
Announcing the first ever combined International and Southwest Conference on Diseases in 
Nature Transmissible to Man.  The conference will take place at the El Tropicano Riverwalk 
Hotel, in San Antonio, Texas, August 1st through the 4th, 2006.  The combining of these two great 
organizations promises to make this year’s conference a very special event.   Please mark your 
calendars and plan to attend the conference for updates on some very intriguing diseases.   
 
For more than 60 years these conferences have served as a forum for the presentation of research 
papers, epidemiological data, and other aspects of emerging and current zoonoses.  The conference 
goal is to increase knowledge and awareness of emerging zoonoses within the medical and public 
health communities.  Participants include physicians, physician assistants, nurses, veterinarians, 
epidemiologists, virologists, microbiologists, parasitologists, entomologists, sanitarians, public 
health professionals, wildlife biologists, animal control officers, and others involved in the diagnosis, 
investigation, and prevention and control of infectious diseases.  There will be opportunity for 
discussion of the various topics that are presented.    
 
Session topics for 2006 include: Bacterial and Parasitic Zoonoses; Vectorborne Zoonoses; Rabies 
and other Viral Zoonoses; Topics on Emerging and Reemerging Zoonoses; Pandemic Influenza; Post 
Disaster Operations, Risk Assessment ,and Recovery; and Bioterrorism and Disaster Management.  
The Curriculum Development subcommittee has recruited subject matter experts from across the 
continent to speak at this year’s conference.  
 
Since we are combining two conferences this year, there will be two keynote addresses.  The JV 
Irons address will be given at a luncheon on Wednesday, August 2nd, and the RR Parker address will 
be given at a banquet on Thursday evening, August 3rd.  The cost of both of these events is included 
with purchase of full registration.  This year’s keynote speakers are: 
 
JV Irons’ address:  Dr. Gregory Gray, MD, MPH, Professor, Department of 
Epidemiology, Director, Center for Emerging Infectious Diseases, College of 
Public Health University of Iowa..  Greg Gray serves as a member of the Armed 
Forces Epidemiological Board and is a fellow of the Infectious Diseases Society 
of America. His research interests include, the epidemiology of viral respiratory 
infections, zoonotic infections, rapid diagnostics, vaccine trials, and tropical 
infectious diseases. He has conducted epidemiological studies of emerging 
pathogens and tropical infectious diseases in the United States, as well as in 
remote areas of South America, Africa, and the Middle East. Dr. Gray’s 
presentation is titled, “The Potential for Animal to Human Transmission: 
Science vs Speculation” 
 
 
RR Parker address:   Dr. Kenneth Gage, PhD, Chief of the Vector Ecology and Control 
Laboratory, Division of Vector-Borne Infectious Disease, Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, Fort Collins, Colorado.  Dr. Gage’s presentation is  titled, “An Ancient Scourge in the 
21st Century: Plague as a Reemerging Disease and Bioterrorist Threat” 
 



Increased costs for this year’s conference have required that the registration fee be increased to 
$150.00 (US).  The registration form can be found on the DIN website and as always, on-site 
registration will be available at the conference for an increased fee.   
 
Hotel reservations are the responsibility of the individual attendees.  The El Tropicano Riverwalk 
Hotel has reserved a block of rooms for conference attendees at the current state per diem rate of 
$85.00/day.   To qualify for this rate you must make your reservations prior to Friday, July 7, 2006.  
Be sure to mention the DIN when making your reservations.  Reservations can be made by calling 
the El Tropicano Riverwalk Hotel at (800) 288-3927. 
 
For additional details, contact Jim Schuermann at: Jim.Schuermann@dshs.state.tx.us  
 
This year’s conference coordinators are: 
 
Jim Schuermann (State Coordinator) DSHS 
Dr. John Herbold  (Co-Chair), UTHSC, San Antonio, Southwest Conference 
Dr. William O. Lammers, (Co-Chair) Private Practice, Southwest Conference 
Roger Sanchez, San Antonio Metropolitan Health Distrtict, Southwest Conference 
Dr. Cherise Rohr-Allegrini, San Antonio Metropolitan Health District, Southwest Conference 
LTC Roger Parker, Ft Sam Houston, Southwest Conference 
LTC Kay Burkman, Ft Sam Houston, Southwest Conference 
Dr. Eric Fonken, DSHS, Southwest Conference 
Trudi Nekomoto, DSHS, Southwest Conference 
Dr. Catherine Tull, DSHS, Southwest Conference 
Pam Wilson, DSHS, Southwest Conference 
Dr. Susan Wong, President, International Conference 
Dr. Kevin Fonseca, Vice President, International Conference 
Dr. Harvey Artsorb, Past President, International Conference 
 
 
The conference committee wishes to thank Texas Health Foundation for their support of this 
conference. 
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