sure.

THERE WILL BE MORE HEALTH ISSUES

There to be help for people here

The same as above
The population is aging and will require more senior care.

The population is aging and we need access to decent medical care closer to home.

The middle aged people are going to develop more diseases r/t to their environment and the choices they are making. The small communities are drug ridden and killing our once working and contributing population

Still more kids.

Stay the same, no change

Stay the same

Probably will get worse

Probably more health issues than now

Probably get worse.

Probably get worse.

Probably dramatically worse

Probably

Possibly more services available through the county

Population will be greater, more Hispanics and more elderly

POPULATION INCREASE

People need diagnostic testing.  The county has really improved this and I know more progress will be made.

Park finished for children & adults.
Drinkable water
More choices of places to eat
Our community will be larger and we'll need a larger recreational facility at Eagle Point.  I hope that the public park is open by then, too.  It's been delayed for over a year.

Older
more obesity and more teen pregnancies

Older community

Offer more services

Not much.

Not much if any

Not much 

Not much

Not much

Not at this rate

None (10 responses)
No changes expected, until our officials begin to work for the people that elected them. Study our problems and look for solutions.

More students with chronic illnesses related to allergies, asthma, breathing problems in addition to pregnant teens.

More staffing to address concerns of constituents
More people will be overweight.

More people means more sanitary needs and more monitoring of industry sector

More people in area

More people coming in means more disease, animals, etc
More older, retired or unemployed people will need assistance with health costs.

More of the same if we do not change something

More needed of everything but not sure if businesses and government will keep up with the needs

More medical facilities needed

More low income people with no insurance will be in our area

More improvement is foreseen.

More improved overall

More help for farmers markets. Help with getting better choices of food.

More help for elderly patients

More health care needs met within our community

More elderly will need assistance

More elderly help needed

More elderly folks in the county will need assistance

More education for our community and for the children in our district…Meaning drugs, sex education information, etc
More doctors and bigger hospital

More communication about where services are available

More and more people are going to be affected by drugs, and there are no realistic outreach programs to assist. This is just going to get worse and worse. 

Many overweight people 

Less money for food

It's still going to be the same

It will get worse if we do not do something to change it.

It is growing.  Need more doctors in the area.

It depends on the recovery from IKE
and what the government agencies assist with

It can only improve with the help and assistance of those who care

Increased need for Emergency first responders. A trauma center on the East side of Harris County would be great if the need and resources are available.

Individual weight issues will increase

Increased population will increase the need for services
medical, dental, physical therapy, hospital

Increased population

Increased health professionals in the area

Increased development & population will require a dramatic increase in mosquito control efforts

Increase in population will increase the need for services.

Increase in low cost health care, increase in donations and food banks.

Improved overall health

Improved awareness
Improve

Improve

I'm not sure that it will be much better

If things continue there will be more people, adults and children with no or inadequate insurance. As the cost of health care rises more people will be unable to meet their needs.

If nothing changes we will see even higher rates of illness and death due to our unhealthy lifestyles.

I'D LIKE TO MAKE SURE THAT EMS IS IN ORDER

I would think that the health needs of our community are not going to improve.

I would not expect much change.  

I would love to see more people receive health care

I would like to think that everyone puts a bigger emphasis on healthy lifestyles.

I would hope that the water supply would be cleaner by then and the air quality better so I would hope for healthier community

I would hope for the better but that depends on the people.  If they want to improve their health, they have the tools to do so - it is up to them

I think we will have to much government in our health care system.

I hope we will all work together and find an answer.

I hope we have more resources

I hope we get the necessary places to get in better shape. 

I hope that the county will provide more activities for children after school, public parks with playgrounds, child education for prevention of abuse and wellness.

I hope so for the better

I hope more services will be easier to access

I hope it changes in a positive way.  This community needs to grow, advance and improve with government that is not frozen in the 40s.  A bit of pro-activity would be good before Houston expands and this community ends up with little but low income expansion with no additional tax base other than current property owners.

I feel there will be an increasing need for geriatric care. And possibly an influx of people to the rural community which will demand an increasing need for providers

I expect them to increase by at least 20 to 25 % if not more.

I expect the government to draw a line in the sand and force those that can work to do so instead of taking my money to take care of them.

I expect people to just want to help each other. If/when that happens, more people will start to make the choice to live a healthier life.

I expect it to get better.

I expect an increase in population which will increase the need for a variety of health services.

I am not sure.  My goal is to be in another County.

I am hopeful that the new president can provide universal health care over the objections of morons.

I am concerned about the future and the needs that will arise. I do not look to the government to solve my problems or provide my families' health care. I do fear, however, that our community’s needs are going to far surpass the governments' ability to provide
Hopefully more services will be available

Hopefully
Hopefully, a person can go in to a doctors office and get assistance with little or no problems financially

Hopefully will get better all the time

Hopefully we will learn how to eat better and the county will offer us a work out place.

Hopefully we will be stopping the incline in fast food and increase the amount of outside activity.

Hopefully they will get a lot better.

Hopefully they will be improved some.

Hopefully they keep improving.

HOPEFULLY THERE WILL BE ANOTHER HOPSITAL OR CLINIC BUILT IN THE COMMUNITY.

Hopefully the water will be better, and the air will of cleared up.

Hopefully the newbie’s will learn their new responsibilities and increase their focus and attentions to the community to instill a sense of direction and hope and desire to accomplish future goals.

Hopefully the new clinic will be successful in serving the needs of this community. I also think that congressional Democrats are intent on providing health care to everyone, and have already taken steps to cover more children. That will almost certainly benefit our community positively. 

Hopefully the La. refugees will leave.

Hopefully providing more medical care especially for the elderly and children

Hopefully more services

Hopefully more choices in doctors

Hopefully less pollution

Hopefully it will be better

Hopefully improved with home health care

Hopefully for the better
Hopefully better, maybe have some specialized care

Hopefully

Hope to have more Doctors move into the community

Hope there is no change for the bad

Hope that it changes with improvements implemented

Health care will be needed more so due to ever changing pollution in the climate

Have something in place for people without heath insurance to get medical care without having to spend everything they make

GROUP INSURANCE

Greatly

Good

Getting worse

Free clinics

For the worse - more large high end subdivisions are moving in and causing flooding to our water and sewer systems
For the good of this community financially and health wise we need to seek medical care elsewhere. 

For the better…easier access, specialties, more education, etc.

For the better

Expect to be worse

Expand the clinic and add staff mainly due to population growth. Add mental health services to county.

Expand

Even faster increase in population will create a much greater demand.

Economical changes, to include job loss and increase in cost of living will have citizens struggling to purchase medications and food, therefore lessening the amount they have for healthcare. 

Don't know - maybe more information.

Do not plan on being here in 3 years

depends on passage of universal health care, weather, and the apathy issue, if all of these are addressed in a positive manner, then things will be better, if not then it can only get worse

Depending on the economy, demand for services could increase significantly

Decline rather than improve

Continuing aging of community needing more health resources

Continued diligence toward air and water quality…Also be forward thinking about new developments both for commercial and home sites.

Continue to grow and continue to have the same problems

Change for the better

Businesses may return

Better stress-wise if we don't get any more hurricanes.  Not much change.  No change unless we get people out exercising and eating right 

Better places and ways for people to receive the help they need

Better I hope 

Better access to health insurance and/or a better health system for low income persons.

BETTER

Being able to walk in our neighborhood (Woodland Acres) without worrying about dogs chasing me
Bad

As we continue to grow we will need more health care in our county.

As population grows so do the health needs.

As more people move in there will be a greater need for more doctors.

As more people move in from more urban areas they'll wan to regulate people activities and charge them for doing so.

Area is growing, so people on west side will go to Baytown for health care, if county doesn't step up and get something nicer. 

Area is growing fast 

A lot hopefully

Along with the La. refugees, we will have Oak Island refugees too

Additional Health Care Facilities and Professionals in the area
A greater population means increased air pollution and respiratory problems; more traffic will mean less jogging, biking and walking

Provide us with any feedback you may have.  (103 Responses)
Would be nice to have a dentist in town and eye doctor

We would like to provide services to residents in Chambers County to address the child abuse issues, prevention, and to reduce the likelihood of additional children being harmed at the hands of their parents, loved ones, and families. We strong believe child abuse is 100% preventable with education.

We refuse unless forced to, to use the hospital in Baytown. 

We need immigration enforcement.
The immigrants who come in legally tend to assimilate into the community. Unfortunately this group is the minority of our immigrants.

We need better doctors and a hospital.

