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June 13, 2008

Re: Sex Offender Treatment Provider Fee Increase

Dear Licensee,

During the 78th Regular Legislative Session, 2003, House Bill 2292 Section 2.42(a) Subchapter B, Chapter 12 Health & Safety Code, was amended by adding Section 12.0111(a) Licensing Fees to include a permit, certification, or registration.  Health and Safety Code Section 12.0111(b) states, “Notwithstanding other law, the department shall charge a fee for issuing or renewing a license that is in an amount designed to allow the department to recover from its license holders all of the department’s direct and indirect costs in administering and enforcing the applicable licensing program”. 
For several years, the Sex Offender Treatment Provider licensing program’s expenses have exceeded its revenues.  This issue has been raised with the Council on Sex Offender Treatment (Council), and during the Council meeting held in Galveston on February 9, 2008, the Department of State Health Services recommended to the Council the need to increase the sex offender treatment provider fee to recover costs associated with the Council’s sex offender treatment provider regulatory duties.  The current initial fee is $300 and the renewal fee is $200.00.  To balance the cost of the program and fee recovery, as required by HB 2292 and codified in Health and Safety Code Section 12.0111, the “new” initial fee will be $350 and renewal fee will be $350.00 biennially, effective June12, 2008.  

While this may appear to be a substantial increase, please note that the licensed sex offender treatment provider fees have remained the same for the last 10 years.  If this fee increase had been spread out over 10 years, it would have been a minimal 3.4% increase per year.  Even so, the Council is concerned that an increase in cost could lead to a decrease in the number of licensed providers.  The Council will continue to review funding issues and will keep all stakeholders apprised of any new developments.  Thank you for your ongoing support of the Council’s sex offender treatment provider licensing program as we strive to meet providers’ needs and ensure that we have met Legislative requirements. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Walter Meyer III, MD

Chairperson

Council on Sex Offender Treatment
