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ImmTrac Provider Working Group (IPWG)
Meeting #6 
The Commons Building (#137)

Longhorn Room, #1.130

10100 Burnet Road, Austin, TX

Tuesday, June 5, 2007
10:00 am to 4:00 pm
MEETING SUMMARY
Attendees:

Dan Walters, IPWG Facilitator – Dan Walters Associates, LLC (Austin)

Lisa Swanson, MD (Mesquite)

Melanie Mouzoon, MD (Houston)

Matt Thompson, MHSM – Medical Management Solutions (Austin)

Shelly Withrow, RN – Austin/Travis County Health Department (Austin)

Stephanie Tabone, RN – Texas Nurses Association (Austin)

Jack Sims – DSHS, Immunization Branch Manager (Austin)

Claude Longoria – DSHS, ImmTrac Group Manager (Austin)
Adriana Rhames – DSHS, ImmTrac Program Coordination Team (Austin)
Janie Delgado – DSHS, ImmTrac Program Coordination Team (Austin)
Laura LeBrun – DSHS, ImmTrac Program Coordination Team (Austin)
Welcome:

Mr. Claude Longoria, ImmTrac Group Manager, introduced himself and welcomed participants to the sixth ImmTrac Provider Working Group (IPWG) meeting.  Mr. Dan Walters, facilitator, welcomed the attendees and asked each person to introduce themselves. 
Ms. Adriana Rhames of the ImmTrac Program Coordination Team (PCT) reviewed the summary of the previous meeting and noted that the ImmTrac Group has purchased ad space in the Texas Hospital Association’s Texas Hospitals magazine, and the Texas Academy of Family Physicians’ magazine, Texas Family Physician.  The ad in the March/April issue Texas Hospitals thanked birth registrars for their contribution to the health of Texas children by implementing the ImmTrac newborn consent process.  The ad also referred readers to the ImmTrac website, where ImmTrac Award for Excellence recipients are recognized.  The ad to appear in the July/August issue outlines the ImmTrac newborn consent process available to birth registrars through the Texas Electronic Registrar (TER) system.  Ms. Rhames added that an ad promoting the effective use of ImmTrac appeared in the Texas Family Physician magazine’s April/May/June issue, and participants were informed that ImmTrac’s recent advertisements are posted on the ImmTrac website (0Hwww.ImmTrac.com).
Legislative Update:
Mr. Longoria gave a legislative update and stated the 80th Legislative Session passed two bills relating to ImmTrac.  SB 204 (J. Nelson) will require electronic medical records to offer the functionality for users to import/export immunization information to ImmTrac.  SB 11 (J. Carona) allows DSHS to use the Registry to prepare for a potential or declared public health emergency or disaster.  This bill also allows DSHS to change the consent verification process, allowing a healthcare provider or birth registrar to give affirmation of consent instead of submitting a signed consent form.  Mr. Jack Sims, Immunization Branch Manager, added that public hearings on rules development for these two bills will be held after September 1, 2007, and will offer the opportunity for public comment. 
IPWG High Leverage Actions (HLA):
Mr. Longoria provided a progress update on the top 13 IPWG-identified high leverage actions and stated ImmTrac continues to grow rapidly in all performance measures, including a large increase in active online user sites and the number of immunizations being reported through electronic data import.  An attendee asked if it is known what percentage of immunizations administered are reported to ImmTrac, and Mr. Sims stated the highest county in Texas has 44% of immunizations administered reported to ImmTrac.  Mr. Longoria added that as more providers use and report to ImmTrac, the information in the Registry is more useful to all users.  Mr. Longoria then continued to his progress update on the HLAs. 
Immunization Branch Update:
Mr. Sims presented an Immunization Branch update during the IPWG’s working lunch.  Mr. Sims stated there are 35 legislative bills relating to immunizations and provided details on some of the bills.  Mr. Sims also added that the Immunization Branch had worked with the governor’s office and opponents of the executive order for the HPV vaccine requirement.  The Branch has hired an adult-adolescent immunization coordinator and is developing a customer satisfaction survey on all Immunization Branch services which will be made available in June and July. 

Health Information Technology Advisory Committee (HITAC):
At the IPWG’s request, the ImmTrac Group invited Mr. Stephen Palmer of the Health Information Technology Advisory Committee to present an update on the Committee’s work.  Mr. Stephen Palmer, HITAC Project Director, spoke about HITAC and the vision for health information technology in Texas.  Mr. Palmer stated HITAC met in early 2006 and looked at health information technology work that had been performed at the federal level and in other states.  Mr. Longoria asked what the public reception concerning security and privacy issues is, and Mr. Palmer stated that although opinions are mixed, many people are interested in having their medical information available electronically during a public health emergency or natural disaster.  Mr. Palmer added that consumers are more comfortable with this idea if access is restricted to authorized users or if consumers can “opt-out” from having their medical information included. 
Brainstorm and Open Discussion Sessions:
Mr. Walters next led participants in two brainstorming sessions to discuss the IPWG’s 4th, 6th, and 10th prioritized high leverage actions (HLA).  Discussion was held on the enlisting physician “champions” to promote the Registry (#4) and physician education HLA (#s 6 and 10, combined with #s 11, 12, and 13).  
During the open discussion, one participant suggested abolishing the IPWG if all the objectives and goals have been met.  Another participant stated a more natural end point for the Working Group might be when at least NOTE:   Was this 95% or 85%????????85% of providers are reporting to ImmTrac.  Attendees also made suggestions on the meeting format, moving the meetings to a more convenient location, changing the frequency of meetings, changing the day of the week meetings are held, and the possibility of expanding the Group,. 
Next IPWG Meeting:
Mr. Longoria stated the next IPWG meeting will be held via conference call sometime during the next quarter. 
Closing Comments and Adjourn:

Mr. Longoria thanked the Group for their support and then adjourned the meeting.
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