We need animal control ASAP in Old River-Winfree.  I go to Baytown, Clear Lake and Houston for my medical needs.  I wish I could go closer to home.  We need walking trails.  Places to walk our dogs, since I can't walk in Woodland Acres because of the loose dogs...People use Shady Lane as a racing strip.  They start at one end and race down to the other.

We need a larger County health department or state health department that can help locate help for the lower income people of our community or those without adequate insurance. We have access to very few health services.

We need a hospital to serve West Chambers County that is not associated with San Jacinto Methodist in Baytown which is overcrowded all of the time. Even a hospital in Mid Chambers County closer to the interstate highway would be great.

We need a better insurance plan through Chambers County

We need a better grocery store, more help with crime prevention and enforcing the laws

We lack communication and information of activities in our county and what facilities are available to us-lack of contact with elected officials

We desperately need counseling referral services that will come to our area, for drug, alcohol, family, mental/emotional problems.

We need water that we can drink from the faucet.

Until there is some sort of cap on immigration and a usable plan to curb the influx of illegal immigrants in this area, the community health services will never fill the needs of the people. We need help!

This was a confusing and frustrating survey. 

This town has no help for elderly…the drug problem in teens is out of control. Transportation to and from doctor for many don't have a car or elderly and can't drive.

This survey was a waste of my time.  I was lead to believe that my answers were about my personal health and these answers would be compiled to assess the health of the community.  You asked me questions about the health of individuals in the community.  I have no idea about the health of someone whom I do not even know.  In fact, I do not know about the health of those I do know, unless they decide to share that information with me.  So this survey was misleading and wasted my time.

This is a long survey. Many people will not finish it online because it is difficult, particularly the question asking for five most important out of about 40. But, the survey is a worthwhile project.

There is no place for someone to get good quality health care in this county. I myself need help...have applied for disability and was told I couldn't get any type of help until the disability was decided. It’s been over a year and that is still undecided. So I take chances daily with my health because there is no place for me to get help.

The public should be more educated on Emergency Situations (such as CPR) in both English and Spanish

The insurance provided by Chambers County is crap. 

The hospital and clinic in Anahuac are one of the few organizations/businesses that seem to be moving ahead in technology and quality of facilities and employment.

The drinking water is not good. Cows are sometimes free roaming cars hit them at night. 
Too much burning the grass land for the cows, bad to smell, bad for lungs. 

The community needs local parks to have exercise trails available

The communities around the Pinehurst subdivisions need better access to good medical care and disabled transport

THANKS FOR THE SURVEY

Thanks for asking!

Thank you for doing this assessment.  Would like to meet with someone to review the results when they are in
Take care of the needy in Chambers County

Smith Point is a small isolated community (pop. 5-600) and emergency medical service (ambulance) is 30 min. away at Anahuac.   

Small counties such as Chambers really need assistance in helping them have more access to mental health services.

Since Hurricane IKE everyone I know or have ran into (and their families)has been plagued with reoccurring episodes of bronchial ailments, coughing, severe congestion,  its like having a cold/flu/pneumonia/bronchitis all in one that eases up but does not go away.

Over the years that I have worked with Chambers County the most often concerns is lack of resources and the ability to access them. Transportation issues and poverty issues
OVER ALL I LOVE CHAMBERS COUNTY.  WE NEED TO HAVE MORE LOCAL ACCESS TO HOSPITALS, PHARMACIES AND NATURE/NATURAL PARKS TO WALK, RIDE, AND TAKE OUR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES TO PLAY.

Our neighbors are so nasty. We have called and reported them several times and NO ONE will come and investigate them. Is there a county health department? The kids are nasty and the living conditions are deplorable. They supposedly Raise animals for 4 H but the father just killed one goat and slaughtered it in the yard.  He left dead 'Pet' rabbits in a sack when they died and he left them to stink up the neighborhood over the weekend. They are so nasty. Their youngest son Pooped in a sand pile in their yard and  then played with it in his hands.  Talk about the quality of AIR we are breathing.... We can’t stand to go outside when the wind blows from the North or West.  Their ditch is filled of pig poop and goat poop. They just put their crap in the ditch for us all to deal with.  Please come take a look at this place.

Our community needs to be able to participate in more outdoor activities.  It is not a very outdoor friendly place.

Our community needs more emphasis on preventative medicine

On a side note - I am not a smoker.  However, I respect rights of smokers and business owners.  The 'smoke free' movement is trampling on those rights.  If a restaurant has a smoking section, ALL customers can CHOOSE to eat at the restaurant or not.  That is the free market system.  I do not believe we should legislate this.  Let business owners and customers decide.  Until we take cheese cake off the menu for obese customers, I don't see how we take smoking away from smokers...especially in bars.  I recently visited a pool hall that used to be busy.  It is now smoke free - and no one is there.  The 'smoke free' coalition said that non-smokers would begin frequenting these establishments once smoking was outlawed.   That didn't happen.  Smokers now stay home, and businesses go under.

Old/River Winfree is a little town with concerns of no one in it, but to the so called people on the council, what they need only is to benefit their needs or concerns, the community is really no concern to them as a council, may one or two might lead you to think such.

Now that we have a clean slate I would like to see more facilities to encourage people to be active and enjoy the water activities that are possible here.

Nothing left to say....There are a whole lot of questions in this survey...HAHA  

No law enforcement visibility to help control the drug deals that go on in front of my house, or the speeders, or the pit bulls running loose.

Need Much Improvement in MHMR-again...refer to Liberty County MHMR Services

Need more services

Need local doctor's offices and better hospital facilities

Need better quality of people to be deputies - better hospital/doctors

Most people want to see a good doctor. Chambers co. needs good doctors, especially on west side of county in order to support our county. Let's keep medical dollars in county by providing full services on west side. this money can be used to support the MD and east side of county which is much poorer. Also, make indigent patient's pay at least a little bit of their bills or for outpatient services. People appreciate something more if it is not free. As must as I hat to say this, 'no SS3, not legal, not for free!' 

Lots of questions

Like I have stated before - as far as physical health, the county and city need to put their heads together to provide the citizens with a place to exercise - especially in Anahuac.  Mont Belvieu has Eagle Pointe - we need something similar.  It may be slow at first but our citizens will begin to take the initiative to change their lives.  Also, the county needs to provide some sort of incentive for the residents to get into shape.  County and City employees need to be the first ones to take the initiative as they will set the example for the rest of the community.  I suggest that a fitness facility be installed at the golf course for county members - even charge a membership fee.  If the resources are there, people will use them.  Also, the county and city needs to provide opportunities for people to exercise.  Adult recreation leagues, walking/jogging trails, bike trails.  Our area is similar to Clear Lake/Webster so this can be done if we use our resources correctly.

Its time for a change time to help people in need

It would be great to have more pediatricians in our area full time.

It was great to see the clinic in Mont Belvieu expand it's services and an doctor on staff.  It's also great that we have dental and vision care in Mont Belvieu.  The best thing is the pharmacy in our city.  It has saved a lot of people time and money having it in the city limits.

It is very difficult to get help for people struggling with drug addiction.  

Is this going to help me in the future?
Industry is ruining west chambers there is little land for shops and grocery stores. So as far as I can tell there will be more trucks and industries and this going to bring more pollution 

Individuals need to manage their own lives...It is not the city, county, state, or federal government's responsibility to do so!

IN THE COMMUNITY IN WHICH WE LIVE THERE IS SO MUCH EMPHASIS PLACED UPON SMOKING AND NOT THE MOST OBVIOUS..THE ENVIRONMENT IN WHICH OUR AREA LIVES, WORKS, ETC.  THE CHEMICAL INDUSTRY AND PLANTS THAT IS WHAT MAKES OUR COMMUNITY FUNCTION AND SURVIVE.  DON'T WANT TO BITE THE HAND THAT FEEDS YOU I AM SURE

If you want a better community and better health care, stop paying commissioners and judges 100k a year and put part of that into the community and bring in specialists or real doctors/nurses not some PA from overseas. Go talk with the people out in the neighborhoods about their problems. Create more jobs with benefits and stop throwing money away on crap.

I'd say that transportation is probably the single most important need.  It's hard to reach people in a rural county that lacks density to support specialized services both health and mental health.

I would prefer health services in our area to continue to be provided by the private sector not the county to the extent the market provides.

I would love to see the community become more health-focused by providing more places for physical activity (parks, etc.), programs to promote activity (community walking/jogging clubs, adult softball/volleyball/basketball teams, etc.) and education services on diet, fitness, etc. for education and motivation.

I would love to see some sort of community insurance plan!    We need something for teens to do!!!!

