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Texas Hazard Communication Act (THCA) Rules Revisions: 
Prior to September 1999 public employers in Texas were required by the THCA to maintain the most recent manufacturer-specific Safety Data Sheets (SDSs) for hazardous chemicals which they use or store.  The THCA’s administrative rules (Title 25 of the Texas Administrative Code (TAC), Section 295.1 – 295.13) were revised effective September 1, 1999, to provide employers with greater flexibility to obtain appropriate SDSs to comply with the requirements of the THCA.  Under these revisions a current substitute SDS can be used in certain cases.

Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labeling of Chemicals (GHS)

The Hazard Communication Standard (HCS) (29 CFR 1910.1200(g)), aligned with the GHS in 2012, requires that the chemical manufacturer, distributor, or importer provide Safety Data Sheets (SDSs) for each hazardous chemical to downstream users to communicate information on these hazards. Safety Data Sheets were formerly called Material Safety Data Sheets, or MSDSs. The information contained in the SDS is largely the same as the MSDS, except now the SDSs are required to be presented in a consistent user-friendly, 16-section format. For more information on Safety Data Sheets, please click here.

As SDSs are received from hazardous chemical manufacturers and distributors, they should replace the Material Safety Data Sheets on file.  Training on both the old MSDSs and the new SDSs should continue throughout the transition period until employers no longer have any of the old MSDSs on site.   

Standards for “Current” Safety Data Sheets: 
Per 25 TAC Section 295.5(a), a “current” SDS is one which contains “the most recent significant hazard information for the hazardous chemical as determined by the chemical’s manufacturer.”  Often chemical manufacturers will update their SDSs without making significant changes to the chemical hazard information.  In these cases, the previous SDS will be considered “current” for regulatory purposes under §295.5(a).

Appropriate Use of Substitute SDSs:
A substitute (non-manufacturer-specific) SDS can be used if it is identical to the manufacturer-specific SDS both in identity and formulation of the hazardous chemical.  The hazardous chemical in question must be consistently prepared or produced by several different manufacturers to established industry standards.  The medical treatment information for exposure to the chemical must be readily available to the medical community.

Substitute SDS Examples:
Motor fuels such as gasoline, diesel, propane, etc.

Automotive fluids such transmission fluid, brake fluid and certain lubricating oils and greases.

Asphalt such as that used in paving and roofing operations.

Liquid household bleach such as Clorox, Purex and certain generic brands that contain the primary ingredient “sodium hypochlorite” in the same concentration.

Questions About SDSs?
If you have questions about SDSs or other requirements of the Texas Hazard Communication Act, please contact the Division for Regulatory Services, Policy, Standards, & Quality Assurance Unit, Environmental Hazards Group, (512) 834-6787, or TXHazComHelp@dshs.state.tx.us.
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