
Dyslexia Therapist & Dyslexia 
Practitioner Licensing Program  

Licensure requirements, the 
application process, renewals, and 
frequently asked questions  



Why would someone choose to be 
licensed? 
 

 To be identified as a dyslexia remediation 
professional who has met the minimum standards 
set forth by the state of Texas 

 

 To maintain and upgrade skills and knowledge by 
taking the required continuing education hours to 
further foster high quality services  

 

 To increase public confidence in the dyslexia 
remediation profession by being regulated by the 
state of Texas 
 

 To act as a resource for those with questions 
regarding dyslexia  

 



What are the requirements for 
licensure?                              

 Licensed Dyslexia Therapists 
 -A master’s degree (or a more advanced degree) 

 -Successful completion of an IMSLEC accredited     
training program that includes, at a minimum:  

 200 contact hours of coursework 
 700 hours of supervised clinical experience 
 10 demonstration lessons  

 -Successful completion of the Alliance National 
Registration Examination for Multisensory Structured 
Language Education Therapist Level administered 
by ALTA  

 



What are the requirements for 
licensure? 

 Licensed Dyslexia Practitioners 
 -A bachelor’s degree (or a more advanced degree) 

 -Successful completion of an IMSLEC accredited     
training program that includes, at a minimum:  

 45 contact hours of coursework 
 60 hours of supervised clinical experience 
 5 demonstration lessons  

 -Successful completion of the Alliance National 
Registration Examination for Multisensory Structured 
Language Education Associate / Teaching Level 
administered by ALTA  



Where can I find an application? 
 www.dshs.state.tx.us/dyslexia 

 



What information do I put on the 
application?  

 Name, address, social security number, phone 
number, etc. 

 

 Check the correct line next to the type of license 
for which you are applying.  



What do I include on question #7? 

 Check “YES” if you hold any type of professional 
license, certificate, registration, or permit issued by 
the state of Texas or any other state (i.e. certified 
teacher, speech therapist, licensed social worker, 
etc.)  



What do I send in as sufficient proof 
of meeting these requirements?  
 All applicants must submit an original transcript 

showing the highest degree earned 
 If you are a current member of ALTA, send in a 

photocopy of your current ALTA card or certificate. It 
is not necessary to send in your training program 
certificates or proof of passing the required exam.  

 If you are not a current member of ALTA, you must 
send in photocopied certificates from your training 
program showing the number of completed 
coursework hours, supervised clinical experience 
hours, and number of demonstration lessons. You 
must also submit proof of passing the required 
exam.  



How do I renew my license? 

o It is the responsibility of the 
licensee to renew his/her license! 

o Renewal notices will be sent out 
approximately 30 days prior to 
expiration 

o Fill out the form and mail them back  
o Failure to receive notice does NOT 

excuse a licensee from late fees 
 

 



Renewal Form 



What do I do if I am “selected for audit”? 



What do I do if I am “selected for 
audit”? 

 You must send in proof of 
completion of the required 
continuing education hours 

 Sufficient proof includes 
photocopies of the continuing 
education certificates that clearly 
show the number of completed 
continuing education hours 



Frequently Asked Questions 

 Can I become a dyslexia therapist if I hold 
a bachelor’s degree, not a master’s degree? 

• No. In order to be licensed as a dyslexia 
therapist holding a bachelor’s degree, the 
law required a person to complete the 
training and examination requirements by 
November 30, 2012 and postmark a license 
application by December 31, 2012.  This 
option is no longer available.  

 
 

 How much does it cost to be licensed? 
• $161 for 2 years 
 

 



Frequently Asked Questions 
 How many continuing education hours are 

required? 
• 20 hours in 2 years; if you are ALTA 

certified, you may use the same 
continuing education hours.  
 

 Are the licensed dyslexia therapist and 
licensed dyslexia practitioner national 
licenses?  

• No 



Contact Information 
Mail the application, attachments, and 

licensing fee to: 
Dyslexia Licensing Program 

Texas Department of State Health Services 

P.O. Box 149347 

Mail Code 2003 

Austin, TX 78714-9347 
 

Phone:  (512) 834-4515 

Fax: (512) 834-6677 

dyslexia@dshs.state.tx.us 

www.dshs.state.tx.us/dyslexia 

 

 



Additional Resources   

 IMSLEC – The International Multisensory 
 Structure Language Education Council  

   www.imslec.org 
 

 ALTA – Academic Language Therapy 
 Association 

   www.altaread.org 
 

 TEA - Texas Education Agency 
   www.tea.state.tx.us 
 
 
 
 

DSHS Publication # 02-13580 

Rev. 2/11 


	Dyslexia Therapist & Dyslexia Practitioner Licensing Program 
	Why would someone choose to be licensed?
	What are the requirements for licensure?                             
	What are the requirements for licensure?
	Where can I find an application?
	What information do I put on the application? 
	What do I include on question #7?
	What do I send in as sufficient proof of meeting these requirements? 
	How do I renew my license?
	Renewal Form
	What do I do if I am “selected for audit”?
	What do I do if I am “selected for audit”?
	Frequently Asked Questions
	Frequently Asked Questions
	Contact Information
	Additional Resources  

