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M emorandum

TO: Directors, Hedth Service Regions
Immunization Program Managers, Hedlth Service Regions
Directors, Loca Hedth Departments

THRU: Casey S. Blass, Director
Disease Prevention and I ntervention Section

THRU: Jack C. Sims, Manager
Immunization Branch

FROM: Karen Hess, Manager
Vaccine Services Group
DATE: July 1, 2005

SUBJECT: TexasVaccinesfor Children Program: Pneumococca and Hepatitis A Vaccine
Expanson

Governor Rick Perry and the 79" Texas L egis ature have appropriated funds to expand the availability
of pneumococca and hepatitis A vaccines through the Texas Vaccines for Children (TVFC) program.
In addition to this expangon, children attending child-care and pre-kindergarten programs will be
required to be vaccinated againgt invasive pneumococca and hepatitis A diseases. If children do not
have at least the first doses of these vaccines by September 1, 2005, they may be excluded from child-
care and pre-kindergarten program attendance. A copy of the notification sent to child-care facilities
and school digrictsis attached. The TVFC implementation policies and timelines follow.

Hepatitis A Vaccine

Effective August 1, 2005, hepatitis A vaccine will be aroutindy recommended vaccine for dl childrenin
Texas two years through 18 years of age. Beginning with July’ s vaccine orders, providersin al Texas
counties may order the vaccine through the TVFC. During the month of August, specid emphas's
should be given to children who attend child-care or pre-kindergarten programs.

Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccine (PCV7)

Currently, only federa VFC-dligible children may receive PCV7 through the TVFC; underinsured
children must be referred to Federaly Qudified Hedlth Centers (FQHC) or Rurd Hedlth Clinics (RHC)
to receive thisvaccine. Effective August 1, 2005, dl TVFC-digible children who are two months
through fifty-nine months of age and who attend child-care or pre-kindergarten programs may receive
PCV7 from any provider participating in the TVFC and do not need to be referred to a FQHC or
RHC. TVFC physcianswho serve children attending child-care facilities should assess their need and




order PCV7 vaccine on July ordersin
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preparation for the child-care and pre-kindergarten requirements.

Effective September 1, 2005, the digibility system for PCV7 will be amplified and dl

underinsured children statewide who are two months through fifty-nine months of age may begin
receiving PCV7 a any dinic enrolled in the TVFC. Underinsured children will no longer need to be
referred to a FQHC or RHC for this vaccine.

Pneumococcal Polysaccharide Vaccine (PPV23)

The pneumococca polysaccharide (PPV 23) vaccine is available through the TVFC program only for
high-risk children who are two years through 18 years of age. This vaccine comesin five-dose vias and
may be ordered with regular monthly orders using the Biologica Order Form (C-68). High-risk children
indude:

Children with functiond or anatomic asplenia

Chronic illnesses (digbetes mdlitus, CSF legk, or chronic cardiovascular disease, chronic
pulmonary disease excluding asthma).

Immunocompromising conditions (leukemia, lymphoma, Hodgkins disease, multiple myeoma,
malignancies, chronic rend failure, nephrotic syndrome, organ or bone marrow transplant,
immunocompromising medications, or HIV infection).

For dosing and scheduling of PCV7 and PPV 23, please refer to manufacturer package inserts. The
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has aso published recommendations for usage of both
PCV7 and PPV23 for high-risk children. The report is available a the internet address
http:/Aww.cde.gov/immwr/preview/mmwrhitml/00047135.htm.

The Medicad billing code (CPT) for each vaccineis asfollows:
HepatitisA __ 90633.

PCV7 90669.

PPV 23 90732.

For additiond questions regarding Medicaid billing, please contact the Texas Medicaid and Hedth Care
Partnership (TMHP) at (800) 925-9126. If you have questions or need additiond information
regarding the TVFC program, please contact your Hedlth Service Regiona office.

Attachment



