GPS fields in the EMS/Trauma Registry System

The two GPS fields in the EMS data dictionary are listed as required.  The same two fields in the web entry portion of the EMS/Trauma Registry System are intentionally not marked as required.  

The GPS coordinates are listed in the data dictionary as required because GPS is the most useful and precise method for mapping injury locations.  Including the GPS fields in the EMS data dictionary allows for the future growth of technology.

The GPS fields are not marked as required in the web entry portion of the EMS/Trauma Registry System because TDH did not want EMS providers to be highly concerned about their inability to collect GPS information, since many EMS providers still do not have the capability to collect GPS information.  Records are currently not being rejected if GPS coordinates are not provided and the value representing “Unknown” is acceptable when completing the GPS fields. 
The GPS fields will grow in importance in the future when the collection of GPS information becomes a widely-used industry standard.
