Missing Children Statistics

(National Incidence Studies of Missing, Abducted, Runaway, and Thrownaway Children October 2002)

This is an abbreviated version of two studies conducted by the U.S. Department of Justice. The following definitions were used in this study:

A stereotypical kidnapping is defined as a stranger or slight acquaintance perpetrates a non-family abduction in which the child is detained overnight, transported at least 50 miles, held for ransom, abducted with then intent to keep the child permanently or murder (Dedlak, 2002). 

Stranger is a perpetrator who the child or family do not know, or a perpetrator of unknown identity (Dedlak, 2002).

Slight acquaintance is a non-family perpetrator whose name is unknown to the child or family prior to the abduction and whom the child or family did not know well enough to speak to, or a recent acquaintance who the child or family have known for less than 6 months, or someone the family or child have known for longer than 6 months but seen less than once a month (Dedlak, 2002).

Missing reportable criteria-Caretaker contacted the police or a missing children’s agency to help locate the child (Dedlak, 2002).

U.S. Population of Children in 1999=  70,172,700

U.S. Population of Children taken by  “stereotypical” kidnappings= 115 (.00016% of the child population). Forty-six (46) children were killed by their perpetrator (.000066% of the child population).  

Reported Missing Children (The 95 percent confidence interval indicates that if the study were repeated 200 times, 95 of the replications would produce estimates with the ranges noted.)
Children who met the reportable criteria of missing=  797, 5000 (1% of the child population)

Reason Children Become Missing

Family Abduction= 56,500 (7%)

Runaway/Thrownaway= 357,600 (45%)

Missing Involuntary Lost or Injured= 61,900 (8%)

Missing Benign Explanation= 340,500 (43%)

Non-Family Abductions= 12,010 (1.5%)

*Stereotypical Kidnappings= 115 (.014%)

Gender of Missing Children

Males= 409,400 (51%)

Females= 388,000 (49%)

Race/Ethnicity of Missing Children

White, Non-Hispanic= 428,800 (54%)

Black, Non- Hispanic= 149,700 (19%)

Hispanic= 163,900 (21%)

Other= 52,100 (7%)

No Information= 3,000*



*Estimate is based on too few sample cases to be reliable

Age of Missing Children

0-5 years old= 96,500 (12%)

6-11 years old= 113,400 (14%)

12-14 years old= 235,500 (30%)

15-17 years old= 349,300 (44%)

Only a fraction of 1 percent of the children who were reported missing had not been recovered by the time they entered the NISMART-2 study data.

Stereotypical Abductions

During the 1999 NISMART Study (12 months), there was an estimated 115 stereotypical kidnappings. In 40% (46) of stereotypical kidnappings, the child was killed and another 4%, the child was not recovered. The perpetrator sexually assaulted nearly half of all the child victims of stereotypical kidnappings.

Characteristics of Stereotypical Abducted Children


Age Of Victim



0-5 years old= 20 (19%)



6-11 years old= 25 (24%)



12-14 years old= 45 (38%)



15-17 years old= 20 (20%)


Victim’s Gender



Male= 35 (31%)



Female= 80 (69%)


Victim’s Race/Ethnicity



White, Non-Hispanic= 80 (72%)



Black, Non-Hispanic= 20 (19%)

`

Hispanic= 10 (8%)



Other= 2 (5%)

Characteristics of the Perpetrator


Stranger= 71%


Slight Acquaintance= 29%

More than One Perpetrator



Yes= 48%



No= 41 %



No Information= 11%


Main Perpetrator’s Gender



Male= 86%



Female= 7%



No Information= 7%


Main Perpetrator’s Age



13-19 years old= 21%



20-29 years old= 35%



30-39 years old= 21%



40-49 years old= 7%



50-89 years old= 4%



No Information= 10%

Characteristics of the Abduction


Child’s Location prior to the Episode



Own Home or Yard= 16%



Other Home or Yard= 3%



Street, Car, or Other Vehicle= 40%



Park or Wooded Area= 14%



School or Daycare= 2%



Store, Restaurant, or Mall= 8%



Other Location= 9%



No Information= 8%


Movement of the Child



Child was taken or moved= 95%



Child was detained= 83%

Child was moved more than 50 miles



Yes= 14%



No= 86%

Additional Crime Elements



Perpetrator Sexually Assaulted the Child= 49%



Perpetrator Physically Assaulted the Child= 33%



Perpetrator Robbed the Child= 20%



Perpetrator Used a Weapon= 49%



Perpetrator Demanded a Ransom= 5%


Duration of the Abduction



2 or less hours= 8%



3 to less than 24 hours= 83%



24 or more hours= 10%


Episode Outcome



Child was returned alive= 57%



Child was returned injured= 32%



Child was killed= 40%



Child was not returned or located= 4%

Season of the Episode



Winter= 9%



Spring= 28%



Summer= 29%



Fall= 33%



No Information= 1%
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