Requirements for Licensure as a Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist/Associate in Texas
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	A.  JURISPRUDENCE EXAMINATION

	All applicants for licensure must submit proof of successful completion of the jurisprudence examination at the time of application.  The jurisprudence examination must be completed no more than six months prior to the date of licensure application.


	B.  ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS (for licensure as a LMFTA or LMFT)

	· To be eligible for consideration, an applicant’s academic qualifications must meet one of the three criteria listed in Table 1.  All applicants must provide official transcripts for graduate coursework and degree conferment.  As applicable, the board will check the accreditation status of the applicant’s institution with accrediting organizations recognized by the Council on Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA) and/or the program with the American Association for Marriage and Family Therapy (AAMFT) Commission on Accreditation for Marriage and Family Therapy Education (COAMFTE).  If the applicant disputes the finding from research by the board, the applicant may present documentation confirming the accreditation status of their program during the time attended.

· Applicants presenting academic credentials meeting criteria in categories II and III (see page 3) are subject to further review as noted.
· When it is needed, an applicant must supply supporting documentation regarding their coursework (i.e. content of their academic coursework by presenting course syllabi, outlines, ect.).  All additional information submitted is subject to verification.
· Applicants are encouraged to work with board staff as needed to provide supporting documentation.  Applicants who disagree with staff decisions relative to whether presented documentation meets certain criteria for a license as stated in board rules may appeal to the board’s Licensing Standards Committee.  A request for an appeal must be provided in writing.  A request for an appeal should identify the deficiency identified by staff and state what documented qualifications the applicant has presented that should be considered as having satisfied the deficient criteria or requirement.  The Licensing Standards Committee currently meets quarterly (approximately every three months).  The executive director will schedule requests for appeals that have been received at least 30 days prior to the next scheduled meeting.  An applicant is encourage to attend the meeting and present information to the committee.  The Licensing Standards Committee members will receive and review copies of all relevant documentation in the applicant’s application file.  There is no provision for meeting via teleconference.

· An applicant who received academic training outside of the United States of America must provide their academic transcripts to a professional foreign transcript evaluation service acceptable to the board and instruct the service to send final results of the evaluation directly to the board.
Regarding course equivalency, including the pre-graduation practicum requirement:

    a) Even if an applicant is currently licensed in another jurisdiction as a LMFTA (associate or intern) or has otherwise gained supervised experience that can apply toward the LMFT license in that state, the applicant must fully meet the academic and practicum requirements for Texas.  The applicant may apply qualifying experience toward the LMFT verified by the other jurisdiction’s licensing entity (endorsement) as follows:  for every month of supervised clinical experience verified, one month of credit toward the supervised clinical practicum may be granted.  Months of supervised clinical experience applied toward a deficit in the supervised clinical practicum may not be applied toward the 24 months of supervised clinical experience required for licensure as a LMFT (months may not be used twice).
    b) Even if an applicant is currently licensed in another jurisdiction for less than 5 years as a LMFT, the applicant must fully meet the academic and practicum requirements for Texas.  The applicant may apply independent practice experience as a LMFT toward the practicum deficit as follows:  for every two (2) months of independent practice worked one month credit toward the supervised clinical practicum may be granted.

    c) If an applicant is currently licensed or certified to practice marriage and family therapy without supervision in another state for the past five 5 consecutive years, the academic requirements (including the practicum) will be considered to have been met.  If licensed for any 5 consecutive years, the board may determine that academic requirements have been met.


Table 1
	The following degrees meet the academic requirements for licensure.
	Academic Course Review
	Additional notes

	I.    A master’s degree or doctorate degree in marriage and family therapy from a program accredited by the Commission on Accreditation for Marriage and Family Therapy Education (COAMFTE)
	No Review.  



	

	II.    A master’s degree or doctorate degree in marriage and family therapy from an accredited institution or program (per CHEA), but the program is not accredited by COAMFTE, provided that the practicum is at least 9 credit hours or 12 months.  If the practicum is not at least 9 credit hours or 12 months an applicant may be approved to take the licensing examination and may be issued an associate license upon successfully passing the examination.  Prior to receiving a license as a marriage and family therapist under this section, the applicant shall complete the pre-graduation practicum deficit in addition to the post-graduate supervised experience requirements consistent with the requirements in §801.142; or
	Review transcripts for documentation that demonstrates 9 credit hours or 12 months of a supervised clinical practicum.  An applicant may submit alternate documentation that demonstrates the number of credit hours or months in a supervised clinical practicum (course syllabi, letters from clinical supervisors stating starting and end dates of a supervised clinical practicum, etc.).
	If an applicant has a deficit in the practicum requirement, then the applicant may be approved to examine and may be issued an associate license upon passage of the examination; however, the applicant must make up the deficit in the practicum by completing additional supervised experience (beyond the 24 required months) on a month per month basis.



