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The big news this month, so
far, has been the passage of
Senate Bill 360 and its signing
by the governor. This bill
makes the use of carbon mon-
oxide illegal for euthanizing
dogs and cats in Texas. Please
be sure to read the article else-
where in this newsletter for
more details. In other news,
2013 has thus far been ex-
tremely kind to us in HSR |
from a zoonoses perspective,
with no major zoonotic issues
being encountered through the

middle of May.

On the rabies front, a bit of
comparison is in order. By May
13,2011 HSR | had accumulat-
ed 33 animal rabies cases while
the state had confirmed 423. By
May 13,2012, HSR | reported
9 cases and the statewide total
was 271. Those were both
dramatic decreases in rabies
activity. In HSR 1, the decline in
case numbers has continued
well into 2013 with only one
reported case of rabies (skunk,
Lubbock Co.) collected on
February 4, 2013. That was the
first confirmed case in our
Region since July 17, 2012.
Statewide, however, there is a
different story being recorded.
The total on May 13, 2013 for
the state was 330 positive cas-
es. The activity is not as severe
as in 201 [, but it is certainly
more active than during last
year. The Regional difference
may relate to the rest of Texas
receiving moisture while we
linger in a drought. | am not
certain about the reason, but
we can all enjoy the near ab-
sence of rabies while it lasts.
Please remind your clients and

the public in general that rabies
vaccinations for pets are still
required and they are still rec-

ommended for certain livestock.

Many jurisdictions are gearing up
for the West Nile virus (WNV)
season that has already begun in
more temperate areas of Texas.
The late season freezes our Re-
gion experienced this spring
delayed any mosquito activity
but some have been lurking
about waiting for a warm-up. Just
before the last round of freezes |
saw a mosquito at my residence,
and it got a way! Please remem-
ber to practice and promote the
4Ds: Dress appropriately; Drain
standing water; avoid being out
at Dusk and Dawn; and Defend
yourself with an effective repel-
lent, proper clothing, and
screens on windows if air condi-
tioning isn’t being used, etc. In
2003 HSR | had the highest per
capita case rate in the state.
Please do all you can to avoid
HSR | having that dubious dis-
tinction again in 2013. Owners of
horse, donkeys, mules and other
equidae need to consider utiliz-
ing the WNYV vaccine for horses.
As with rabies virus it may be
relatively cheap insurance com-
pared to the cost of disposing of

a dead horse.

Plague has been an infrequent
event in the past, occasionally
wiping out a prairie dog town.
Over the past couple of years it
seems to have taken second
place to the drought in reducing
prairie dog numbers. | am still
interested in learning about prai-
rie dog towns that seem to sud-
denly disappear, though. While
the drought is a major player

now, | suspect plague is still
present. As a reminder, please
be sure to educate the public to
the need for good flea control
on any pets that may roam
prairie dog towns.

| am pleased to announce that
another new quarantine facility
has been approved in HSR 1:
Floydada has joined Hereford in
having a new animal shelter and
it was approved last month for
bite-observation purposes.
Levelland’s new facility is nearly
done, the new shelter at Pampa
is on its way to completion
later this year and Canadian has
begun the planning process for
a new structure. If your com-
munity is interested in building a
new animal shelter, and it is
anticipated that rabies quaran-
tine will be performed in it,
please be sure to contact us for
a plan review before any ground
is broken, as required in in
169.28 (b) of the Rabies Rules.
If you plan to build a shelter
without performing rabies quar-
antine, we would be glad to
review your plans and offer
input, but that is not required
by law. Reviews are beneficial
because we can help avoid com-
mon errors that may have been

seen elsewhere.

The gray fox/coyote Oral Ra-
bies Vaccination Programs con-
tinue to be successful in pre-
venting the appearance of those
two variants. The pilot project
for a skunk Oral Rabies Vac-
cination Program in Fort Bend
County is still on track for this

September.
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On the world-front, a new avian influenza
virus is causing concern in China, as is a
new coronavirus that originated in the
Eastern Mediterranean that is very closely
related to the virus that caused SARS
(severe acute respiratory syndrome) in

2003.