I would like to make our community a place where our children would like to live and play, including entertaining youth through better parks and local businesses.  I hate the Gatorfest now because it brings in out of town strangers to our community that come to get drunk and roar through town…We're going to lose the small town safety if we're not careful.

I think this survey is a very good thing I hope you get a lot of response to it. Thanks for giving me an opportunity to submit my comments.

I think this is a great place to live.  Like any other cities there could be improvements, like the ones I have mentioned.  I think the lighting within the city and it's surrounding areas is very important for the safety of both the people and the community.

I think it is a great to know that someone is knowingly concerned and involved with making sure we have a healthy community. Thank you!

I see a lot of families in distress, after Hurricane Ike and the economic downfall. Families need now more than ever education of dealing with stress, their children, and wellness overall. Children do not have enough after school activities age groups 13-18 to keep them safe, occupied, and engaged in education, sports, and other activities-which in turn gives them too much time to engage in inappropriate activities, such as, drug abuse, premature sexual activity, and crime.

I know a lot of people who live in the Anahuac/Hankamer area who have died from or are living with cancer. Not sure where the source is but I think it something that should be investigated.

I hope this survey doesn't create problems where they don't exist for some committee removed from our community to decide how to solve.

I hope the county stresses proactive preventive health related practices such as more hiking trails and places to launch kayaks, etc.

I have to choose between dental and eye care.  I can't afford either one…Every five years I have my eyes checked and every three years I go to the dentist.  I can't afford the work that would have to be done.  My father-in-law was my dentist and I can't believe what they charge us now.  How can costs have gone up so high?  

I have none

I find transportation is our #1 problem, #2 we have little resources for people that cannot qualify for various programs, but need help with drug rehab, dental, mental health and medical 

I feel that we are in need of better medical care in this area. 

I feel like the doctors in this area should offer cheaper rates for people that don't have insurance. My oldest son recently had to go to the doctor and it cost him almost 400.00 dollars for the doctor and the prescription, and all he went for was a sore throat.

I feel like the community is growing much faster than the services available.

I DEFINITELY FEEL WE NEED MORE AND BETTER MEDICAL CARE IN OUR COMMUNITY.

I believe we have a wonderful community. We are looking forward to the new park opening in Mont Belvieu.

I appreciate what our county has done to provide health care services to those that cannot afford it.

I am new to the area, and many of these questions I do not know the answer to.

I am glad to see you are trying to get the jump on health issues in Chambers county.  I am sorry I have not been more helpful.

How are we supposed to know all this info about our community; such as personal illness and exercise activities and such?

Good luck. We seem to have a high level of meth users in this county. I teach their children daily.

Getting more services to the community will be a great help.

Fix Medicaid

Finish the walking trails and the baseball park so people can walk safely off the roads. Expand the Library at the Mont Belvieu annex.

Educate our community from how to maintain good health to car seat and seat belt laws and dangers of not using them. Work with schools an churches to get the word out.

Don't know

County nurse needs to come and speak to students about health care at school 

Chambers County is in good shape health wise. As we grow and demand increases supply will increase accordingly. To add services that do not have the population to support them will result in someone else paying the bill.

Cannot seem to get home health people who we would actually feel comfortable having in the home on a regular basis…Need a physical therapist but none provided...Difficult to get straight answers from Chambers County health agency Department of Aging and Disabilities 

Cancer is a problem here. 

Cancer is a big factor here.  I don't know if it is because we are such a small community that we know when it happens or what.   But my son was diagnosed at 15.  My husband's cousin was diagnosed at 15.   We only live 6 miles apart. 

Board certified physicians are needed in the area.

Better health=black coaches & teachers at East Chambers. Black policemen in Winnie and Stowell
Bayside hospital is vital to this community. It's personnel is well trained and its great to have the personal care. My experiences there have been superb. The lab is very efficient. The CAT scan is remarkable for a town this size. The ER is efficient and I would not go to Baytown ER which is poorly run. I'm an avid supporter of Bayside. I just wish we had a dentist.

As close as we are to Baytown, we take advantage of their medical providers instead of seeking help within Chambers County

Anahuac two wonderful clinics and a hospital that is worth keeping... The County opened a wellness center with a PA that is in charge and the employees of the county are allowed to go to her for free of charge and that helped the employees of the County out with all their medical bills... I wish all people in Chambers County was eligible for the same benefits... 

Although doing this online, it would have been nice to have at least one of the community meetings on a weekend or night.  I read the article about the first meeting only having one person show.  In today's world more families have both spouses working and they can not afford to take time from work to attend meetings during the middle of the day.

Address the facts we need better health care and disaster relief.

A full study for Chambers, Harris, Liberty, Montgomery, Orange, Jefferson, Galveston counties need to be made. Air pollutants from Hurricane Ike and the delayed clean-up have made breathing a problem. South winds bring mold, asbestos, rotting animals (people), hazardous materials, smoke (from burning), rotting plants, salt water, etc. into these areas. hard on ALL ages of people. 

COMMUNITY FORUM RESULTS
Baytown Community Forum (01/14/09)
What organizations can you think of that work to improve the health of your community?

· Clinics in Mt. Belvieu and Anahuac, Winnie, but may be damaged due to Ike

· Senior citizens groups have exercise groups

· Long term recovery committee

· Lyons clubs

· Two county parks: green print projects

· Bayer has wellness programs

· Wal-Mart has incentive programs for wellness

· W. Chambers Medical Clinic

· MMHR alcohol rehab in Chambers

· Counseling in Mt. Belvieu

· Anahuac has 14 bed hospital

· Breast cancer grant

· Wellness Clinic for Chambers County employees

· Senior citizen transportation project – Anahuac 

· HGAC transportation plan

· Some churches take care of transportation

What health-related services are needed, but not available in your community?

· Specialist

· Cardiologist, orthopedic

· Only one dentist

· Mental health provider

· Substance abuse services

· Vision provider

· Specialized care

· Areas for exercise

· Radiology

· Full service clinic

· Teen pregnancy, diabetes, and hypertension education

· Senior citizens programs

What recommendations do you have on how your community can improve its health?

· Subdivisions have walking groups

· Mental health outpatient/inpatient established

· Specialized medicine

· Consistent transportation services

· Traveling provider services

· Educate, market, and incentivize hunting and fishing community

· General wellness program – countywide 

· Recreation complex in Mt. Belvieu free for citizens

· Programs at school level

· Communication within community

· County health education program – clearinghouse and distribution center for health related information. 

· Community health coalitions

What information do you need, but don’t have that would assist you in improving the health of your community?

· 2/3 of county don’t know about what services are available

· Replace lost services

· Local officials need information about home bound people: in regards to emergency management

· Consequential education for children

· Talk about community issues

· Need system for what to do with people without insurance

Winnie Community Forum (01/15/09)
What organizations can you think of that work to improve the health of your community?

· Winnie Community Hospital

· Winnie Peds

· Winnie Community Clinic

· EMS

· Arboretum (nursing home)

· Thomason clinic

· Anahuac Hospital

· Andres Clinic: once a week in Winnie

· Ophthalmologist: once a week from Houston

· Cardiologist: once a week from Houston 

· Physical therapy: twice a week

· Network of strength: Rose Mammography (breast cancer awareness organization)

· Hospital provides free screening for prostate, blood glucose, blood pressure, cholesterol for community members

· Health fairs

· Heroes Day: Career oriented health fair

· St. Louis Catholic Church

· Hospital District Indigent Care Program

· Young at Heart: senior citizens program

· Medical Equipment Company

· Social worker at Winnie Hospital

What health-related services are needed, but not available in your community?

· Imaging equipment

· Ultrasound equipment

· Mammography

· Transportation services

· Surgical care

· Specialized care

· Substance abuse services

· Counseling/education

· Diabetes Education

· Adult day care

· Sample from pharmaceutical companies

· OB/GYN

· Certified nursing assistants

· Nursing home/care for geriatric population

· Shortage of nurses

What recommendations do you have on how your community can improve its health?

· Brand new hospital in Winnie/ new roof

· ER awning

· Imaging equipment: MRI, ultrasound

· Updated equipment for fire department

· Updated lab equipment

· Electronic medical records

· Nurses: hard to be competitive with salaries

· Adult immunizations program

· Transportation system

· Smoking cessation programs

· Need Hispanic providers to help with large Hispanic populations

· Improved physical therapy or more consistency

· Bilingual nursing staff

What information do you need, but don’t have that would assist you in improving the health of your community?

· Specialized education for nurses: pediatrics

· How to access resources for clients

Anahuac Community Forum (01/22/09)
What organizations can you think of that work to improve the health of your community?

