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[bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: OLE_LINK3]The newsletter that takes a Whole School, Whole Community, Whole Child approach. 
Announcements
Child Nutrition Program Integrity—Proposed Rule
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Food and Nutrition Service of the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has issued a proposed rule that is open for public comment until May 31, 2016, in the Federal Register. The rule proposes to codify several provisions of the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010. The USDA is proposing to establish criteria for assessments against state agencies and program operators who jeopardize the integrity of any Child Nutrition Program.
Appointee for Poison Control Coordinating Committee (PCCC) Needed 
The Texas Commission on State Emergency Communications (CSEC) is looking for a public member to serve on the PCCC, which coordinates the administrative activities of the six Regional Poison Control Centers; advises the CSEC on matters related to health, education, and training; and may provide toxicological assistance to state agencies. Please contact CSEC Executive Director Kelli Merriweather at kelli.merriweather@csec.texas.gov if interested in this volunteer position.   
Professional Development Opportunities
Special Lecture for Autism Awareness Month—April 11, 2016
At 2:00-3:00 p.m. CST, the National Institute of Mental Health is holding the lecture In a Different Key: The Story of Autism, which can be viewed via webcast. The two presenters will be discussing their book (same title as lecture); both have a personal connection to autism and, as journalists, have collaborated on stories since 2000. This lecture will discuss autism’s past, include some new findings, and examine how rediscovering the past can advise the future for those affected by autism.   
School Nutrition Association (SNA) Webinar—April 13, 2016
The SNA is hosting Trending: What Do Your Customers Want? at 1:00-2:15 p.m. CST. Find out what students and parents want from schools and how programs can deliver on those expectations.  
Volunteer for Healthy Schools Webinar—April 13, 2016
Learn ways to integrate volunteers into the health and wellness initiatives at your school by attending the monthly Wellness Wednesday Webinar (WWW) at 3:00-3:30 p.m. CST, hosted by the Action for Healthy Kids. By registering for this event, you will be sent a recording of the webinar when it’s completed and automatically be registered for May’s WWW.
Taking Action to Improve Indoor Air Quality (IAQ) Webinar—April 14, 2016
This is the first installment of the IAQ Knowledge-to-Action Professional Training Webinar Series, provided by the Environmental Protection Agency. There are three additional webinars in the series, and each is one-hour long followed by a 30-minute mentoring question/answer session. This first webinar is at 12:00-1:30 p.m. CST.  
Teaching Happiness Webinar—April 19, 2016
The American School Health Association is hosting the webinar Teaching Happiness in our Classrooms from 2:00 to 3:00 p.m. CST. Dr. Steve Goodwin of the University of Delaware will be presenting tools and resources that encourage school health professionals and teachers to incorporate happiness/positive psychology principles into their classrooms and personal lives. 
Funding Opportunities
School Breakfast Grants—Deadline: April 15, 2016 
The Action for Healthy Kids has a few grants available to districts for the 2016-2017 school year. These grants may be used to increase breakfast participation within schools in the district or to support equipment and training needs.  
American School Health Association (ASHA) Awards—Deadline: May 4, 2016 
The ASHA is accepting annual nominations to honor leaders who have outstanding accomplishments in school health or service to ASHA and their profession. There are six categories of awards, one being the new Emerging Professional Award.    
Developing Sustainable Healthy Behaviors—Deadline: May 7, 2017 
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services has a funding opportunity of $200,000 for applicants who promote positive sustainable health behaviors in children and youth (from birth to age 21) and/or employ innovative research to identify mechanisms of influence. Social and cultural factors such as schools, families, communities, and the food industry should be targeted in applications. 
Physical Education & Physical Activity
Making Strides: 2016 State Report Cards
The Safe Routes to School National Partnership for YMCA of the USA compiled the Making Strides: 2016 State Report Cards on Support for Walking, Bicycling, and Active Kids and Communities. These reports, released at the end of March, were funded by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to support the U.S. Surgeon General’s call to action to make walkable communities a national priority.  
The report card provides a snapshot of how supportive each state is of walking, bicycling, and physical activity for children and adults. Texas’s overall score of 51 falls in the “Warming Up” category.  
Nutrition Environment & Services
Junk Food Marketing in Schools Toolkit
Voices for Healthy Kids® (VHK) is a joint initiative of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and the American Heart Association. VHK works to create communities where young people can eat healthier foods and be more active. The initiative has designed a toolkit to help coalitions educate their communities on ways to make this vision a reality—Don’t Sell Us Short™. After providing basic contact information, numerous toolkit documents can be downloaded. 
Health Services
Guide for Preventing Unintentional Medication Poisoning
In 2014, poison centers in the United States handled approximately one call per minute related to children aged 12 and younger being exposed to pharmaceuticals. Most incidents arose from unsupervised children having access to medication. The Children’s Safety Network has released Preventing Unintentional Medication Poisoning in Children: 2016 Resource Guide, which provides links to organizations, programs, publications, and resources focused on medication safety. 
Counseling, Psychological & Social Services
More Security Officers than School Counselors
In his analysis published by The 74 in partnership with The Atlantic, Matt Barnum compares the number of counselors to security staff in the 10 largest public school districts in the country. In 4 of the districts, the counselors were outnumbered. None of the districts met the American School Counselor Association’s recommendation of having 1 counselor per 250 students; although Hawaii was close. In Houston, there was one counselor per 1,175 students but one security staffer per 785 students. At issue is whether districts with at-risk populations would be better served by proactive measures of having increased counseling staff who could help students circumvent problems, as opposed to increased reactive measures—security staffing—which may contribute to more minority and disabled students being incarcerated. 
Social & Emotional Climate
U.S. Department of Education School Climate Surveys (EDSCLS) 
The American Institutes for Research designed the EDSCLS—a platform of          web-based surveys for middle and high school students, teachers, school staff, and parents. The platform is free and includes a guide for analyzing sophisticated results in real-time. States, districts, and schools can even add items to the surveys, allowing for the identification of trends. In 2017, the U.S. Department of Education plans to survey schools to create national benchmark scores for school climate.  

Quote to Note
“A safer you is a safer me.”
Unknown
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