An H7N9 avian influenza variant has in-
fected 130-135 people (the reports vary)
and at least 35 have died (CFR = 25.9-

26.9%) as of May 14.

All of the cases have been in China, ex-
cept for one, a man from Taiwan who
visited China. The virus seems to most
adversely affect older people, which is
opposite of what the H5NI virus does
(which continues to remain active in Asia).
So far a definitive reservoir for H7N9 has
not been identified, but it seems to be
associated primarily with live-bird mar-

kets.

ProMED-Mail reported on May |4 that the
new coronavirus has infected at least 38
people and killed (CFR = 52.6%) in the
following locations: Saudi Arabia - 28 (15
deaths); Jordan - 2 (2 deaths); UK -4 (2
deaths); Germany - 2 (| death); France - 2
(no deaths). All but 3 of the people were
considered to have been infected in coun-
tries in the Eastern Mediterranean, pre-
dominantly Saudi Arabia. A definitive
source for this virus has not been identi-
fied but bats were found to be a probable
reservoir for the SARS virus and may also
be the reservoir for the new virus. Pro-
longed close contact seems to be neces-

sary for human-to-human transmission.

We will continue to monitor these emerg-
ing zoonoses and keep you apprised of

new developments.

Stay safe and do all you can to protect
yourself form the wild world of zoonoses.

Gas Chamber Ban

One of the changes to come out of the current legislative session
that will affect some in animal control is the ban on gas chamber
use by animal shelters for the euthanasia of dogs and cats. Senate
Bill 360 was signed by the Governor on May 10, 2013, and became
effective immediately due to more than the minimum 2/3 of the
members of the house voting in favor of it. Those facilities affected
however, still have a little time to adjust to this change; compliance
is not required until January 1, 2014. This should allow ample time
to apply for a Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) license and pur-
chase the supplies needed for administering sodium pentobarbital,
now the only approved method for dog and cat euthanasia by ani-
mal shelter staff.

The form and instructions for applying for a DEA license can be ac-
cessed through the DEA Diversion website, http://
www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/. You will select “New Application
Online” from the list on the right side of the main page, and then
“Begin Application Process”. Animal control should select Form 224
for mid-level practitioners (MLP-Animal Shelter.) You will need a
State ID number which is assigned by our office. Please contact To-
nya Finch in the Canyon office at 806/655-7151 for assistance.

An inability or reluctance to obtain a DEA license does not permit an
agency to utilize another method of euthanasia. Arrangements
should be made with another agency, veterinary clinic or city to car-
ry out this function. An offense under this section is a Class B mis-
demeanor.

Itis also a Class B misdemeanor to euthanize an animal at an ani-
mal shelter without successfully completing a euthanasia technician
training course. (ACOs have a grace period of up to 120 days after
the date of initial employment to complete this.) Euthanasia techni-
cian training must be renewed every three years. For DSHS-
approved course information, go to www.txaco.org, select Shelters,
then Euthanasia.

To see the full text of the bill go to: http://www.legis.state.tx.us/
tlodocs/83R/billtext/pdf/SBO0360F .pdf#navpanes=0. Note: the
page will appear blank. Scroll down to begin reading.



http://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/
http://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/
http://www.txaco.org
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/83R/billtext/pdf/SB00360F.pdf#navpanes=0
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/83R/billtext/pdf/SB00360F.pdf#navpanes=0
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Mosquitoes to make first showing of 2013

By Michael E. Merchant, PhD, BCE
Professor and Extension Urban Entomologist
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service

Originally Posted: 03 Apr 2013 02:58 PM PDT

Spring rains and warmer weather usually spell mosquitoes. To prove this to myself, I've been watching my backyard
fountain slowly fill with recent rains, leaves and catkins from nearby oak trees. Last week | was rewarded(!?) with my
first mosquito wigglers. “Wiggler” and “tumbler” are informal terms for the larval and pupal (immature) life stages of
mosquitoes. Mosquito wigglers live in water, and as soon as temperatures get warm enough to drive their develop-

ment, they quickly mature and emerge from pools and containers wherever they may be found.

