NEFAZODONE (SERZONE®)
INDICATIONS
	1) Depressive Disorders


PRECAUTIONS TO CONSIDER
	Contraindications
Absolute:
1) History of anaphylactic reaction or similarly severe significant hypersensitivity to the medication prescribed or trazodone.

2) Patients who were withdrawn from nefazodone because of evidence of liver injury.

Relative:
1)
Pregnancy/nursing mothers

Precautions
1) Bipolar disorder in the absence of a mood stabilizer, recovery phase of myocardial infarction, hepatic function impairment, renal failure, diagnosis of a seizure disorder.

2) Active liver disease, elevated baseline serum transaminases.

Pregnancy and Breast-Feeding
See relative contraindications.  FDA Pregnancy Category C.

Drug Interactions of Major Significance
1)
Concomitant monoamine oxidase inhibitors (or within 14 days of an MAOI)


2) Alprazolam, triazolam

3) Carbamazepine

4) Pimozide

SEE TABLE A: Cytochrome P450 Drug Metabolism/Inhibition
Age-Specific Considerations
No data available in individuals under the age of 18.

Side Effects Which Require Medical Attention

1)
Priapism







5)
Tinnitus


2)
Dizziness, unsteadiness, 



6)
Bradycardia less than 50 beats/min.



lightheadedness or fainting



7)
Elevated liver function tests


3)
Visual changes






8)
Dark urine, anorexia, malaise and GI symptoms


4)
Rash


PATIENT MONITORING
	Patient Monitoring Parameters

1) Pregnancy test – as clinically indicated.

2) ALT and AST – baseline, at 1, 2, 4, 6 and 12 months, then annually and as clinically indicated.  Stop drug is AST or ALT levels are 3 times (or greater) the upper limit of normal.

3) Monitor for emergence of suicidal ideation or behavior.
Dosing

See DSHS/DADS Drug Formulary for dosage guidelines.

Exceptions to maximum dosage must be justified as per medication rule.
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