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For additional resources on these topics and others related to school health education and services,

visit the School Health Program web site at
www.dshs.state.tx.us/schoolhealth
Quote to Note:

    "Leaders are visionaries with a poorly developed sense of fear and no concept of the odds against them.  They make the impossible happen.”  - Dr. Robert Jarvik

Program Notices and Postings:
NEW! From the DSHS School Health Program: LICE FACT SHEETS
6 easy to read, printable in B&W or color, 1-page informational sheets for families in English and Spanish about head lice on the following topics:

· What Are Lice?

· How Do I Know if My Child Has Lice and How Did They Get It?

· What Should I Do If My Child Has Lice?

· How Do I Keep Lice From Coming Back?

· Misconceptions and Truths about Lice Treatment

· Lice Information Resources

To access the head lice fact sheets, go to: www.dshs.state.tx.us/schoolhealth/lice.shtm 
Texas School Health Advisory Committee (TSHAC) Call For Applications for Membership – Deadline Extended: March 3, 2008
Currently, there are three membership appointments available on the TSHAC: 
1.   One School administrator/school board member – Examples include superintendent, assistant superintendent, campus principal, a school board member or school board trustee.  Candidates must be currently working in a K-12 school setting and certified by the Texas State Board of Educator Certification in mid-level management or supervision.

2.   One Organization or agency representative member – Examples include representative of an   organization, coalition or agency that provides resources of time and/or money benefiting the health of school aged children as described in the “Categories of Membership and Criteria Definitions” document of the TSHAC.
3.   (NEW) One Physician member – A currently practicing physician, physician’s assistant or nurse practitioner in good standing of the licensing agency under which they practice that provides health services to school aged children. 

For an application and additional information, please visit www.dshs.state.tx.us/schoolhealth/shadvise.shtm. 
Upcoming Conferences/Meetings/Professional Development:

Tools for Texans: Helping Communities Fight Cancer conference – February 13 and 14, 2008
The Texas Cancer Council’s Tools for Texans: Helping Communities Fight Cancer conference will help Texans work together toward implementing cancer prevention and control programs.  The target audiences for the workshop are community stakeholders, volunteers, cancer survivors, and healthcare professionals, or anyone who wants to work towards cancer control in their community. The conference will be held at the Hilton San Antonio Airport Hotel and registration is $40, which includes meals and materials for both days.  Complimentary hotel rooms are available for paid conference registrants on February 12 and/or February 13 until the room block has been met, for those traveling outside of Bexar County.  For complete details, go to www.texascancercouncil.org or call 800-515-6770.
Texas Association of School-Based Health Centers Annual Conference – February 29 and March 1, 2008

The Texas Association of School-Based Health Centers (TASBHC) will be hosting its annual conference at the Hobby Airport Hilton, February 29 & March 1, 2008.  The conference theme is "Making the Connection: School, Health, Youth, Success" (A Child & Adolescent Health Update).  For more information on the conference program, please visit http://www.tasbhc.org/forms.htm.

 

Registration for 16th Texas HIV/STD Conference – May 18-22, 2008
Registration for the 16th Texas HIV/STD Conference is now available!  The conference is scheduled for May 18-22, 2008 in Austin.  Participant registration is $225 per person until April 4, 2008.  For additional information or to register go to: www.dshs.state.tx.us/hivstd/conference/2008/registration.shtm 
Health Education:
February 1: Give Kids a Smile Day
The following resources will connect you with information to support Give Kids a Smile Day.  Look for what schools can do, grants, tips, activities, research and more….
· CHHCS: School-Based Dental Health – www.healthinschools.org/Health-in-Schools/Health-Services/School-Based-Dental-Health.aspx 
· Maternal and Child Health Library. Knowledge Path: Oral Health and Children and Adolescents, February 2007 – www.mchlibrary.info/KnowledgePaths/kp_oralhealth.html  
· American Dental Association: Give Kids a Smile Day - www.ada.org/prof/events/featured/gkas  

· National Institute of Dental and Craniofacial Research: Children's Oral Health www.nidcr.nih.gov/HealthInformation/DiseasesAndConditions/ChildrensOralHealth  

.
New DSHS Tobacco Prevention Resources 
Looking for up-to-date information on tobacco prevention and control?  DSHS has posted current tobacco presentations at www.dshs.state.tx.us/tobacco/resource.shtm .  The downloadable presentations include topics such as “Tobacco 101,” new spitless tobacco products and the tobacco industry marketing.

