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Level Effective Date

Revoked EMT-55 p2-01-88
revoked ECA 1-22-B8
Revoked Paramedic 01-22-88
Revoked paramedic 02 -23-88

Revoked EMT 01-27-B8
Revoked EMT 01-22-88
—
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Texas EMS Messenger is launched as a newsletter in 1975, then

takes a three-year break until it starts up again in 1978. However,

DT 56
no record of the Messenger exists in the files until 1986, when EMS U'{ [mr:";_;r by
Messenger covered ... EMS Week in September of 1986, including i "fifr}‘ I .
the first Texas EMS Conference, which drew 194 attendees and 15 - I

vendors ... EMS Messenger cost $15 for a four-year subscription ... new
“automatic” defibrillators were coming onto the scene, accompanied by

a call for a new EMT-D (Defibrillation) certification ... EMS Messenger
predicted the defibrillator was the first of many new technological

developments to come ... Texas EMS Advisory Council, made up of 18

writer to the Messenger advocated a simple way to carry the “newest
equipment”—gloves—in a clean snuff can for easy access ... there

were 37,895 certified personnel in 1987, and the numbers were still ——— e Statoi. r .
written by hand into a ledger ... a new Messenger logo debuted in June o B e St T AN C'o,,ﬁ.n._,,:,”h

of that year ... in 1987, more than half of Texas EMS providers were

volunteer, but the number of funeral homes running EMS had dropped
to 37 from 364 in 1975 ... 447 people attended the second Texas EMS
Conference ... in 1988, Texas EMS Messenger covered the rescue of
Jessica McClure from a well in Midland ... and ran the first disciplinary
actions, listing six people ... Bureau Chief Gene Weatherall again
squashed the rumor that TDH was getting rid of the ECA certification
(never was true and still not true) ... the 1988 Texas EMS Conference
in September was held in Austin and included an EMS talent show ...
no record on how many participated in the talent show, but there were

609 attendees and 45 vendors ...
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iles adopted February 27

Texas EMS Messenger covered ... in 1989, there were nearly 40,000
EMS personnel in the EMS Registry, including 9891 ECAs, 20,643 EMTs,
1743 EMT-Special Skills (now EMT-I), and 5442 EMT-Paramedics ...
the first EMS database for collecting EMS data, called TEXEMS, is in
development ... a Messenger subscription cost increases to $15 for rwo
years ... TDH asks for help in designing an EMS memorial to be installed
in Austin at TDH’s main building ... how one volunteer EMS in West
Texas covered its costs by running (legal) bingo games three nights a week
... the Texas Trauma System is created by the Legislature, and Kathy
Perkins (now Assistant Commissioner for Regulatory Programs) is hired

to develop it from scratch ... 13 members are appointed to the Texas
Trauma Advisory Committee to help develop the trauma system ... in
1990, Texas EMS Hall of Fame is established ... paramedic accreditation
is mentioned as an opportunity to advance EMS professionalism ... TDH
asked applicants to use black ink on their applications because it was more
readable when microfilmed for archiving ... Ready Teddy debuts in the
coloring book and in the form of a suit ... in 1991, Operation Desert
Shield became Operation Desert Storm, and the Messenger asked EMS
providers to attach a yellow ribbon to their units ... Regional Critical
Incident Debriefing teams are formed ... Ready Teddy meets Governor
Ann Richards when she signs a proclamation for EMS Week ... paramedic
accreditation is recommended and there are plans to have it in place by
1996 for programs in counties with populations over 20,000 ... EMS

responds to a mass shooting at the Luby’s in Killeen, bringing the nation’s

_ attention to emergency response ... Texas EMS Conference moves to the
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CE article: Shock by any other name... Earn 1.5 hours of CE. Page

1995-1997

e Games Texas EMS Magazine reports ... in 1995, there are ten designated trauma

From “""-‘.""_
Olymplcs

{0 the

facilities as the new year begins ... the Texas EMS electronic “bulletin board”
is going strong and is available for anyone with a computer and a modem ...

