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Origin of the Cascade

• Graphical representation of the HIV Care 
Continuum

• Shows steps from HIV diagnosis, care and 
treatment, through viral suppression

• Annually created using HIV Surveillance 
data, Care Services data, and Electronic Lab 
Reports.



Four Bars of the Cascade

• No. of Diagnosed PLWH

• No. of PLWH with Met Need in 2013

• No. of PLWH with 2 visits or labs 3 to 6 months apart

• No. of PLWH virally suppressed at end of 2013



Texas HIV Treatment Cascade, 2013
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No. of Diagnosed PLWH, 2013
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No. of PLWH with Met Need, 2013
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PLWH with 2 visits or labs 3 to 6 months apart
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PLWH Virally Suppressed, 2013
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Dallas HSDA HIV Treatment Cascade, 2013
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Fort Worth HSDA HIV Treatment Cascade, 
2013
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Texas MSM HIV Treatment Cascade, 2013
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Dallas MSM HIV Treatment Cascade, 2013
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Fort Worth MSM HIV Treatment Cascade, 
2013
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Texas Black HIV Treatment Cascade, 2013
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Dallas Black HIV Treatment Cascade, 2013
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Fort Worth Black HIV Treatment Cascade, 
2013
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HIV Care as Prevention

• Cascade demonstrates gaps in HIV Care 
Continuum

• Barriers to medical care

• Goal is viral suppression for all PLWH



Health Outcomes 

• Individuals

• Communities

• Healthcare System



The End

• Questions?

• Comments?

• Margaret.Vaaler@dshs.state.tx.us


