Vendor Software and Data Dictionary Differences

The EMS/Trauma Registry allows third-party software developers to develop their own graphic user interface, the manner in which data is collected.  In other words, the EMS/Trauma Registry allows third-party software developers to have differently named fields, listed in any order, and use different field values as long as their software is capable of submitting the necessary data to the EMS/Trauma Registry.

The purpose for this flexibility is to allow EMS providers and hospitals a wide variety of products to choose from for submitting their data based on cost, functionality, and available resources.

When third-party software has passed TDH testing, it does the following:

· Collects user data (in any order and format)

· Reformats the data behind-the-scenes to match the data dictionary, if necessary

· Creates a data file, in data dictionary format, that can be sent to the registry

Third-party software often does not match the data dictionary because the function to submit data to the EMS/Trauma Registry is an additional feature to already existing, pre-formatted software.

