COALITION INFORMATION FORM
This form is used to collect information on community health activities in East Texas.  By using this form, community health coalitions can provide information on activities which may be posted on the East Texas Community Health Needs Assessment Initiative website (www.dshs.state.tx.us/easttexas).  To submit information on your coalition’s activities, please complete this form and email it to Martha Light (martha.light@dshs.state.tx.us) at the Texas Department of State Health Services.

	Name of County:    Red River County                       Name of Coalition: Gatekeepers Coalition
Name of Person Completing Form: Tamara Green
Phone:  (903) 427-8366     Email:  tamaragrecountryhomecareinc.com      Date: 2/19/09

	

	Priorities (For example, one or two issues the coalition is focusing on)
1. Reducing the number of preventable pneumonia cases in Red River County.
2. Reducing the number of teens using drugs and alcohol in Red River County.



	

	Meetings (For example, summary information from the most recent coalition meeting)

The meeting was called to order by Dr. Helen Miner at 10:00a.m.  It was decided to once again to combine the adult and juvenile portions of the meeting, as the topics to be addressed (substance abuse prevention, group name and website) required input from both groups.  Barbara gave a short update re: scheduling of one additional vaccination clinic for flu and pneumonia.  This was not accomplished in January, as Barbara was out of the office for a time, and so was Tamara Green- who has assisted in past with advertising, etc.  Barbara states that she has continued to give both vaccines at the Health Dept., but still has vaccine on hand that does not need to be wasted.  Barbara felt that it might be good just to do another public service announcement “push” to let people know that it is not too late to get vaccinated.  Tamara Green agreed to contact local newspaper to have as placed. 

There was no special presentation at today’s group- however, agenda was to plan for next campaign/ make plans as to how group best felt that they could address the ETCHNA identified problem of drug and alcohol abuse.  This is a very large scale problem in our area, with lack of funding being identified as main problem, so group decided that they needed to start very small- with local projects in an attempt to scratch the surface.  April Larvin suggested that the group attempt to put together a “project graduation” aimed at curbing the use of drugs and alcohol abuse on the night of graduation, by providing them with a safe place to come, where no alcohol would be present.  Camey Limbock from Clarksville ISD reports that there was an attempt approximately 5 years ago to hold such an event.  Project was put together by senior parents- but never gained momentum, and no mention had been made of anything similar since that time.  School counselors agree that such a project would be helpful- but state that the lack of parental support and involvement grows every year and they are concerned that without the parental involvement – project might fall flat.   Group decided that before further action could be taken- proposal would need to be made to Clarksville High Principal, Mr. Vaughn.   Dr. Miner agreed to contact Mr. Vaughn next week and discuss possibility.  If principal was in agreement with plan- Dr. Miner would put together a brief survey to give senior classmen re: their interest in such a project and to see if any of the clubs, such as interact would be interested in helping to sponsor the event.    Plan would be to start in Clarksville and then expand to other districts in county as able.  It was noted that Rivercrest does have a successful project graduation in place, and could possibly be a model for the rest of the county.  April Larvin agreed to contact Paris school districts to see how their programs are set up – as they have been running very successfully for at least past 5 years.  Will follow up on this item at next month’s meeting. 

Second order of business was to discuss need for website information and naming of group.  Group discussed that Red River County had long been noted as the gateway to Texas and as such, Camey Limbock proposed name of “Gatekeepers.” Group responded very well to this suggestion and unanimously agreed to accept the name of “Gatekeepers Coalition- Opening Up New Opportunities for Red River County.” Barbara Ward suggested that we request a small information blurb on our new webpage about Red River County being known at the Gateway to Texas, in order to explain our name. Tamara will send that information to Drue Evans along with template. Rest of information for website was reviewed but was fairly standard, as to recent health campaigns and contact info for those involved.  School did want to include the new backpack nutrition campaign that they are starting in current initiatives, along with vaccines and drug/alcohol prevention info.  Links to be added to bottom of template will include, among others,  Clarksville ISD, and Country Home Care Inc, ETMC,  as well as local government offices.   Meeting adjourned at 11:00 a.m.



	

	Calendar (For example, dates, times and locations of the coalition meetings)

All coalition meetings are held at city hall unless otherwise noted. 

3/13/09 – Sr. Meeting at 10 am
                Juvenile @ 11 am



	

	News (For example, news the coalition would like to share)
Clarksville ISD has recently launched “Back Pack Food Club” to enhance nutrition of local students.


	

	Contact(s) (For example, name, phone/email of individual who can provide coalition information)


	

	Links (For example, names and website addresses of organizations participating in the coalition)

www.clarksvilleisd.net; www.countryhomecareinc.com; www.red-river.net



If you have questions about this form, please contact Martha Light at (903)533-5275.






Coalition Information Form     (12/17/08)


