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Quick Definitions:

* Critical Field – Data elements that are strong determiners of person, place, time, and event.  A subset of data elements in the data file will be used to determine if two records are duplicates.

* Temporary Evaluation Table – A separate table will house the records that get deleted as duplicates during processing. This table will be used to safe-guard against loss of data (replaced records are being moved to another table and not simply deleted forever).  Please note that only Registry staff will have access to this table.
* Incoming Record – These are records that have just been submitted and are currently being processed by the system.

* Previously Submitted Record – These are records that are already in the database.
Scenario #1:

Incoming record exactly matches a record in the database.  This allows for the deletion of records that have been resent without any changes.

Incoming

	Entity*
	Date of 

Birth*
	Cause of Injury*
	Sex
	Date of Arrival*
	Date of Discharge
	Payer Source

	 123456
	1/1/1950
	800.1
	1
	1/1/2000
	1/3/2000
	1


	

	

	


Previously Submitted

	Entity*
	Date of 

Birth*
	Cause of Injury*
	Sex
	Date of Arrival*
	Date of Discharge
	Payer Source

	  123456
	1/1/1950
	800.1
	1
	1/1/2000
	1/3/2000
	1


*Denotes a critical field (for example use only)

Processing Results to Scenario #1:

The incoming record will be kept in the database.  The previously submitted record will be removed from the database and moved to a temporary evaluation table for consideration.

Scenario #2:

Incoming record has a few discrepancies with a previously submitted record; however all of the critical fields exactly match between the two records.  This allows for records to be replaced.

Incoming

	Entity*
	Date of 

Birth*
	Cause of Injury*
	Sex
	Date of Arrival*
	Date of Discharge
	Payer Source

	 123456
	1/1/1950
	800.1
	1
	1/1/2000
	1/3/2000
	1


	

	

	


Previously Submitted

	Entity*
	Date of 

Birth*
	Cause of Injury*
	Sex
	Date of Arrival*
	Date of Discharge
	Payer Source

	  123456
	1/1/1950
	800.1
	1
	1/1/2000
	1/3/2000
	5


*Denotes a critical field (for example use only)

Processing Results to Scenario #2:

The incoming record will be kept in the database.  The previously submitted record will be removed from the database and moved to a temporary evaluation table for consideration.

Scenario #3:

Incoming record contains updated information for a previously submitted record, but contains less information than the previously submitted record.

Incoming

	Entity*
	Date of 

Birth*
	Cause of Injury*
	Sex
	Date of Arrival*
	Date of Discharge
	Payer Source

	 123456
	1/1/1950
	800.1
	
	1/1/2000
	
	1


	

	

	


Previously Submitted

	Entity*
	Date of 

Birth*
	Cause of Injury*
	Sex
	Date of Arrival*
	Date of Discharge
	Payer Source

	  123456
	1/1/1950
	800.1
	1
	1/1/2000
	1/3/2000
	


*Denotes a critical field (for example use only)

Processing Results to Scenario #3:

The incoming record will be kept in the database.  The previously submitted record will be removed from the database and moved to a temporary evaluation table for consideration.

Potential Problem:

By examining a select few variables when processing records, there is the potential for replacement of a record with a less-complete record.  If the user enters only the data elements being updated, previously submitted records could potentially get replaced with an incoming report that contains less information, thereby losing the information reported in the first record.

Scenario #4:

Incoming record has a few discrepancies with a previously submitted record, including discrepancies in critical fields.  Critical fields are those that strongly identify person, place, time, and event. 

Incoming

	Entity*
	Date of 

Birth*
	Cause of Injury*
	Sex
	Date of Arrival*
	Date of Discharge
	Payer Source

	 123456
	1/1/1950
	800.5
	1
	1/1/2000
	1/3/2000
	1


	

	

	


Previously Submitted

	Entity*
	Date of 

Birth*
	Cause of Injury*
	Sex
	Date of Arrival*
	Date of Discharge
	Payer Source

	  123456
	1/1/1950
	800.1
	1
	1/1/2000
	1/3/2000
	1


*Denotes a critical field (for example use only)

Processing Results to Scenario #4:

The incoming record will be kept in the database, as is the previously submitted record.  Discrepancies occurring in critical fields result in the records to be considered different, so both records get kept in the database. 
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