· County Indigent Program

· Department of Health and Human Services: medication to children

· Hospital District has made considerable improvements: FQHC status and health fairs

· DADS

· Hospital in Winnie

· Bayside Community Hospital and Clinic

· West Chambers Clinic

· Christian Caring Center

· St. Vincent DePaul

· Long term recovery committee

· United Way

· New Community Family Center

· Dentists

· Drug stores

· Chiropractor

· Optometrist

· One nursing home

· Four doctor’s offices

· Home health services

· WIC program

· School districts: one nurse/health education 

· AARP

· Methodist Church provides transportation to medical appointments

· Family practice

What health-related services are needed, but not available in your community?

· Expansion of acute care hospital

· Mental Health providers

· Substance abuse services

· Specialty care services: population driven

· Abuse prevention

· Poverty services

· Teen pregnancy prevention: generally speaking

· Boys and Girls Clubs

· Programs for youth to provide outlet and opportunities

· Seniors programs: socialization outlets

· Transportation services

· On demand services

· Consistent transportation

· A vendor to deliver meals on wheels due to distance

· Broaden social services programs to include financial services, housing, and mental health 

· Post Traumatic Stress 6 months after Ike

What recommendations do you have on how your community can improve its health?

· Broaden social services: children, housing, and food

· Manpower to run efficient social services

· Coordination of information and how to access it services

· Pay good salaries to community workers

· One person to direct the community resources to people in need

· Support for education system to improve drop out rates

· New hospital

· Nursing homes

· Providers: OB/GYN

What information do you need, but don’t have that would assist you in improving the health of your community?

· How can we better serve our community: networking

· Knowing what other services are provided

· How to access community

· Knowledge of health concerns

· Prevention education

· Health information statistics

DEMOGRAPHIC & EPIDEMIOLOGICAL INFORMATION

“Demographic & Epidemiological Information” represents a variety of population and health data/information on Chambers County, surrounding counties and Texas.

Census Information

	2006
	Population
	Population Change (2000 to 2006)
	Persons under 5 Years
	Persons Under 18 Years
	Persons 65 Years and Older
	White
	Black 
	American Indian and Alaskan Native
	Asian
	Hispanic or Latino

	Chambers
	28,779
	10.6%
	6.1%
	25.0%
	9.1%
	87.5%
	10.1%
	0.6%
	0.8%
	15.0%

	Jefferson
	243,914
	-3.2%
	6.9%
	25.0%
	13.3%
	60.9%
	34.8%
	0.4%
	2.8%
	13.3%

	Liberty
	75,685
	7.9%
	7.1%
	25.9%
	10.4%
	85.7%
	12.3%
	0.6%
	0.4%
	14.0%

	Harris
	3,886,207
	14.3%
	8.8%
	28.9%
	7.7%
	73.7%
	19.0%
	0.6%
	5.4%
	38.2%

	Galveston
	283,551
	13.3%
	7.1%
	25.5%
	10.9%
	80.8%
	14.8%
	0.5%
	2.8%
	20.3%

	Texas
	23,507,783
	12.7%
	8.2%
	27.7%
	9.9%
	83.2%
	11.7%
	0.7%
	3.3%
	35.1%

	USA
	299,398,484
	6.4%
	6.8%
	24.8%
	12.4%
	80.2%
	12.8%
	1.0%
	4.3%
	14.4%


Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Cities/Towns in Chambers County

	2008

	2000 Census
	Population Estimate

07/01/07
	Population Estimate

01/01/08
	Numerical Change

2000-07
	Numerical

Change

2000-08
	Percent

Change

2000-07
	Percent 

Change

2000-08

	Anahuac
	2,210
	2,444
	2,451
	234
	241
	10.6%
	10.9%

	Baytown
	66,430
	71,371
	71,523
	4,941
	5,093
	7.4%
	7.7%

	Beach City
	1,645
	2,008
	2,032
	363
	387
	22.1%
	23.5%

	Cove
	323
	331
	333
	8
	10
	2.5%
	3.1%

	Mont Belvieu
	2,324
	2,754
	2,775
	430
	451
	18.5%
	19.4%

	Old-River Winfree
	1,364
	1,556
	1,558
	192
	194
	14.1%
	14.2%

	Stowell
	1,572
	1,673
	1,675
	101
	103
	6.4%
	6.6%

	Winnie
	2,914
	3,190
	3,195
	276
	281
	9.5%
	9.6%


            Source: Texas State Data Center

· Chambers, Jefferson, Liberty, Harris and Galveston County are designated as urban counties.


Source: Health Professions Resource Center, DSHS
County in Context

	
	Chambers
	Jefferson
	Liberty
	Harris
	Galveston
	Texas

	*Median Age
	35
	35
	34
	31
	36
	33

	*Avg. Household Size
	2.8
	2.6
	2.8
	2.8
	2.6
	2.7

	*Rural Population
	64.3%
	8.3%
	64.2%
	1.8%
	8.4%
	17.5%

	*Home-Ownership Rate
	83.6%
	65.9%
	79.0%
	55.3%
	66.2%
	63.8%

	*Language Other Than English Spoken at Home
	11.7%
	13.2%
	12.3%
	36.2%
	17.2%
	31.2%

	*Adult Population with High School Diploma
	76.9%
	78.5%
	69.6%
	74.6%
	80.9%
	75.7%

	*Adult Population with Bachelor’s Degree
	12.1%
	16.3%
	8.1%
	26.9%
	22.7%
	23.2%

