


TEXAS HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES COMMISSION 

Notice of Public Hearing on Proposed Medicaid Payment Rates for Home and Community-Based Services – Adult Mental Health
 

Hearing.  The Texas Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC) will conduct a public hearing on Monday, March 3, 2014, at 10:30 a.m. to receive public comment on proposed payment rates for the Home and Community-Based Services – Adult Mental Health (HCBS–AMH) program operated by the Department of State Health Services (DSHS).   

[bookmark: _GoBack]The hearing will be held in compliance with Human Resources Code §32.0282 and Texas Administrative Code, Title 1 (1 TAC), §355.105(g), which require public notice and hearings on proposed Medicaid reimbursements before such rates are approved by HHSC.  The public hearing will be held in the Public Hearing Room, Room 164, of the HHSC – MHMR Center Building, located at 909 West 45th Street, Austin, Texas.  Entry is through Security at the front of the building facing 45th Street.  Persons requiring Americans with Disability Act (ADA) accommodation or auxiliary aids or services should contact Rate Analysis by calling (512) 730-7401, at least 72 hours prior to the hearing so appropriate arrangements can be made.  

Proposal.  HHSC proposes rates for the new HCBS–AMH program.  The proposed rates will be effective April 1, 2014, and were determined in accordance with the rate setting methodologies listed below under “Methodology and Justification.”

Methodology and Justification.  The proposed payment rates reflect the funding of these services through the 2014–15 General Appropriations Act, 83rd Legislature, Regular Session, 2013 (Article II, Department of State Health Services, Rider 81).  The rider directs that appropriated funds be used to develop a program for adults with complex needs and extended or repeated state inpatient psychiatric stays.  The proposed payment rates were determined in accordance with the rate setting methodologies codified at 1 TAC §355.9070, Reimbursement Methodology for Department of State Health Services (DSHS) Home and Community-Based Services – Adult Mental Health (HCBS–AMH), which is effective on March 1, 2014, as noted in the January 24, 2014, issue of the Texas Register (39 TexReg 395); 1 TAC §355.101, Introduction; and 1 TAC §355.201, Establishment and Adjustment of Reimbursement Rates by the Health and Human Services Commission.  

Briefing Package.  A briefing package describing the proposed payment rates will be available at http://www.hhsc.state.tx.us/rad/rate-packets.shtml on February 14, 2014.  Interested parties may also obtain a copy of the briefing package prior to the hearing by contacting Rate Analysis by telephone at (512) 730-7401; by fax at (512) 730-7475; or by e-mail at sarah.hambrick@hhsc.state.tx.us.  The briefing package also will be available at the public hearing.  

Written Comments.  Written comments regarding the proposed payment rates may be submitted in lieu of, or in addition to, oral testimony until 5:00 p.m. the day of the hearing.  Written comments may be sent by U.S. mail to, Health and Human Services Commission, Attention:  Rate Analysis, Mail Code H-400, P.O. Box 149030, Austin, Texas 78714-9030; by fax to Rate Analysis at (512) 730-7475; or by e-mail to sarah.hambrick@hhsc.state.tx.us.  In addition, written comments may be sent by overnight mail or hand delivered to HHSC, Attention: Rate Analysis, Mail Code H-400, Brown Heatly Building, 4900 North Lamar Boulevard, Austin, Texas 78751-2316.