3 ',: @ Disciplinary Actions is up to three pages and lists 87 personnel out of the 46,500
{ | certified ... all areas of the state now have a Trauma Regional Advisory Council,
ik ~ although some are more active than others ... first responders flock to Oklahoma
& City in April to do search and rescue on the bombed Alfred P. Murrah Federal

attecl ||:r-~.ul'-|x ;

) 1% rales
PNEYY Ehia TU B :u,--.i‘||||"-‘l‘-~

roonrdinatons, th

Building ... the Local Projects grant application is a one-page form, filled out by
hand, and published in Texas EMS Magazine ... the Legislature gives $3 million
for the biennium for Local Projects Grants ... a new technology for locating a
B scene called GPS is gaining popularity ... the Emergency Health Care Advisory

P [0 J ¢ c" A‘pha Committee (EHCAC) is created ... Texas EMS Conference uses 80,000 square feet

e fhe EMS 7l : of exhibit space at the Fort Worth Convention Center ... in 1996, the first meeting
. ol s o of EHCAC takes place in February ... an EMS license plate is first mentioned as
a possibility (but it will be several years before it exists) ... a few EMS providers
and hospitals send in data to the Trauma Registry via special software and a modem
... the TDH ambulance provides medical support to the Olympic Torch entourage
as it makes its way across Texas ... EMS rules are changed to allow applicants to
submit certification documents prior to taking the exam to speed up the process
... 1n 1997, Texas EMS Magazine begins listing all the EMS personnel who have
not completed continuing education reports, which are due every two years ... for
the first time, the Texas Legislature provides funding for EMS and trauma from a
statewide source—surplus funds from the “9-1-1” commission ... a new level of
EMS personnel, licensed paramedic, is created in statute ... and an EF-5 tornado
in Jarrell obliterates an entire subdivision, bringing first responders from several
counties to the scene.
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Texas EMS Magazine reports ... in 1998, the magazine runs its first- -
ever salary survey for EMS professionals—of the 116 who completed the

survey, approximately 70 percent made less than 30K per year, and another

ten percent were unpaid volunteers ... Project Alpha, a proposal to completely )
rewrite and restructure EMS rules, is unveiled to heated resistance and is s pontire ¢ o
eventually dropped ... on the growing field of distance learning by using
technology ... State EMS Director Pam West leaves to take a job in California
... licensed paramedic rules are finalized with a gradual phasing-in of the
education requirements over several years ... in 1999, Jim Arnold steps in

as the new state EMS director ... Texas Legislature creates a new advisory
group, the Governor’s EMS and Trauma Advisory Council, and specifies its
membership in statute ... Texas’ settlement with tobacco companies allows
lawmakers to create a $100 million endowment for EMS and trauma, which
will benefit from the interest on that money ... Rescuers respond to the bonfire
collapse at Texas A&M in November, which killed 12 and injured 27 ... Long-
time bureau chief Gene Weatherall retires to his home state of Arkansas after
14 years at TDH and a total of 27 years in EMS ... in 2000, Local Projects
grants award $1.92 million for 219 projects ... GETAC meets for the first

time in January and Ed Racht, MD, is named chair ... there are 2,243 licensed
paramedics as of February, out of a total 42,748 EMS personnel ... in March, ot o

GETAC establishes six committees: EMS, Education, Injury Prevention and
Education, Medical Directors, Pediatric and Trauma ... Kathy Perkins takes
over as bureau chief ... and GETAC begins working on five options for
recertification that include testing, continuing education, National Registry
certification, completion of a refresher course or an in-house recertification

