New Information for Texas Licensed Professional Counselors, LPC-Interns and New LPC Applicants

The Texas State Board of Examiners of Professional Counselors recently completed a comprehensive rule review and adopted modifications to the rules regarding continuing education and the licensure exam. As of September 1, 2005, the board-approved examination for licensure in Texas is the National Counselor Exam (NCE).  All interns and/or applicants who have not already passed the exam previously approved by the board (the “Texas” exam) will be required to take and pass the NCE.

. 

Continuing Education and the Texas Jurisprudence Exam

The Texas Jurisprudence exam will be available as a continuing education credit option for 3 hours of the ethics requirement on September 1, 2005.  It will become mandatory for license renewal as of January 1, 2007.  The Jurisprudence exam is a no-fail assessment designed to show that the applicant or licensee is familiar with board rules.  It will be available on-line through the board website and can be taken at any location with web access for a $40 fee. 

Information for current LPC-Interns

If you have not passed the “Texas” exam before September 1, you must pass the NCE.  This exam will be available in an electronic format in Texas at multiple locations. Information regarding the registration process will posted on the board website in August.

If you have not taken the “Texas” exam, you will have two opportunities to take and pass the NCE. If you have taken the “Texas” exam once and not passed you will have one opportunity to take and pass the NCE.  After a second failure in either case, your license will be voided.  You will be required to wait two years or take nine graduate semester hours in counseling courses before reapplying. 

Extensions for LPC-Interns

As of September 1, 2005, any LPC-Intern requesting an extension of the license will be     required to successfully complete the Texas Jurisprudence Exam and submit the required fee before the license will be extended. This will replace the continuing education requirement in counselor ethics now required for an extension.    

Information for New Applicants as of September 1,  2005

Any person applying or reapplying for licensure as of September 1, 2005 will be required to pass the NCE and successfully complete the Texas Jurisprudence exam before submitting an application to the board.   If the NCE is not passed within two attempts, the individual must wait two years or take nine graduate semester hours in counseling courses before another exam attempt is allowed.

The National Clinical Mental Health Counseling Exam

The board had proposed to require the National Clinical Mental Health Counseling Exam for full licensure; however, it was decided that this requirement would be postponed until further studies could be completed.  

Please visit the Board’s website at http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/counselor for more information.