After last summer’s record West Nile virus season, any news about mosquitoes is bad news to us in Texas, and es-
pecially the Dallas area. But the species emerging right now are not likely to be the disease-carriers of last sum-
mer. According to Scott Sawlis of the Dallas County Health Department, these are more likely to be Culex restuans,
or one of the other early mosquito species that do better in cool weather. These cool weather species do not

spread West Nile virus. Nevertheless, these mosquitoes still bite and are still unwelcome in our neighborhoods.

My backyard observation site gave me the chance to photograph and put together a short video about what to
look for if you see a suspicious puddle of water around your yard. In my case, after following the wigglers for a few
days, | drained my fountain. Should you find a suspected breeding hole, if possible drain it, or fill it in with sand, grav-
el or soil. This will immediately kill any mosquito larvae breeding there. If the source is too deep or impossible to
drain, mosquito dunks or granules, available through most hardware stores and garden centers, will also kill mosqui-
to larvae for up to 30 days.

We'd all rather get rid of mosquitoes before they become a problem. So get outdoors now and check your yard.
This is a great time to mosquito-proof your yard in preparation for the summer. For more information about where

mosquitoes breed, and what to do about them see http://mosquitosafari.tamu.edu.



http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/tamu/ZdRj/~3/0GvZFd8pdwc/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email
http://youtu.be/1dWF4LRMAP8
http://mosquitosafari.tamu.edu

Page 4 Zoonosis News from Health Service Region 1

Venomous Snakes

Information from Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department

Spring is upon us. The temperatures are rising and snakes are
moving. It is time once again to be on the look-out for snakes.

Venomous snakes found in the United States include rattlesnakes,
copperheads, cotton mouths/water moccasins, and coral snakes.
They can be dangerous to outdoor workers including farmers,
foresters, landscapers, groundskeepers, gardeners, painters, roof-
ers, pavers, construction workers, laborers, mechanics, and any-
one who spends time outside. Although rare, some workers with
a severe allergy to snake venom may be at risk of death if bitten. It
has been estimated that 7,000-8,000 people per year receive ven-
omous bites in the United States, and about 5 of those people die.
The number of deaths would be much higher if people did not
seek medical care. It is important for everyone to be trained
about their risk of exposure to venomous snakes, how they can
prevent and protect themselves from snake bites, and what they

should do if they are bitten.

Rattlesnakes:

There are many species of rattlesnakes in the United States. Rat-
tlesnakes are the largest of the venomous snakes in the United
States. They can accurately strike at up to one-third their body
length. Rattlesnakes use their rattles or tails as a warning when
they feel threatened. Rattlesnakes may be found sunning them-
selves near logs, boulders, or open areas. These snakes may be
found in most work habitats including the mountains, prairies,

deserts, and beaches.

Copperheads:

Copperheads vary in color from reddish to golden tan. The col-
ored bands on their body are typically hourglass-shaped. Most
adults are 18-36 inches long. They are not usually aggressive, but
will often freeze when frightened. You are more likely to be bitten
when unknowingly stepping on or near a copperhead. Copper-
heads are often found in forests, rocky areas, swamps, or near

sources of water like rivers.

Cottonmouths/Water Moccasins:

Cottonmouth snakes average 50-55 inches long. The adult snake’s
skin is dark tan, brown, or nearly black, with vague black or dark
brown cross bands. Juveniles have a bold cross banded pattern of
brown or orange with a yellow tail. Cottonmouths are frequently
found in or around water. They do not scare easily and will defend

themselves when threatened.

Coral Snakes:

These snakes are often confused with nonvenomous king snakes,
which have similar colored bands although in a different arrange-
ment. However if the red bands are touching the yellow bands,
then it is a venomous coral snake. Remember the rhyme “red and
yellow kill a fellow” can help you remember that the coral snake’s

red and yellow colors touch, but the harmless king
snake has red touching black. Coral snakes tend to

hide in leaf piles or burrow into the ground.