	**High School Graduation Rate
	91.8%
	74.9%
	82.9%
	74.0%
	82.4%
	78.0%

	***Births to Teens Ages 13-19
	12.6%
	14.2%
	18.0%
	11.9%
	10.6%
	13.5%

	***Low Birth-weight Babies
	6.2%
	10.2%
	8.7%
	8.5%
	8.7%
	8.3%

	***Births to Women Who Received Inadequate Prenatal Care
	27.1%
	25.1%
	38.5%
	36.5%
	32.5%
	35.3%

	***Total Poverty
	11.4%
	19.7%
	18.4%
	17.9%
	13.3%
	17.5%

	***Child Poverty
	15.9%
	29.3%
	26.5%
	26.0%
	17.7%
	24.7%

	**Unemployment
	4.6%
	5.5%
	5.2%
	4.3%
	4.6%
	4.3%


Source: The Texas Kids Count Project, Center for Public Policy Priorities
*2000

**2007

***2005

Population Projections

	Chambers County

	Year
	TOTAL
	ANGLO
	BLACK
	HISPANIC
	OTHER

	2000
	26,031
	20,339
	2,573
	2,810
	309

	2005
	28,664
	22,008
	2,793
	3,529
	334

	2010
	31,478
	23,737
	2,996
	4,384
	361

	2015
	34,480
	25,418
	3,207
	5,464
	391

	2020
	37,607
	27,102
	3,387
	6,697
	421

	2025
	40,620
	28,572
	3,531
	8,069
	448

	2030
	43,440
	29,691
	3,664
	9,623
	462

	2035
	46,098
	30,493
	3,820
	11,312
	473

	2040
	48,803
	31,115
	3,983
	13,224
	481


	Jefferson County

	Year
	TOTAL
	ANGLO
	BLACK
	HISPANIC
	OTHER

	2000
	252,051
	131,753
	85,267
	26,536
	8,495

	2005
	258,502
	127,748
	88,682
	31,914
	10,158

	2010
	264,259
	122,249
	92,086
	38,050
	11,874

	2015
	270,298
	116,325
	95,070
	45,192
	13,711

	2020
	277,083
	110,223
	97,567
	53,578
	15,715

	2025
	283,905
	103,791
	99,020
	63,229
	17,865

	2030
	291,286
	97,069
	100,013
	74,134
	20,070

	2035
	299,023
	90,312
	100,141
	86,345
	22,225

	2040
	307,908
	83,547
	100,150
	99,840
	24,371


	Liberty County

	Year
	TOTAL
	ANGLO
	BLACK
	HISPANIC
	OTHER

	2000
	70,154
	52,734
	9,115
	7,660
	645

	2005
	76,031
	56,004
	9,745
	9,592
	690

	2010
	82,422
	59,311
	10,381
	11,996
	734

	2015
	89,193
	62,481
	10,996
	14,936
	780

	2020
	96,106
	65,242
	11,633
	18,405
	826

	2025
	102,911
	67,407
	12,233
	22,409
	862

	2030
	109,652
	68,950
	12,773
	27,036
	893

	2035
	116,522
	70,025
	13,222
	32,360
	915

	2040
	123,688
	70,742
	13,629
	38,395
	922


Source: Texas State Data Center and Office of the State Demographer

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

CONTINUED FROM PREVOUS PAGE

Population Projections
	Harris County

	Year
	TOTAL
	ANGLO
	BLACK
	HISPANIC
	OTHER

	2000
	3,400,578
	1,456,811
	630,184
	1,119,751
	193,832

	2005
	3,667,564
	1,423,571
	661,602
	1,352,959
	229,432

	2010
	3,946,353
	1,378,703
	689,687
	1,610,062
	267,901

	2015
	4,234,908
	1,324,958
	714,785
	1,888,214
	306,951

	2020
	4,530,220
	1,262,715
	733,650
	2,186,529
	347,326

	2025
	4,838,754
	1,192,026
	744,980
	2,513,397
	388,351

	2030
	5,160,953
	1,112,620
	749,296
	2,868,203
	430,834

	2035
	5,497,325
	1,027,661
	747,700
	3,246,654
	475,310

	2040
	5,842,296
	940,977
	740,328
	3,639,772
	521,219


	Galveston County

	Year
	TOTAL
	ANGLO
	BLACK
	HISPANIC
	OTHER

	2000
	250,158
	159,589
	38,868
	44,939
	6,762

	2005
	259,766
	160,243
	39,972
	51,533
	8,018

	2010
	269,157
	160,028
	41,032
	58,723
	9,374

	2015
	278,321
	159,218
	41,874
	66,428
	10,801

	2020
	286,309
	157,165
	42,337
	74,549
	12,258

	2025
	292,681
	153,435
	42,472
	82,928
	13,846

	2030
	297,379
	148,020
	42,441
	91,451
	15,467

	2035
	300,609
	141,530
	42,044
	99,962
	17,073

	2040
	303,243
	134,617
	41,615
	108,319
	18,692


	Texas

	Year
	TOTAL
	ANGLO
	BLACK
	HISPANIC
	OTHER

	2000
	20,851,820
	11,074,716
	2,421,653
	6,669,666
	685,785

	2005
	22,556,054
	11,327,875
	2,588,604
	7,820,854
	818,721

	2010
	24,330,612
	11,533,974
	2,754,744
	9,080,436
	961,458

	2015
	26,156,715
	11,694,533
	2,913,063
	10,436,536
	1,112,583

	2020
	28,005,788
	11,796,493
	3,052,401
	11,882,998
	1,273,896

	2025
	29,897,443
	11,830,579
	3,170,986
	13,448,469
	1,447,409

	2030
	31,830,589
	11,789,298
	3,268,616
	15,140,100
	1,632,575

	2035
	33,789,668
	11,682,014
	3,345,684
	16,934,444
	1,827,526

	2040
	35,761,201
	11,525,112
	3,403,169
	18,804,298
	2,028,622


Source: Texas State Data Center and Office of the State Demographer

Uninsured Estimates

	2005
	Anglo
	Hispanic
	Black/Other
	Total

	
	
	
	
	

	Chambers: 0-17 Yrs.
	13.1%
	39.9%
	27.8%
	20.1%

	Chambers: 18-34 Yrs.
	21.8%
	54.7%
	42.3%
	31.4%

	Chambers: 35-44 Yrs.
	14.4%
	49.3%
	30.7%
	21.1%

	Chambers: 45-64 Yrs.
	12.7%
	45.5%
	27.9%
	17.1%

	Chambers: 65+ Yrs.
	1.2%
	9.6%
	6.1%
	2.2%

	Chambers: TOTAL
	13.9%
	46.6%
	30.0%
	20.6%

	
	
	
	
	

	Jefferson: 0-17 Yrs.
	16.7%
	40.5%
	21.8%
	22.8%

	Jefferson: 18-34 Yrs.
	27.0%
	52.9%
	32.3%
	33.7%

	Jefferson: 35-44 Yrs.
	22.7%
	51.4%
	25.8%
	28.0%

	Jefferson: 45-64 Yrs.
	15.5%
	41.1%
	25.8%
	21.1%

	Jefferson: 65+ Yrs.
	0.7%
	8.5%
	4.4%
	2.1%

	Jefferson:  TOTAL
	16.2%
	44.8%
	24.5%
	23.0%

	
	
	
	
	

	Liberty: 0-17 Yrs.
	13.1%
	39.9%
	27.8%
	19.8%

	Liberty: 18-34 Yrs.
	21.8%
	54.7%
	42.3%
	31.0%

	Liberty: 35-44 Yrs.
	14.4%
	49.3%
	30.7%
	21.8%

	Liberty: 45-64 Yrs.
	12.7%
	45.5%
	27.9%
	17.0%

	Liberty: 65+ Yrs.
	1.2%
	9.6%
	6.1%
	2.1%

	Liberty: TOTAL
	13.9%
	46.5%
	30.5%
	20.5%

	
	
	
	
	

	Harris: 0-17 Yrs.
	13.1%
	39.9%
	27.8%
	29.1%

	Harris: 18-34 Yrs.
	21.8%
	54.7%
	42.3%
	42.1%

	Harris: 35-44 Yrs.
	14.4%
	49.3%
	30.7%
	31.3%

	Harris: 45-64 Yrs.
	12.7%
	45.5%
	27.9%
	24.2%

	Harris: 65+ Yrs.
	1.2%
	9.6%
	6.1%
	3.7%

	Harris: TOTAL
	13.5%
	45.9%
	30.5%
	29.8%

	
	
	
	
	

	Galveston: 0-17 Yrs.
	12.8%
	27.4%
	23.4%
	18.8%

	Galveston: 18-34 Yrs.
	25.2%
	51.4%
	33.8%
	33.5%

	Galveston: 35-44 Yrs.
	17.6%
	46.1%
	22.8%
	24.2%

	Galveston: 45-64 Yrs.
	11.0%
	35.9%
	23.6%
	16.4%

	Galveston: 65+ Yrs.
	0.7%
	8.7%
	4.4%
	2.2%

	Galveston: TOTAL
	14.1%
	37.8%
	24.0%
	20.7%

	
	
	
	
	

	Texas: 0-17 Yrs.
	13.0%
	32.4%
	23.6%
	23.3%

	Texas: 18-34 Yrs.
	22.4%
	50.0%
	35.3%
	36.0%

	Texas: 35-44 Yrs.
	14.9%
	41.9%
	25.7%
	25.9%

	Texas: 45-64 Yrs.
	13.6%
	37.5%
	25.0%
	21.2%

	Texas: 65+ Yrs.
	01.1%
	05.5%
	05.3%
	02.4%

	Texas: TOTAL
	13.9%
	38.5%
	26.2%
	24.5%


Source: Texas State Data Center
Economically Disadvantaged and At-Risk Students

	Chambers County (2007-2008)
	*Economically

Disadvantaged
Students
	**At-Risk

Students

	
	
	

	East Chambers Independent School District
	46.7%
	40.4%

	East Chambers High School
	37.6%
	40.5%

	East Chambers Junior High
	40.8%
	49.5%

	East Chambers Elementary
	55.2%
	38.5%

	East Chambers Intermediate
	46.4%
	37.0%

	
	
	

	Anahuac Independent School District
	50.2%
	45.3%

	Anahuac High School
	41.2%
	52.9%

	Anahuac Middle School
	52.7%
	44.5%

	Anahuac Elementary
	54.7%
	40.1%

	
	
	

	Barbers Hill Independent School District
	18.2%
	29.6%

	Barbers Hill High School
	12.7%
	31.9%

	Barbers Hill Middle School
	16.5%
	32.9%

	Barbers Hill Intermediate
	17.9%
	27.5%

	Barbers Hill Primary
	19.7%
	24.8%

	Barbers Hill Elementary
	20.2%
	31.1%

	
	
	

	State
	55.3%
	48.4%


Source: Texas Education Association

* Students eligible free or reduced-price lunch or eligible for other public assistance

**Students at risk of dropping out of school

Health Facts

	2004
	Total Live Births
	Adolescent

Mothers
	Unmarried Mothers
	Low Birth Weight
	Late or No Prenatal Care
	Medicaid Covered Births

	Chambers
	360
	3.3%
	31.1%
	6.1%
	12.2%
	38.6%

	Jefferson
	3,447
	5.7%
	46.9%
	9.8%
	14.2%
	33.7%

	Liberty
	1,098
	5.7%
	40.5%
	8.2%
	13.7%
	33.0%

	Harris
	67,131
	4.3%
	36.8%
	8.2%
	18.0%
	54.4%

	Galveston
	3,957
	4.6%
	39.8%
	8.6%
	10.1%
	51.5%

	Texas
	381,441
	5.0%
	36.0%
	8.0%
	18.2%
	53.6%


Source: Center for Health Statistics, Texas Department of State Health Services

· In 2005, the cost of prenatal care, delivery, postnatal care and infant care for the first year averaged $9,327 per Medicaid-funded delivery.  (Source: Texas Health & Human Services Commission)

