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Council on Sex Offender Treatment
1100 West 49th Street ( Austin, Texas 78756-3183

(512) 834-4530         (512) 834-6677 - FAX
CHAIR:

Walter J. Meyer, III, MD

MEMBERS:

Liles Arnold, LPC

Kristy M. Carr

Richard Mack, LMFT

Maria T. Molett

MA, LPC, LMFT

David Swinson, Jr.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:

Kelly Page

The Council on Sex Offender Treatment, (Council) and Interagency Advisory Committee (IAC) met at 1:41 p.m. on November 30, 1999 at the Texas Department of Health, The Exchange Building, 8407 Wall Street, Suite S-402, Austin, TX 78754.

I.
Convene, Walter Meyer
Meeting called to order at 1:41 pm

Council Members present:
Walter J. Meyer, III, MD

Maria Molett

Liles Arnold


Richard Mack


Interagency Advisory Committee (IAC)
Janet Latham

Marsha Stone


Estella Guillen

Pat Logterman

Cecelia McKenzie for Grace Davis
Judy Johnson

Michael D. Maples

Wesley Shackelford




TDH Staff present:
Kelly Page


David Richards






Emily M. Mathers


Debbie Peterson





Public present:
Melinda Bozarth

Rebecca F. Herrom

Kim Willoughby



I. Approval of Meeting Minutes from September 3 and 17, 1999.
Liles Arnold motioned and Maria Molett seconded for approval of the minutes from the September 3, 1999, meeting.  Minutes were approved unanimously.

Liles Arnold  motioned and Richard Mack seconded for approval of the minutes from the September 17, 1999, meeting.   Minutes were approved unanimously with the following changes made.   Estella Guillen asked if there were motions for the nomination of election of the IAC chairperson motion on approval of Glen Kercher as Chair.  Minutes will be revised to reflect motions.

IV.
Division Director(s Report.
Debbie Peterson announced the following:

She presented and reviewed a handout regarding the Council on Sex Offender Treatment (CSOT) and Civil Commitment (CC) budget.  She will present a full quarter budget information sheet at the February meeting.  
V.
Executive Director(s Report.

Kelly Page asked Melinda Bozarth to explain the recent CC hearing delay.  Melinda Bozarth stated that the prison prosecution unit filed two petitions  to civilly commit two offenders.   The trials were set for the week of  December 6 and the week of December 13.  Melinda reported that the prison prosecution unit advised her that the trials would be continued, due to the defense attorneys motion for continuance the trials are now set for June.   Melinda stated that the two offenders will be released, but will register with Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS).  They are scheduled for release on January 3 and 4, 2000.  She also reported that the Multidisciplinary Team had met and have reviewed 160 cases which included sex offenders that are to be released between January 1, 2000 and June 30, 2000.  As of today(s date, out of 160 cases, 37 cases have been referred for assessment.   
Kelly Page handed-out a copy of an article from the ( Offender Programs Report(  newsletter.  She stated that Texas is mentioned in the article about the outpatient civil commitment program.  Kelly gave an update on the public hearing that took place in Dallas, TX on November 4, 1999.  She stated that  the meeting went smoothly and that there was no public opposition.  She also stated that the public hearing scheduled for El Paso was canceled, due to public opposition.

Kelly Page reported that Dr. Meyer met and spoke with Richard B. Bays, Associate Commissioner and Jim Zukowski, Acting Bureau Chief.  An  agreement was made that the council would educate the public about civil commitment.  There was discussion about sending a letter to the local newspapers for Houston, La Villa, El Paso, and Beaumont (facilities that have a current contact with TDCJ).  **NOTE** Doug McBride, public information officer with TDH drafted a letter which was approved by the Council, with slight modifications.

Kelly announced that Dr. Meyer will make a presentation to the Board of Health on January 13,  2000 to educate them on civil commitment.  

Kelly updated members with renewal progress.  She reported that the renewal applicants numbers have gone down, because of the fingerprint process.   Out of the 312 registrants, a total of 274 have completed the renewal process.  There are 38 applicants who have no action.  

There was discussion  on how to increase revenue for the council.  Suggestions were made.  Maria Molett reminded the council that she and Liles Arnold are willing to conduct workshops throughout the state to produce revenue.  A retreat was suggested to discuss training and other issues.  Kelly will research retreat locations  and will share the information at the February 2000 meeting.  There was also discussion about certification status.  This will also be researched.  Dr. Meyer suggested that it be a future agenda item.

