
 

“Drug violence pushes Mexico to top of U.S. security concerns”            
‐‐ The State,  June  22,2009 

“Seizures of Mexican-produced 
methamphetamine and heroin — once rare in 
southernmost Texas — have increased 
dramatically over the past year” ‐‐ The Monitor, June 24, 2009 

“El Paso Teen Made $50,000 Smuggling Drugs Across 

the Border” ‐‐ CNN , April 21, 2009 

With American cash and guns fueling violence along the Texas‐Mexico border, 
concern for reducing the demand for drugs on the U.S. side is growing.  The Texas 
Drug Demand Reduction Advisory Committee (DDRAC) — comprised of 14 state 
agencies and 5 at‐large members and charged by the Texas Legislature with 
developing strategies to reduce drug demand in Texas — invites you to participate 
in a symposium with experts on border drug demand issues.  Participants will leave 
with a greater understanding of the current challenges, as well as ongoing and 
proposed efforts to reduce drug demand through prevention, treatment, and 
enforcement.  

Drug Demand Reduction Advisory Committee’s  
Border Symposium — 
 August 4, 2009 

 

Moreton Boardroom  

DSHS Main Campus 
Facility 

1100 W. 49th 

Austin, TX  

Map available at: 

 
http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/vis
itor/complex.shtm  

        August 4, 2009 

        1:00 PM ‐ 5:00 PM 

Free and Open 
to the Public 

Speakers Include: 

Recent Trends Along the Border 
 More people are using heroin and people who use are getting sicker because the 
drug is being cut with ingredients that are more dangerous to the health of the 
user. 

 Larger numbers of youth are involved in drug trafficking and gangs, often because 
of threats and fear. 

 People in need of substance abuse services  are afraid to ask for help due to 
repercussions related to immigration and/or the safety of their family. 

 The demand for in‐patient and out‐patient substance abuse treatment services  is 
rising, but there is no corresponding increase in the number of new services 
available . 
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Recent Trends Along the Border



More people are using heroin and people who use are getting sicker because the drug is being cut with ingredients that are more dangerous to the health of the user.



Larger numbers of youth are involved in drug trafficking and gangs, often because of threats and fear.



People in need of substance abuse services  are afraid to ask for help due to repercussions related to immigration and/or the safety of their family.



The demand for in-patient and out-patient substance abuse treatment services  is rising, but there is no corresponding increase in the number of new services available .
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“Drug violence pushes Mexico to top of U.S. security concerns”            -- The State,  June  22,2009



“Seizures of Mexican-produced methamphetamine and heroin — once rare in southernmost Texas — have increased dramatically over the past year” -- The Monitor, June 24, 2009



“El Paso Teen Made $50,000 Smuggling Drugs Across the Border” -- CNN , April 21, 2009



With American cash and guns fueling violence along the Texas-Mexico border, concern for reducing the demand for drugs on the U.S. side is growing.  The Texas Drug Demand Reduction Advisory Committee (DDRAC) — comprised of 14 state agencies and 5 at-large members and charged by the Texas Legislature with developing strategies to reduce drug demand in Texas — invites you to participate in a symposium with experts on border drug demand issues.  Participants will leave with a greater understanding of the current challenges, as well as ongoing and proposed efforts to reduce drug demand through prevention, treatment, and enforcement. 
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