Preventing Snake Bites

® Do not try to handle any snake.
®  Stay away from tall grass and piles of leaves when possible.

®  Avoid Climbing on rocks or piles of wood where a snake
may be hiding.

®  Be aware that snakes tend to be active at night and in
warm weather.

®  Wear boots and long pants when working outdoors.

®  Wear leather gloves when handling brush and debris.
First Aid

®  Seek medical attention as soon as possible (dial 911 or
local Emergency Medical Services)

®  Try to remember the color and shape of the snake, which
can help determine treatment.

®  Keep still and calm. This can slow down the spread of
venom.

Apply first aid if you cannot get to the hospital right away.
Lay or sit down with the bite below the level of the heart.

Wash the bite with soap and water

Cover the bite with a clean, dry dressing.
Do NOT do any of the following:

® Do not pick up the snake or try to trap it.

Do not wait for symptoms to appear if bitten, seek imme-
diate medical attention.

Do not apply a tourniquet.

Do not slash the wound with a knife.

Do not suck out the venom.

Do not apply ice or immerse the wound in water.

Do not drink alcohol as a painkiller.

Do not drink caffeinated beverages.

For more information:

www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/snakes/

www.tpwd.state.tx.us/kids/wild _things/wildlife/snakes.phtml
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VENOMOUS SNAKES

COTTON MOUTH/WATER
RATTLESNAKE MOCCASIN



http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=rattlesnake+pictures&qpvt=rattlesnake+pictures&FORM=IGRE
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=copper+mouth+snake&qs=AS&sk=&FORM=QBIR&pq=coppermouth%20snake&sc=1-17&sp=1&qs=AS&sk=
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=cottonmouth+snake+pictures&qs=IM&form=QBIR&pq=cottonmouth+snake&sc=8-17&sp=2&sk=IM1
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=coral+snake+pictures&qs=RQ&sk=&FORM=QBIR&pq=coral%20snake%20pictures&sc=4-20&sp=1&qs=RQ&sk=
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TEXAS CE Opportunities

Dreparimment of
State Health Services

o

300 Victory Drive South Plains Wildlife Rehabilitation Center Inc.:
WTAMU Box 60968 Handling Wildlife Safety
Canyon, TX 79016-0968 Tour and Program, 2.5 CEUs

Phone: 806-655-7151
Fax: 806-655-6448

E-mail: james.alexander@dshs.state.tx.us

Tue,, June ||

Rabies Review, Canyon
— cherman | s | oo e 7 CEUs
Tue., July 16

Hartdey Mecre Hurchkinsen Raberix Hemphill

O b Faterr Carzen G Wheslee

Rabies Review, Lubbock Animal Services
Dheal Semirk :R_l.g-ll Armsirang Dhanley el g e 7 CEUS

Thur., July 18

Farmcr Cmsrero Swisher Hrisceac Elall Childress

Baxilex Lamf Hade Elori Alurew

Amarillo Zoo

cocuran | Fackier | Mhac | crs | poeicens | sing Program and Tour, 3 CEUs
Thur., August 8

Information will be emailed out
DSHS FREE PUBLICATIONS soon!

Veaknm Terry Lonn Garza

Those who have access to the internet can order

DSHS publications online. The Zoonosis Con-
trol Branch has pamphlets on a variety of topics,
such as mosquito control, rabies, animal bites,

plague, encephalitis, Rocky Mountain spotted fe- M arl( yo ur Cal en dar!
ver, and tick borne diseases. You can search for
publications by title, subject, keyword, language,
format or publications number, and pamphlets

will be shipped to you at no cost. To order pam- Texas Department of State Health Services HSR |

phlets online, visit the website: Animal Control Officer Basic Training Course
http://webds.dshs.state.tx.us/mamd/litcat/ On October 15-16, 2013
default.asp Amarillo, Texas

If you have any questions, please call Tonya at

(806) 635-7151 ext. 1104. More information coming soon!



http://webds.dshs.state.tx.us/mamd/litcat/default.asp
http://webds.dshs.state.tx.us/mamd/litcat/default.asp