program for EMS providers who meet certain criteria.
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Texas EMS Magazine reported ... in 2001, Out-of-Hospital Do-Not-
Resuscitate forms, bracelets and necklaces no longer need a red logo to be
valid ... GETAC votes to recommend the Board of Health adopt the new -
certification rule with five options for EMS recertification ... Disciplinary
Actions takes up five pages in the magazine, still represents only about one
percent of the total number of EMS personnel ... lawmakers direct TDH to
set aside funding for grants to provide free ECA classes ... TDH publishes a
Request for Proposal (RFP) for a new contractor to develop and administer
exams following a series of problems with the exams coupled with state budget
cuts—the National Registry for EMTs is the only proposal received ... the
legislature directs GETAC to develop a strategic plan for EMS and trauma ...
Tropical Storm Allison floods Houston and Texas Medical Center—SETRAC
helps coordinate a regional response ... 62 members of Texas Task Force 1
respond to the devastating attack on the World Trade Center, providing search
and rescue in the weeks after September 11 ... in October, TX-1 DMAT travels
to New York to provide medical support to responders working at Ground Zero

.. in 2002, NREMT begins providing EMT exams for Texas, with paramedic
exams to follow a few months later ... Texas EMS Conference exhibit space
grows to 132,000 square feet ... the number of EMS personnel in Texas rose
from 32,324 in 1984 to 48,863 in March of 2002, including 5032 licensed
paramedics ... Gene Weatherall passed away at his home in Arkansas at age

58 from cancer complications ... TDH budget cuts force the magazine to stop
sending free issues to EMS providers ... the Gene Weatherall Memorial EMS
Reunion and Chili Cook-off (aka EMStock) debuts in a pasture in Midlothian

.. in 2003, HB3588 and SB1131 bring money to EMS and trauma systems
through fees added to traffic violations ... HB2292 reorganizes 12 state agencies
into four agencies under the Health and Human Services Commission, leading
to a major reshuffling of EMS and trauma programs ... State EMS Director Jim
Arnold retires ... and Hurricane Claudette hits Calhoun County and rips through

Victoria.
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Texas EMS Magazine reported ... in 2004, TDH begins online renewals for
EMS certifications and statute requires the agency to charge a fee to every applicant
to cover the costs of developing and running the online applications ... NREMT,
which administers tests for Texas, votes to pursue computerized testing beginning in
2007 ... specialty license plates for EMS personnel debut ... as of August, there are
51,697 EMS personnel, including 5622 licensed paramedics ... in September, the
Texas Department of Health becomes Department of State Health Services with the
massive reorganization of health and human services agencies ... the functions of the
Bureau of Emergency Management are split into four separate units with one office
to coordinate it—the Office of EMS and Trauma Systems Coordination (OEMS/
TS) ... Terry Bavousett becomes state EMS director ... DSHS begins criminal
background checks on every new applicant ... Steve Janda takes over as director
of OEMS/TS when Kathy Perkins is promoted to Health Care Quality section
director ... OEMS/TS makes the first disbursement out of the Designated Trauma
Facilities and EMS Account (HB 3588 funds) ... new patches with DSHS instead of
TDH debut ... in 2005, legislators pass a law directing GETAC to appoint a stroke
committee ... with that, GETAC has eight committees: Air Medical, Education,

EMS, Injury Prevention, Medical Directors, Pediatric, Trauma and Stroke ... lead out

Getting the
Hurricane Katrina slams into the Louisiana coast in August, followed by Hurricane ey o
Rita three weeks later ... Texas emergency responders and RACs respond to the
aftermath of both storms and the experience provides valuable lessons for future
responses ... in 2006, DSHS works with FEMA to get EMS providers reimbursed,
even though there were no agreements in place at the time of the hurricanes ... oo oo

it’s the final year to take an EMS exam using pencil and paper ... NREMT signs
a contract with Pearson VUE to administer EMS exams on computers ... DSHS

encourages EMS providers to sign an MOA for hurricane response to speed up ~ "
. -’r "

response and payments ... Terry Bavousett leaves his position as state EMS ';-‘:kf«"»'/j—/
director and Maxie Bishop steps in ... DSHS begins publishing NR passing rates of

education programs ... EMS pioneer Babe Aycock dies in November at age 91 ...
and Kathy Perkins is named assistant commissioner for Regulatory Services, where

she oversees regulatory programs as diverse as alligator meat, tattoos and EMS.
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2007-2009