· In 2006, 59.6% of pregnancies in Texas were unintended pregnancies.  (Source: Office of Program Decision Support, Texas Department of State Health Services)

Birth Data

	2004
	Chambers
	Jefferson
	Liberty
	Harris
	Galveston
	TEXAS

	4 or More Prior Births
	2.5%
	4.5%
	4.4%
	4.6%
	3.2%
	4.3%

	No Prenatal Care
	0.0%
	0.8%
	1.0%
	1.5%
	0.9%
	1.9%

	Inadequate Prenatal Care
	20.3%
	16.1%
	21.9%
	24.2%
	14.1%
	24.0%

	Care Began First Trimester
	85.8%
	85.1%
	85.5%
	80.3%
	89.1%
	80.5%

	Mothers Weight Gain Less than 15lbs
	9.7%
	11.5%
	14.1%
	10.3%
	12.4%
	11.2%

	Mothers Weight Gain More than 44 lbs
	17.2%
	15.7%
	16.5%
	11.1%
	10.7%
	12.2%

	Smoking During Pregnancy
	12.5%
	10.7%
	19.8%
	3.0%
	7.8%
	5.6%

	Cesarean Section
	37.5%
	43.7%
	33.5%
	29.9%
	36.6%
	31.9%

	Vaginal Birth after Cesarean 
	0.8%
	0.2%
	0.7%
	1.1%
	0.5%
	0.8%

	Spacing Less than 18 Months
	8.1%
	9.8%
	8.9%
	8.3%
	7.6%
	8.2%

	Low Birth Weight
	6.1%
	9.7%
	8.2%
	8.2%
	8.6%
	8.0%

	Very Low Birth Weight
	0.6%
	1.7%
	1.5%
	1.4%
	1.9%
	1.4%

	Premature
	10.8%
	12.0%
	11.8%
	12.7%
	12.4%
	12.7%

	TOTAL BIRTHS
	360
	3,447
	1,098
	67,131
	3,957
	381,441


Source: Center for Health Statistics, DSHS

Death Data

	2005
	Chambers
	Jefferson
	Liberty
	Harris
	Galveston
	TEXAS

	Heart Disease
	26.2%
	27.2%
	26.7%
	23.7%
	25.2%
	25.7%

	Stroke
	4.3%
	6.7%
	5.4%
	6.2%
	5.8%
	6.0%

	All Cancer
	20.5%
	19.5%
	26.1%
	22.6%
	23.8%
	21.9%

	Lung Cancer
	5.7%
	5.6%
	7.6%
	6.2%
	6.4%
	6.3%

	Breast Cancer
	3.3%
	1.2%
	1.6%
	1.9%
	1.5%
	1.7%

	Chronic Lower Respiratory Diseases
	7.1%
	4.8%
	5.1%
	3.7%
	4.9%
	5.1%

	Diabetes
	2.9%
	3.5%
	1.8%
	3.1%
	2.5%
	3.6%

	Unintentional Injury (Accidents)
	9.5%
	4.7%
	7.3%
	6.2%
	5.7%
	5.5%

	Motor Vehicle Injury
	3.3%
	1.7%
	3.4%
	2.5%
	1.8%
	2.4%

	Homicide
	1.0%
	1.3%
	0.9%
	1.9%
	0.9%
	1.0%

	Suicide
	1.0%
	0.9%
	1.2%
	1.6%
	1.6%
	1.5%

	Deaths from all Causes
	210
	2,604
	667
	20,799
	2,409
	152,374


Source: Center for Health Statistics, DSHS

6 Year Average Age-Adjusted Mortality Rates

	1999 – 2004  DEATHS
	Chambers
	Jefferson
	Liberty
	Harris 
	Galveston
	Texas

	Heart Disease
	*Higher rate
	Statistically significantly higher than state rate
	Statistically significantly higher than state rate
	Significantly lower than state rate

	*Higher rate
	179.5

	Stroke
	*Lower rate
	*Higher rate
	*Higher rate
	Statistically significantly higher than state rate
	*Lower rate
	62.5 

	Diabetes
	*Higher rate
	*Higher rate
	*Lower rate
	Significantly lower than state rate

	Statistically significantly higher than state rate
	31.0

	Lung Cancer
	Statistically significantly higher than state rate
	Statistically significantly higher than state rate
	Statistically significantly higher than state rate
	*Higher rate
	Statistically significantly higher than state rate
	54.4


Source: Chronic Disease in Texas (February 2008), Texas Department of State Health Services
*But not statistically significant from state rate
Cancer 

	2001-2005
	Chambers
	Jefferson
	Liberty
	Harris 
	Galveston
	Texas

	Cancer Death Rates
	218.3
	205.4
	256.2
	186.7
	217.5
	184.5

	*Colon (Excluding Rectum)
	26.7
	37.3
	44.6
	36.1
	40.1
	35.2

	*Prostate
	132.5
	153.4
	177.8
	153.3
	179.2
	144.6

	*Lung & Bronchus
	77.0
	81.3
	125.1
	66.0
	87.6
	67.6

	*Breast
	51.8
	61.8
	74.4
	65.8
	66.2
	62.7


Source: Texas Cancer Registry, Texas Department of State Health Services

(Age-Adjusted)

*Invasive Cancer Incidence Rates (per 100,000)

Estimates of Serious Mental Illness & Substance Abuse

	
	2006 Population

Estimate
	Estimated Population with SMI

1 in 17 (.06)
	Estimated Population Needing

But Not Receiving Treatment

For Alcohol Use

1 in 17 (.06)
	Estimated Population Needing

But Not Receiving Treatment

For Illicit Drug Use

1 in 51 (.02)

	Chambers
	28,779
	1,727
	1,727
	576

	Jefferson
	243,914
	14,635
	14,635
	4,878

	Liberty
	75,685
	4,541
	4,541
	1,514

	Harris
	3,886,207
	233,172
	233,172
	77,724

	Galveston
	283,551
	17,013
	17,013
	5,671

	Texas
	23,507,783
	1,410,467
	1,410,467
	470,156


Source: National Institute of Mental Health, National Institutes of Health

· Serious mental illness include major depression, schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, obsessive compulsive disorder, panic disorder, post traumatic stress disorder, and borderline personality disorder.

· Illicit drugs include marijuana/hashish, cocaine (including crack), heroin, hallucinogenics, inhalants, or prescription-type psychotherapeutics used non-medically.

Preventable Adult Hospitalizations

	
	A
	B
	D
	E
	F
	H

	CHAMBERS COUNTY (2005) 
	Actual

Admissions
	*Expected

Admissions
	Excess Admissions

(A - B)
	Average Charge for

Admission
	Total Charges for Admissions

(A x E)
	EXCESS CHARGES

(D x E)

	Bacterial Pneumonia
	116
	69
	47
	$14,767
	$1,712,972
	$694,049

	Urinary Tract Infection
	46
	27
	19
	$9,772
	$449,512
	$185,668

	Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease
	63
	43
	20
	$11,007
	$693,441
	$220,140

	TOTAL
	225
	139
	86
	
	$2,855,925
	$1,099,857


Source: Center for Health Statistics, DSHS

*Expected Admissions Based on National Trends
Note: Bayside Community Hospital is Exempt from Hospital Reporting Requirements

Bacterial Pneumonia Adult Hospitalizations in Chambers County:

· 59% were at Winnie Community Hospital
· 53% were female

· 67% resided in the 77665 zip code

· 84% were 55 or older 

· 78% were White, 13% were Asian, and 08% were Black
· 01% were Hispanic

· 55% were discharged to home or self-care

Urinary Tract Infection Adult Hospitalizations in Chambers County:

· 44% were at Winnie Community Hospital
· 59% were female

· 47% resided in the 77665 zip code, and 28% resided in the 77514 zip code
· 76% were 55 or older 

· 64% were White, 18% were Asian, and 14% were Black
· 04% were Hispanic

· 62% were discharged to home or self-care

Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease Adult Hospitalizations in Chambers County:

· 48% were at Winnie Community Hospital
· 65% were female

· 70% resided in the 77665 zip code, and 15% were in the 77580 zip code
· 78% were 55 or older 

· 80% were White, 13% were Asian, and 04% were Black
· 02% were Hispanic

· 65% were discharged to home or self-care

Trends for Health Professions

	
	Chambers
	Jefferson
	Liberty
	Harris
	Galveston

	*Direct Patient Care Physicians
	0 to 49% Increase
	0 to 49% Increase
	0 to 49% Increase
	0 to 49% Increase
	Decline