Counseling and Mental Health Services:

Mental Health Resources – School Connectedness
The Texas School Health Advisory Committee (TSHAC) of the Texas Department of State Health Services has compiled resources for schools on mental health services, specifically, school connectedness.  “School connection is the belief by students that adults in the school care about their learning as well as about them as individuals.  Students are more likely to succeed when they feel a connection to school.”  Interested in learning more about school connectedness?  Click on the following link to access resources, research and ideas for improving connectedness among students.  Go to the TSHAC Web page at www.dshs.state.tx.us/schoolhealth/shadvise.shtm  and scroll down to the mental Health Subcommittee’s Report on School Connectedness to access the report.

More Mental Health Resources – from Australia:

"Children and Young People's Wellbeing; An Educator's Guide" is a great guide for creating positive school environments, identifying potential behavioral problems, and taking action.  www.responseability.org/client_images/344218.pdf  

 

Go to www.auseinet.com/ppei/schoolprogs.php#dlops for more resources on school setting and mental health promotion.

 

"Mental Health Promotion and Illness Prevention in School Settings at www.auseinet.com/files/ppei/schools_append.pdf  

Health Services:

School absenteeism and influenza viral surveillance in central Texas – Report from Baylor College of Medicine

The influenza outbreak has arrived in central Texas.  We are early into the outbreak.  Influenza type A is the major circulating virus detected to date.  In Houston influenza type A (H3N2) has been detected from ill children.  In years in which influenza type A (H3N2) is the dominant circulating virus there is generally a significant excess of illness and death associated with the virus.  In the coming weeks expect to see an increasing number of students and teachers absent from schools, and an increasing number of ill children requiring evaluation by the school nurses for febrile respiratory illnesses. 
 

Since December 2, 2007 (Week 49) the influenza surveillance network in central Texas has generated the following information.
 

Influenza Surveillance in Central Texas: December 2, 2007 (Week 49) to January 19, 2008 (Week 3)

	 

 

City
	Total number of persons cultured for influenza
	Total number of persons positive by influenza type 
	Percent positive for influenza infection

	
	
	Influenza type A
	Influenza type A
	

	Temple-Belton and surrounding cities
	108
	37
	1
	35.2%

	Waco
	60
	14
	0
	23.3%

	Bryan & College Station
	86
	39
	1
	46.5%

	Houston
	1666
	152
	12
	9.8%

	United States
	19,100
	1012
	150
	6.1%


 

House Fails Again to Override Veto of SCHIP
Trying again to get a reauthorization of the State Children's Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) through Congress, the House of Representatives Monday, January 28, 2008, failed by 15 votes to override President Bush's veto of a bill that would have added $35 billion to the popular state/federal program over the next five years.  Read more at: www.healthinschools.org/News-Room/News-Alerts/January-2008/House-Fails-Again-to-Override-Veto-of-SCHIP.aspx 
Healthy and Safe School Environment:

Readiness and Emergency Management in Schools – Application deadline: February 19, 2008 
Simulation Education Services, Inc. (SES) has assembled a service set and grant writing capabilities to support local health departments that have local school districts who want to apply for the “Readiness and Emergency Management in Schools” grant.  The U.S. Department of Education will offer $24 million in funding; awards will range from $100-$500,000 for school districts that want assistance in developing and exercising their response plan, including pandemic flu plans.  For more information about how SES can assist you in applying, e-mail info@simulationed.com.  
Nutrition Services:

U.S.D.A. – Team Nutrition Training Grants for Healthy School Meals – Deadline: April 14, 2008
The U.S. Department of Agriculture is accepting applications for its Team Nutrition Training Grants for Healthy School Meals program to support projects that build infrastructure to implement the USDA’™s nutrition requirements and the Dietary Guidelines for Americans in school meals.  Contact: www.healthinschools.org/News-Room/Grant-Alerts/Team-Nutrition-Training-Grants-for-Healthy-School-Meals.aspx for more information.
Weight Loss Matters Tip Sheets from the American Diabetes Association:

Week 7:  Be Active, But How?

Learn about the benefits of being active and how much activity is best for you.  Also, find out about becoming more active NOW. www.diabetes.org/weightloss-and-exercise/weightloss/Be-Active.jsp
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

External links to other sites appearing in the Friday Beat are intended to be informational and do not represent an endorsement by the Department of State Health Services.  These sites may also not be accessible to people with disabilities.  External email links are provided to you as a courtesy.  Please be advised that you are not emailing the DSHS and DSHS policies do not apply should you choose to correspond.

For information about any of the programs listed, contact the sponsoring organization directly.  For comments or questions about the Friday Beat, contact Ellen Kelsey at (512) 458-7111 ext. 2140 or by email at ellen.kelsey@dshs.state.tx.us. 
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