Texas EMS Magazine reports ... in 2007, NREMT begins computerized
testing for all EMS exams in Texas on January 1 ... David Lakey, MD, is named
DSHS commissioner and Renee Clack takes over as Health Care Quality Section
director ... DSHS begins data migration for a new computer system that will merge
all regulatory licenses into one system ... by June, 161 EMS providers have signed
MOAs for state disaster response ... 98 projects are approved for Local Projects,
including the purchase of 28 ambulances ... GETAC and DSHS staff continue
to work on Comprehensive Clinical Management Program, the fifth option for
recertification ... legislators appropriate about $50 million per year from HB 3588
funds ... an exploding water main under the DSHS Regulatory Division shuts down
the entire building for three weeks, including phones and servers with certification
data ... EMS and other regulatory programs set up temporary offices at the DSHS
main campus and at the regional offices ... the building is not fully restored for nine
months ... Hurricanes Dean and Humberto give Texas a realistic dress rehearsal
for a more devastating hurricane, but Dean does cause cancellation of the August
GETAC meetings ... in 2008, Steve Janda leaves the OEMS/TS and Jane Guerrero
takes the helm as unit director ... Ed Racht resigns as GETAC chair when he takes a
job in Georgia ... state response to the Yearning for Zion raid in El Dorado triggers
activation of disaster MOAs for ambulances to be part of a bus convoy that takes
children to foster homes ... Hurricane Dolly and Tropical Storm Edouard threaten,
but powerful Hurricane Ike makes a direct hit on Galveston Island, wiping out some
EMS providers’ facilities ... former state EMS director Jim Arnold passes away in
December ... the state is home to 54,592 EMS personnel, including 5624 licensed
paramedics ... in 2009, GETAC meetings were cancelled in May due to HIN1
flu pandemic response ... EMS/Trauma Registry staff begins holding meetings
with stakeholders to figure out how to fix the system ... and DSHS begins stroke

designation for hospitals in October ...
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m Fingerprinting now required for initial applicants

| 1 heard fingerprints are now required for |
21 EMS. Should I do the fingerprints or the
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DSHS EMS application first?
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2010-2013

Texas EMS Magazine reports ... in 2010, the deadline for getting
paramedic programs accredited is three years away, giving programs plenty

of notice to work on accreditation ... Vance Riley is appointed chair of

light note

GETAC, and Pete Wolf steps down as interim chair ... DSHS begins requiring
fingerprints from all initial applicants ... the American College of Surgeons
sends a team to survey the Texas EMS/Trauma System ... the ACS team
meets for a week, spending the last three days with stakeholders at GETAC
meetings ... in 2011, the Registry Solution Work Group continues to seek and
implement suggestions for improving the EMS/Trauma Registry ... DSHS
enters a contract in February with a software vendor to begin implementing a
brand new Registry ... Wildfires tear through Texas during a brutal summer
with no rain, but Bastrop get the worst of it—34,000 acres and 1500 homes
are lost, and responders descend upon the area from across Texas and the nation
... in 2012, State EMS Director Maxie Bishop holds a series of Town Hall
meetings around the state ... Texas marks the twentieth anniversary of the Texas
EMS/Trauma System—the first trauma system rules were approved in 1992 ...
a national drug shortage hits Texas EMS providers and Texas EMS Magazine
lists ideas for coping with the problem ... paramedic education accreditation
rule becomes effective in August ... as of October, there are 61,477 EMS
personnel in Texas, including 6196 licensed paramedics ... After a national
search, NREMT names Texan Severo “Tre” Rodriguez as executive director ...
in 2013, accreditation for paramedic education becomes a reality in Texas ... in
March, Maxie Bishop leaves his position as state EMS director for a position at
Texas Division of Emergency Management ... and Joe Schmider, former state

EMS director in Pennsylvannia, steps in as the new state EMS director.
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