	III.     Masters or Doctoral degree in a related field from an institution accredited by accrediting organizations recognized by the Council on Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA).  
A related field is described in board rule 801.113(d) and (e) as:    (d)  A degree or course work in a related mental health field must have been a planned course of study designed to train a person to provide direct services to assist individuals, families or couples in a therapeutic relationship in the resolution of cognitive, affective, behavioral or relational dysfunctions within the context of marriage or family systems.

(e)  Examples of degrees in a related mental health field may include but are not limited to counseling, psychology, social work, or family studies with an emphasis on Marriage and Family Therapy.  Degrees in fields other than those listed may be reviewed by an appropriate committee of the board for eligibility toward course equivalency.    
	A degree in a related field is subject to course equivalency (including a 9 credit hour or 12 month practicum), as prescribed in 801.113 and 801.114, unless the program which conferred the degree was accredited by COAMFTE.  
An applicant applying under this category must complete FORM I – Course equivalency review request.
	If an applicant who otherwise has met the academic requirements for licensure has a deficit in the practicum requirement, then the applicant may be approved to examine and may be issued an associate license upon passage of the examination.  However the applicant must make up the deficit in the practicum by completing additional supervised experience (beyond the 24 required months) as follows:  for every month of practicum deficit an addition month of supervised clinical experience will be required before the applicant may be issued a license as a LMFT.  



	


	C.  EXAMINATION REQUIREMENT (for licensure as a LMFTA or LMFT)

	All applicants are required to take the national examination, except as provided in §502.2545.  The board will accept the examination results of a person who is currently licensed as a marriage and family therapist or marriage and family therapist associate (or intern or other equivalent level of licensure) in another jurisdiction by endorsement.  The board will accept the California state examination as meeting the examination requirement, if an applicant is currently licensed based on passage of the California state examination.  


Endorsement--The process whereby the board reviews requirements for licensure completed while under the jurisdiction of a different marriage and family therapy regulatory board from another state. The board may accept, deny or grant partial credit for requirements completed in a different jurisdiction.

	D.  SUPERVISED CLINICAL EXPERIENCE REQUIREMENT (for licensure as a LMFT)

	A person who has met the academic requirements for licensure and has satisfied the examination requirement must accrue supervised clinical experience.  Supervised clinical experience completed in Texas toward licensure as a LMFT must have occurred under certain conditions described below.  If supervised clinical experience toward licensure as a LMFT was accrued in another state, the supervision will be accepted toward the LMFT license in Texas by endorsement.        

Key components of the supervised clinical experience requirements toward licensure as a LMFT in Texas.  
In order to be licensed as a LMFT:
    1.  The supervisee must provide marriage and family therapy services as defined in board rules.
    2.  The supervisee must be licensed as a Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist Associate.

    3.  The supervisee must be working under an approved supervision contract.  The contract format is provided by the board.  

    4.  The supervisor must be a board approved supervisor.  

    5.  The supervision must occur over a minimum of 24 months.  (Supervision must have occurred in each of the 24 months according to rules.)
    6.  Over the minimum of 24 months, the supervisee must have provided a minimum of a minimum of 3,000 hours of marriage and family therapy services.  Of the 3,000 hours of service, at least 1,500 hours must be direct clinical services.  Of the 1,500 hours of direct clinical services, 750 hours must be direct clinical services to couples or families.  Of the 3,000 hours, up to 500 hours may be transferred from a COAMFTE accredited doctoral program.
    7.  The supervisee must accrue at least 200 hours of direct supervision.  
· Up to 100 hours may have occurred during the applicant’s supervised clinical practicum.  Supervision which occurred during a supervised clinical practicum must be documented by the supervisor and verified by the board.

· Of the total 200 hours of direct supervision, at least 100 hours must be individual supervision.

· Of the direct supervision that is accrued post licensure (at least 100 hours, depending on the amount of supervision hours verified from the supervised clinical practicum), at least 50 hours must be individual supervision.