	*Primary Care Physicians
	50 to 99% Increase
	Decline
	0 to 49% Increase
	0 to 49% Increase
	Decline

	*Physician Assistants
	Decline
	50 to 99% Increase
	100% Increase or Greater
	100% Increase or Greater
	Decline

	**Chiropractors
	0 to 49% Increase
	0 to 49% Increase
	0 to 49% Increase
	0 to 49% Increase
	0 to 49% Increase

	**Podiatrists)
	No Podiatrists in 1999 or 2007
	Decline
	None in 1999 or 2007
	None in 1999 or 2007
	0 to 49% Increase

	*Nurse Practitioners
	None in 1998, At Least One in 2007
	100% Increase or Greater
	100% Increase or Greater
	100% Increase or Greater
	50 to 99% Increase

	*Certified Nurse Midwives
	None in 1998 or 2007
	50 to 99% Increase
	Lost All
	Decline
	100% Increase or Greater

	*Registered Nurses
	Decline
	0 to 49% Increase
	Decline
	0 to 49% Increase
	Decline

	*Licensed Vocational Nurses
	Decline
	Decline
	Decline
	Decline
	Decline

	*Dentists
	Decline
	Decline
	0 to 49% Increase
	0 to 49% Increase
	Decline

	*Dental Hygienists
	Decline
	0 to 49% Increase
	Decline
	0 to 49% Increase
	0 to 49% Increase

	*Medical Radiological Technologists
	Decline
	0 to 49% Increase
	0 to 49% Increase
	0 to 49% Increase
	0 to 49% Increase

	**Occupational Therapists
	Decline
	0 to 49% Increase
	50 to 99% Increase
	0 to 49% Increase
	Decline

	**Optometrists
	None in 1999 or 2007
	0 to 49% Increase
	Decline
	0 to 49% Increase
	0 to 49% Increase

	**Pharmacists
	Decline
	Decline
	0 to 49% Increase
	0 to 49% Increase
	Decline

	**Physical Therapists
	Decline
	Decline
	0 to 49% Increase
	0 to 49% Increase
	Decline

	**Psychologists
	None in 1999, At Least One in 2007
	Decline
	Decline
	0 to 49% Increase
	Decline

	Population Change (2000 to 2006)
	10.6%
	-3.2%
	7.9%
	14.3%
	13.3%


Source: Center for Health Statistics, DSHS
*1998 to 2007

**1999 to 2007

Decline means Decline in Health Profession per Population

Health Professions Information
	2004
	Chambers
	Jefferson
	Liberty
	Harris
	Galveston
	Texas

	Audiologists
	0.0
	6.7
	0.0
	4.5
	5.3
	4.1

	Chiropractors
	3.3
	14.6
	10.3
	21.3
	28.5
	18.2

	Licensed Chemical Dependency Counselors
	13.2
	26.4
	11.6
	21.3
	34.5
	19.3

	Licensed Professional Counselors
	16.4
	56.8
	18.0
	46.6
	52.1
	47.5

	Dental Hygienists
	3.3
	49.7
	24.4
	33.7
	38.6
	36.6

	General Dentists
	9.9
	40.6
	20.6
	46.6
	36.0
	35.7

	Dieticians
	3.3
	13.8
	1.3
	14.2
	21.4
	14.0

	Emergency Medical Services
	217.1
	284.9
	311.3
	194.6
	335.8
	221.0

	Marriage and Family Therapists
	0.0
	21.7
	3.9
	24.4
	32.3
	20.9

	Certified Nurse Aides
	500.0
	680.7
	572.4
	382.6
	427.7
	492.0

	Licensed Vocational Nurses
	138.0
	497.6
	247.0
	207.0
	263.7
	273.1

	Registered Nurses
	151.3
	995.6
	244.4
	744.6
	983.3
	624.5

	Occupational Therapists
	3.3
	20.5
	9.0
	25.2
	45.8
	22.9

	Optometrists
	0.0
	11.0
	6.4
	15.5
	14.6
	11.1

	Pharmacists
	16.4
	78.9
	39.9
	91.9
	93.0
	74.0

	Physical Therapists
	3.3
	35.1
	12.9
	37.6
	49.5
	36.6

	Direct Patient Care Physicians
	16.4
	216.2
	69.5
	199.0
	154.2
	154.8

	Primary Care Physicians
	13.2
	81.3
	50.2
	79.4
	70.5
	68.1

	Podiatrists
	0.0
	6.3
	0.0
	4.3
	3.0
	3.6

	Licensed Psychologists
	0.0
	8.7
	1.3
	19.0
	16.1
	14.7

	Sanitarians
	6.6
	3.9
	2.6
	3.7
	9.0
	5.6

	Social Workers
	3.3
	76.9
	12.9
	69.5
	71.3
	67.2

	Speech Language Pathologists
	9.9
	27.6
	14.2
	33.4
	36.8
	34.0

	Veterinarians
	13.2
	13.4
	15.4
	16.9
	29.3
	22.3


Source: Health Professions Resource Center, DSHS

*Providers per 100,000 Population

As of 11/24/08, Chambers County is designated as a Primary Care Health Professional Shortage Area. (Define what this means)

As of 01/16/09, Chambers County is designated as a Medically Underserved Area. (Define what this means)

Source: Health Professions Resource Center, DSHS

RESOURCE INVENTORY
The following information was collected from survey participants on their perceptions of health and social service resources available in their community.  Since this information came from survey participants, DSHS cannot guarantee the accuracy of the information in the Resource Inventory.
	Org
	Address
	City
	Phone
	Email
	Web
	Services
	Area

	American Red Cross
	5309 Decker Drive
	Baytown
	281-424-1300
	fparent@ghac.org
	www.houstonredcross.org
	Disaster Relief, Military Services, Transportation Services, Health and Safety Programs such as CPR Classes.
	East Harris, Chambers & Liberty Counties

	Barbers Hill Elementary School (School Nurse)
	P.O. Box 1108
(9600 Eagle Drive)
	Mont Belvieu
	281-576-2221 ext 1508
	ameuth@bhisd.net
	 
	Medication and first aid administration, CPR teaching to staff, screenings such as vision, hearing, dental, and height and weights. Ensuring all immunizations are up to date. Various procedures provided as needed by students/staff: blood pressures, blood glucose testing, insulin admin., urinary cath. insertion, changing diapers, in-services, etc.
	Barbers Hill Elementary

	Bayside Community Hospital
	P O Box 398
	Anahuac
	409-267-3143
	rpascasio@baysidehospital.org
	 
	Inpatient and Outpatient Medical and Surgical, Lab, Radiology, Respiratory & EKG
	All areas mostly Chambers and West Chambers Counties

	Bayside Community Hospital & Clinics
	200 Hospital Drive
	Anahuac
	409-267-3143
	kgoodman@baysidehospital.org
	baysidehospital.org
	Medical Healthcare
	Chambers County

	Chambers County  Wellness Center
	1107 Willcox

P.O. Box 670
	Anahuac
	409-267-3160
	mbess@co.chambers.tx.us
	www.co.chambers.tx.us
	Wellness Check ups, Lab Work, ETC
	Chambers County

	Chambers County
Extension Service
	295 Whites Memorial Park Dr.
(P.O. Box 669)
	Anahuac
	409-374-2123
	mctolivier@yahoo.com
chambers@ag.tamu.edu
	www.co.chambers.tx.us
	Agriculture, Natural Resources,
Marine, Food Service, Better Living 
	Chambers County

	Chambers County Employee Health and Wellness Center
	Box 670
	Anahuac
	409 267-3160
	mbess@co.chambers.tx.us
	 
	Primary Healthcare for Chambers County Employees, 
Provide Indigent care for specific Indigent Population, 
Health Department is in the Same building as me, 
Laboratory, Immunizations, Health Screenings, Acute sick visits, Chronic Sick Visits
	Chambers County - For county employees

	chambers county health dept
	1107 willcox street
	Anahuac
	4.093E+09
	bsmith@texashan.org
	 
	Immunizations, 
std testing, 
pregnancy testing, 
blood pressure testing
	chambers county

	Chambers County Health Dept.
	P.O. Box 670
	Anahuac
	409-267-8356
	sburgess@texashan.org
	 
	Immunizations, 
STD, 
Family Planning
	Chambers County

	Chambers County W.I.C.
	P O BOX 670, 1204 Stowell St.
	Anahuac, Texas
	(409) 267-8443
	atorres@co.chambers.tx.us-
	
	Women-Children-Infant  Medical and Nutritional evaluation-Issue Nutritional information and food supplementionation
	Chambers County

	Chambers County 
Sheriff Office
	P.O. Box 998
	Anahuac
	409-267-8322
	 
	 
	Law Enforcement
	Chambers County 

	Chambers County Environmental Health
	P.O. Box 1180
(201 Airport Rd.)
	Anahuac
	409-267-8392
	rpena@co.chambers.tx.us
	www.co.chambers.tx.us
	Food, Septic Inspections, Building Permits, Flood zone Information
	West, East Chambers County

	City of Baytown Health Department EMS
	PO BOX 424
	Baytown
	281-422-0044
	dana.dalbey@baytown.org
	http://www.baytown.org/public/ems/default.htm
	Emergency Medical Services
	City of Baytown and Surrounding ETJ

	ESCAPE Family Resource Center
	3210 Eastside Street
	Houston
	713-942-9500 ext. 33
	Melindag@learntoparent.org
	www.learntoparent.org
	Family education for child abuse and neglect prevention.
	Will be providing parenting education classes starting March 3, 2009 in the Baytown area. The chambers county residents are welcome to attend. We would like to collaborate with chambers county to provide our services as well in Mont Belvieu and Anahuac. 

