SALICYLIC ACID - SULFUR TOPICAL 

Classification: Topicals; Dermatologicals; Acne Agents, Skin Cleansers, Antiseborrheic Agents
Description: SALICYLIC ACID  and SULFUR  are used for antiseborrheic and keratolytic/keratoplastic actions.
Pharmacology: Salicylic acid is keratolytic at concentrations of approximately 2%to 6%. These concentrations are generally used for treatment of dandruff, seborrhea and psoriasis. 

Sulfur, a keratolytic, provides peeling and drying actions. Although it may help to resolve comedones, it may also promote the development of new ones by increasing horny cell adhesion.

Pharmacokinetics: Topical; some systemic absorption is possible if used over large areas or if skin is inflamed.
Indications:


Salicylic acid – Sulfur preparations are used to treat dandruff, seborrheic dermatitis, acne, tinea infections and psoriasis.  These preparations help relieve the itching and scalp flaking associated with dandruff and aid in the treatment of mild acne and oily skin by softening the hard shell of acne blemishes, dissolving and removing blackheads, washing away excess oils which may cause blackheads, and refreshes skin.

Dosage: 
For specific instructions for use of these products, refer to individual product labeling.
· Shampoo: Shake well. Wet hair and vigorously massage a small amount of shampoo into hair and scalp working up a lather. Rinse thoroughly with warm water. Repeat procedure.
· Soap: Use twice daily. Work up lather with hands or washcloth and apply to affected areas without scrubbing. Let dry about 1 minute, rinse thoroughly, and pat dry.
Patient Information:

· For external use only. Avoid contact with eyes, face, genitals, mucous membranes and normal skin surrounding warts. 
· Medication may cause reddening or scaling of skin when used on open skin lesions. 
· Contact with clothing, fabrics, plastics, wood, metal or other materials may cause damage; avoid contact. 
· Stop use and ask doctor if excessive skin irritation develops or increases.
· Keep out of reach of children. If swallowed, get medical help or contact a poison control center immediately.

Contraindications and Precautions: 

· Use with caution if sensitivity to salicylic acid

· Do not use for extended periods, especially in infants, diabetics, and patients with impaired circulation

· Do not use on moles, birthmarks or warts with hair growing from them, genital or facial warts or warts on mucous membranes, 
· Do not use on irritated skin or any area that is infected or reddened.
· Prolonged use over large areas, especially in young children and those patients with significant renal or hepatic impairment, could result in salicylism. Limit the area to be treated and be aware of signs of salicylate toxicity (eg, nausea, vomiting, dizziness, loss of hearing, tinnitus, lethargy, hyperpnea, diarrhea, psychic disturbances). In the event of salicylic acid toxicity, discontinue use.
· For external use only: Avoid contact with eyes, mucous membranes and normal skin surrounding warts. If contact with eyes or mucous membranes occurs, immediately flush with water for 15 minutes. Avoid inhaling vapors.

· Shampoo: For external use only. Avoid contact with the eyes; if this happens, rinse thoroughly with water. If condition worsens or does not improve after regular use of this product as directed, consult a physician. Do not use on children under 2 years of age except as directed by a physician.
· Soap: Use with other topical acne medications at the same time or immediately following use of this product may increase dryness or irritation of the skin. If this occurs, use only 1 medication unless directed by a doctor. Do not get into eyes.
Adverse Reactions: Local irritation may occur from contact with normal skin surrounding the affected area. If irritation occurs, temporarily discontinue use and take care to apply only to wart site when treatment is resumed.1
Costs and Monitoring: prices range from $1.50 to $20.00
Product Identification: Shampoos, soaps
Recommendation: Add to formulary.
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