	Is my supervised clinical experience acceptable to the Texas State Board of Examiners of Marriage and Family Therapists?

	Clinical Experience completed in Texas:

	Accepted by the board?
	Comments

	In a post masters program (doctoral program)—no license was required
	Yes, up to 500 hours may be transferred from a COAMFTE accredited doctoral program.  If the doctoral program is not accredited by COAMFTE, clinical experience may not be counted unless the applicant held a license as a LMFTA (and was under a board approved supervision plan)
	

	In a setting as a pastoral counselor who was exempt from licensure as a marriage and family therapist under Occupations Code 502.
	No, not unless the applicant held a license as a LMFTA (and was under a board approved supervision plan)
	If the applicant has obtained the LMFTA and submitted a clinical supervision contract for approval the experience may have counted (depending on whether the plan would have been approved)

	By a supervisor is not a LMFT, but holds another clinical license.  The supervisor may or may not have been approved to be a supervisor by the board issuing the clinical license.
	No, not unless the applicant held a license as a LMFTA (and was under a board approved supervision plan)
	In order for a plan to be approved a supervisor must be board approved or be recognized as a supervisor or supervisor in training by AAMFT.  If a LMFTA does not have access to a supervisor that meets on of the two requirements, then the LMFTA may petition the board

	Clinical Experience completed in another jurisdiction:


	Accepted by the board?
	Comments

	Applicant is currently licensed as a marriage and family therapist in another state for less than five (5) years. 

Note:  If an applicant is licensed as a LMFT in another state for less than 5 consecutive years, the applicant must meet the supervision and supervised experience requirement fully.   
	Yes, by endorsement only.  See comments.
	If the required hours of direct supervision and supervised clinical experience verified in the previous state was less than the current requirements in Texas and all other qualifications have been met, the applicant can be granted an LMFTA.  The LMFTA must make up the deficit in supervision and supervised experience in order to be issued a LMFT license.

	Applicant is currently licensed as a marriage and family therapist in another state and has been licensed for five (5) years or more.
	Yes, by endorsement only.  See comments.  
	Upon verification of licensure for five (5) years or more, the supervision and supervised experience will be considered to have been met.

	Applicant is currently licensed as a LMFT in another state and gained that license with supervision and supervised experience accrued prior to examination and licensure in the other state.
	Yes, by endorsement only.  See comments applicable to previous two types of supervision.
	

	8) Applicant presents experience that was accepted toward another clinical license (not a license as a marriage and family therapist).
	No, the board does not allow experience accrued toward other clinical licenses.
	


	SUPERVISOR REQUIREMENTS

	There are no substantive changes proposed to the requirements to become a board approved supervisor.  The current requirements are:

· LMFT

· Graduate counseling degree from accredited institution (as defined in our definitions)

· Supervisor training (in graduate/doctoral program or 40 hour course)

· 3,000 hours direct client contact over a minimum 3 year period
OR

· AAMFT supervisor or supervisor in training status

NOTE:  Not a substantive change, but reverse the sequence of 801.143 (a)(1) and (a)(2).

	If access to a board approved supervisor (for example in a area where a shortage of approved supervisors exists), the board may approve a supervision contract involving supervision by a person who does not meet the criteria to be approved by the board.  It is the responsibility of the supervisee to provide documentary evidence that the proposed supervisor is otherwise qualified to fulfill the duties and responsibilities of the supervisor role required by the rules of the TSBEMFT.

	A LMFT supervisor is required to complete at least 3 hours of continuing education in professional supervision as part of the 30 hours of continuing education required for renewal of a license.

	A board approved supervisor is responsible for keeping up to date of current rules relating to supervision of a LMFTA toward licensure as a LMFT.  A LMFT board approved supervisor may also supervise a person who is placed on suspension with probation or a person who is granted a license with supervision for a specified period of time as a condition of initial licensure.


	[image: image1.png]«k
I*W TEXAS
Department of
State Health Services




	PRIVACY NOTIFICATION: With few exceptions, you have the right to request and be informed about information that the State of Texas collects about you.  You are entitled to receive and review the information upon request.  You also have the right to ask the state agency to correct any information that is determined to be incorrect.  See http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/ for more information on Privacy Notification. (Reference: Government Code, Section 552.021, 552.023, 559.003 and 559.004).   Paper Publication #:  73-12966  Electronic Publication #: E73-12966        Rev.  7/25/08
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