	Family Clinic
	1055 Kansas
	Anahuac
	409-267-3118
	andiwalk@aol.com
	 
	Medical
	Chambers

	Family Service Center
	10425 Eagle Drive, Suite 5
	Mont Belvieu
	281-576-6366
	fosborne@fscgal.org
	www.fsc-galveston.org
	Counseling for children and parents
	Galveston, Chambers, and Liberty Counties

	Justice of the Peace Pct 1
	PO BOX 332
	WINNIE
	409-296-8247
	YDEVILLIER@CO.CHAMBERS.TX.US 
	N/A
	CIVIL COURT, CITATIONS, EVICTIONS, INQUESTS, DEATHS, WEDDINGS
	WINNIE, STOWELL

	Lee College
	P.O. Box 818
	Baytown
	 
	 
	http://www.lee.edu/index.asp
	Health Education, some student health care, general education
	Education

	Liberty-Chambers Counties Community Supervision and Corrections Dept.
	PO Box 1108
	Anahuac
	409-267-8370
	sphelps1@libertycscd.com
	Liberty-Chambers Counties CSCD
	Court ordered supervision to criminal defendants.
Urinalysis testing.
Offender education programs.
Referral source to outside agencies.
	Chambers County

	MD Pharmacy
	11540 Eagle Dr. Ste A
	Baytown
	281-576-0106
	bdyer113388@yahoo.com
	 
	Prescriptions, 
over the counter meds, 
vaccines
	only pharmacy for 12 miles

	MedCare Pediatric Group
	5624 E. Sam Houston Prkwy
	Houston
	832.323.5080
	 
	medcarepediatrics.com
	Pediatric Physical Therapy
	Baytown, Mont Belvieu, Anahuac, Oak Island, Crosby, Houston

	Mosquito Control
	207 Airport RD.
	Anahuac TX
	409-267-8391
	llewis@co.chambers.tx.us
	internet explorer
	vector control
	chambers County

	New Horizon Family Center
	 P.O. Box 1428
	Baytown
	281.424.3300
	dedmiston@newhorizonfc.org
	newhorizonfamilycenter.org
	Shelter for victims of Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault, 
Outreach Counseling, Education, Resale Store
	East Harris County, Chambers and Liberty County

	Sheriff
	PO Box 998
	Anahuac
	409-267-8318
	 
	 
	Detox, counseling
	Countywide

	Texas Health and Human Services Commission
	PO Box 310
	Anahuac, Texas
	409-267-3125
	 
	 
	Food Stamps, Medicaid, TANF
	Chambers County 

	Winnie Community Hospital
	538 Broadway
	Winnie
	409-296-6000
	Shalia@winniehospital.com
	www.winniehospital.com
	Emergency Room-Inpatient-Skilled Nursing-Clinic-Lab-Radiology-CT
	Counties of Chambers, West Jefferson, North Galveston and easy access to IH-10 and HWY 73 east and west bound through the area.


HURRICANE IKE IMPACT REPORT STATEMENT
[The following is text from FEMA’s Hurricane Ike Impact Report (December 2008)]

“Chambers County is largely rural and relies heavily on “natural” industries, such as rice farming, ranching, hunting, fishing, marine trades and eco-tourism, particularly on the east side of the county. The industrial-based west side of the county, on the other hand, is made up mostly of the petrochemical industry. The county also has some retail, particularly in the City of Winnie, which caters to people living on the Bolivar Peninsula in Galveston County. Prior to Ike, one of the county’s major priorities was to attract primary jobs. To do that, the county needed good water and sewer infrastructure, as well as warehouses and industrial parks.

The storm surge from Ike brought more than 20 feet of water into Chambers County. Preliminary damage assessments assembled by the County on behalf of the City, Port Authority and District entities is in excess of $430 million. This estimate does not include the preliminary damage estimates of private industry and facilities, or those owned by state or federal organizations.

The loss of several industries in Chambers County could result in a rise in unemployment in the area. Over 143,000 acres of land in the county was damaged by the storm surge. The rice fields and grazing pastures are not expected to recover from the saltwater intrusion for another two to three years. While Chambers County expects these industries to return, it is estimated to take between five and 10 years for full recovery. 

Damages to the upper Texas Gulf Coast fishing industry included the loss of two processing plants, the largest private employers in the area, as well as supporting industries, including clam, oyster, and shrimp fishermen who lost their boats and homes. The tourist industry has also been devastated by the saltwater, especially eco-tourism along the Great Texas Wildlife Trails in Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge and Bolivar Flats, which together brought in 60,000 tourists to the area.

The fate of businesses in the community is also a concern. The Winnie area relied heavily on residents of the Bolivar Peninsula to support their retail businesses. As the vast majority of houses on the peninsula were destroyed, the market, which consisted of around 4,000 customers, is gone. Many businesses that have reopened no longer have a healthy customer base, and therefore, will have difficulty staying open. 

Housing is also a major concern in Chambers County. In the unincorporated area of Oak Island, only 50 of 350 houses were left standing, only 25 of which are inhabitable. Many of those who lost their homes also worked in the community. In the case of Oak Island, many of those who lost their homes were independent clam fishermen who supported the seafood processing plants. In addition to losing their homes, their boats and livelihoods were also destroyed.”
“Research indicates that the need for mental health services significantly increases approximately six months following catastrophic disasters, especially for treatment related to depression and Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder.”
CONCLUSIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS
The following are recommendations for community leaders to consider as they work to improve health and maximize resources in Chambers County.

Conclusions:

1.
There is a lack of specialized health services (e.g., cardiology, dentistry, etc.) and/or health care providers that are consistently available within Chambers County and the lack of transportation to essential health services located outside the county confounds the problem. There is also a lack of coordination of the services that are available. Mental health issues and lack of these specialized health services were consistently highlighted. 

2.
Majority of the respondents replied positively in terms of their personal quality of life, mental health, and physical health but fewer people stated that the health of the community as a whole was good or very good.   

3.
Many respondents believe that more could be done to improve or implement policies that work to better protect the health of the community. 

4.
Majority of the respondents reported that they are prepared for natural disasters, but an overwhelming majority are unprepared for Pandemic Influenza.

5.
Health information (e.g., health education materials or health information data) is not readily available. There is an interest, among respondents, in health education materials, community health programs, and public health interventions. 

6.
Tobacco use among county residents was reported as a problem among respondents and majority of the respondents would like to see public places become smoke free. Air pollution, as a result of proximity to refineries, plants and Hurricane Ike, was frequently referenced among respondents. 

Recommendations: 

1.
A committed group of community stakeholders (e.g., elected officials, health providers, civic leaders, DSHS, etc.) in Chambers County should be brought together to review findings from the assessment and determine what issue(s) can be realistically addressed focusing on the most identified community health needs. 

2.
Consistently advertise the health-related services available to individuals who have been impacted by Hurricane Ike (e.g., mental health, injury prevention, mosquitoes, etc.).  (As noted above, “research indicates that the need for mental health services significantly increases approximately six months following catastrophic disasters, especially for treatment related to depression and Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder.”) Also, work with individual families or persons to develop plans for natural disaster, manmade disaster, or pandemic flu. 

3.
Consistently advertise the health-related services available to individuals in Chambers County (e.g., nutrition, obesity, exercise, etc.).  The development of a central clearinghouse for health education information, could improve visibility and awareness of local health resources specific to the needs of the different geographical areas within the county. A complete and detailed resource inventory should be developed and distributed to Chambers County residents and employees.  
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