 
Kelly announced Brigitte Davis  as CSOT(s new Administrative Technician II.  She also announced that the Disciplinary Action is now on the Internet and handed-out a page showing disciplinary action.

VI.
Discussion and possible action regarding the civil commitment case manager responsibility guidelines.
Kelly advised the council that they could revise or make suggestions on the guidelines and turn them in to her so that appropriate changes can be made.   The council discussed auditing the case manager, for accuracy.   Dr. Meyer suggested putting accuracy of reports on a list of things the councils needs to consider at such time the report volume gets to a level that requires auditing.   Dr. Meyer suggested that it be put on future agenda.   Maria motioned to table items 6 and 7 until revisions are made.  Liles Arnold seconded.  All were in favor unanimously.

VII.
Discussion and possible action regarding the civil commitment treatment provider responsibility guidelines.
Tabled

VIII.
Discussion and Possible action regarding responding to comments on proposed rules.
David Richards reported that the council received comments from three individuals on the proposed rules.  Comments were addressed and included in handout that was passed out.  Council agreed to adopt comments under item # 8 Maria Molett motioned for approval. Richard Mack seconded.  All were in favor of the modified changes.

IX.
Discussion and Possible action regarding the adoption of rules for the Health and Safety Code, Article 4, Title 11, Chapter (841.141.Rulemaking Authority.
David Richards reported that the council received comments from three individuals on the proposed rules.  Comments were addressed and included in a handout which was passed out.  Council agreed to adopt comments under item # 8, Maria Molett motioned for approval. Richard Mack seconded.  All were in favor of the modified changes.

X.
Discussion and Possible action regarding contracts for case mangers for civilly committed individuals.
Liles Arnold, Chairperson for Task Force reported that the Task Force had met earlier in the  day.  He reported that they reviewed six applications  for treatment provider in the civil commitment program, and three applications were reviewed for case manager for civil commitment.  He reported that the committee will be conducting a recorded telephone interview on December 10 and 13, 1999.  A questionnaire will be sent to each of the individual to clarify issues that are relevant to their application.   The committee will then be given a copy of the recorded phone interview and copy of the questionnaire.  The committee will then submit their recommendation to Kelly Page by December 20, 1999.  The Council voted to accept the recommendations of the Task Force for the case manager and treatment provider positions.  Liles Arnold motioned, Maria Molett seconded.

XI.
Discussion and Possible action regarding contracts for treatment providers for civilly committed individuals.
See item 10 notes.

Kelly Page requested that Estella Guillen be a member of the Task Force when the revisions for treatment providers  and case mangers are being developed.  Estella agreed.

XII.
Discussion and possible action regarding the adoption of a policy relating to the participation by a council member(s) in public forums where council related issues are to be discussed.

Richard Mack reported that a sex offender was recently assaulted in the Lubbock area. He requested that the Council  adopt  a policy relating to the participation of a council member(s) in public forums where council related issues.  Richard Mack suggested that the council work on future white papers regarding hot topics, ie: sex offender registration.  Dr. Meyers stated that if any media is wanting a council response that the media should submit their question in writing to him and he will respond.  If Dr. Meyer is not available, Liles Arnold will be available.  The Council voted that media questions will  go thru Dr. Meyer.    Liles Arnold motioned and Maria Molett seconded.  All were in favor unanimously.

XIII.
Discussion and Possible action on appointing an alternate council member to the Texas Department of Criminal Justice (TDCJ) civil commitment multidisciplinary team.
Maria Molett handed-out her report  and Melinda Bozarth(s report.  The handout was reviewed.  She reported that the multidisciplinary team had reviewed cases from January thru June.  Liles Arnold nominated Dr. Meyer to be alternate council member, Maria Molett seconded.  All were in favor.

XIV.
Other Matters Not Requiring Board Action.

Discussion and revision on the letter that drafted regarding educating the public about civil commitment.  Discussion on conducting press conference where IAC members be present.  

XV.
Public Comment.

There was no public comment.
XVI.
Presentation of Future Agenda Items.
Board member retreat and develop white papers on registrations laws.

XVII.
Discussion of Future Meeting Dates.
The CSOT Application Review Committee is scheduled to meet at 9:30 a.m.  December 22, 1999.

The next Council, IAC and CIC meeting date is schedule for February 20, 2000 in Addison.
XVIII.
Adjournment.
Liles Arnold motioned for adjournment Meeting was adjourned at 4:20 p.m. 
