STIMULANTS


methylphenidate (Ritalin®, Concerta™), dextroamphetamine (Dexedrine®), dextroamphetamine/amphetamine mixture (Adderall®)

INDICATIONS
	
1)
Attention deficit disorder, with or without hyperactivity


2)
Narcolepsy (methylphenidate; dextroamphetamine; dextroamphetamine/amphetamine mixture)


3)
Severe treatment resistant depression or depression in medically compromised patients


PRECAUTIONS TO CONSIDER
	Contraindications
Absolute
1)
History of anaphylactic reaction or similarly severe significant hypersensitivity to the medication prescribed

2)
Severe depression in children (methylphenidate)

Relative
1)
Tourette's syndrome or other motor or vocal tics

2)
Pre-existing psychosis  

3)
Hypertension

4)
Cardiovascular disease (dextroamphetamine, dextroamphetamine/amphetamine mixture)

5)
Glaucoma (dextroamphetamine, methylphenidate, dextroamphetamine/amphetamine mixture)

6)
History of drug abuse/dependence

7)
Hyperthyroidism

8)
Pregnant or nursing mothers

Precautions
1)
Family history of tics

2)
Epilepsy or other seizure history 

Pregnancy and Breast-Feeding
See relative contraindications.  Stimulant either are FDA Pregnancy Category C or unknown.

Drug Interactions of Major Significance
1)
Monoamine oxidase (MAO) inhibitors

2)
Stimulants/Sympathomimetics

3)
Beta-Blockers (amphetamine)

4)
Antidepressants (amphetamine)

5)
Digitalis glycosides (amphetamine)

6)
Meperidine (amphetamine)

7)
Thyroid hormones (amphetamine)

 


STIMULANTS - continued

methylphenidate (Ritalin®, Concerta™), dextroamphetamine (Dexedrine®), dextroamphetamine/amphetamine mixture (Adderall®)

PRECAUTIONS TO CONSIDER (continued)

	Age-Specific Considerations
None
Side Effects Which Require Medical Attention
1)
Hypertension

2)
Tachycardia


3)
Weight loss


4)
Abnormal motor movements or tics 

5)
Psychosis


6)
Hyperthermia

7)
Irritability or nervousness

8)
Insomnia

9)
 Chest pain


PATIENT MONITORING
	Patient Monitoring Parameters
1)
Height and weight in children (baseline and as clinically indicated)

Dosing
See DSHS/DADS Drug Formulary for dosage guidelines

Exceptions to maximum dosage must be justified as per medication rule.
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