
CMAP ADHD revision 

1 

Begin ADHD 
Algorithm

Stage 1

Stage 2

Any stage(s) can be skipped 
depending on the clinical picture.

Maintenance

Stage 0 Diagnostic Assessment and 
Family Consultation Regarding 

Treatment Alternatives

Non-Medication 
Treatment Alternatives

Stage 3

Continuation

Add behavioral 
intervention*

Add atypical 
antipsychotic to 

stimulant**

Stage 4

Continuation

Stage 5

Continuation

Add lithium or 
divalproex 
sodium to 
stimulant

Add agent not 
used in Stage 4

ContinuationPartial Response or 
Nonresponse of 

aggression

Improvement of ADHD and aggression

Improvement of ADHD and aggression
Continuation

Improvement of ADHD and aggression

Improvement of ADHD and aggression

Improvement of ADHD and aggression

Clinical 
consultation

Partial Response or 
Nonresponse of 

aggression

Partial Response or 
Nonresponse of 

aggression

Partial Response or 
Nonresponse of 

aggression

* Evaluate adequacy of behavior treatment after inadequate response at any stage.
**If patient is an imminent threat to self or others, atypical antipsychotic may be
      started with behavioral teatment.
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