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Announcements
Title V Maternal & Child Health (MCH) Block Grant 
The Fiscal Year 2017 Title V MCH Block Grant Application and Fiscal Year 2015 Annual Report has been drafted. It is available for public comment on the Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS) website. Feedback may be provided to the DSHS Office of Title V and Family Health by close of business on June 20, 2016, via email at titlev@dshs.state.tx.us.
Texas Health Champion Award Nominations—Due: June 30, 2016
The deadline for nominations has been extended, and self-nominations are welcome. The Texas Health Champion Award is presented annually to the individual or organization who has demonstrated exemplary achievement in reducing the burden of and/or raising the awareness of obesity in Texas. The award will be presented during Texas Obesity Awareness Week (September 11-17, 2016) in Austin, Texas. 
Awards for Excellence (AFE) Applications—Due: August 31, 2016
This is a reminder that the application deadline for the AFE in Texas School Health program has been extended until the end of August. You may request an application by contacting the School Health Program of the Department of State Health Services (DHSH) at (512) 776-7279 or via email at schoolhealth@dshs.state.tx.us. You may also obtain an AFE application on the as DSHS website. 
Professional Development Opportunities
Human Connectome Project (HCP) Symposium—June 20, 2016
From 11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. CDT, the National Institute of Health will host a symposium to mark the accomplishments of the first phase of the HCP, which began in 2010. The HCP is an ambitious effort to map the neural pathways that underlie human brain function, using advanced magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) techniques. The symposium, Connectome Celebration 2016, will be videocast worldwide and will also address research efforts for the second phase of the HCP, which include mapping neural connectivity in teens with mental illness. 
Funding Opportunities
Healthy Tomorrows Partnership for Children Program (HTPCP) Grants
The purpose of the HTPCP is to promote access to health care for youth and their families and to employ preventative health strategies through innovative community-based programs. The U.S. Health Resources and Services Administration is accepting applications through August 2, 2016, for up to 8 HTPCP grants. Funding supports new initiatives or innovative new components of existing programs that provide clinical or public health services.
National School Lunch Program (NSLP) Equipment Assistance Grants
The U.S. Department of Agriculture has funds available for schools that participate in the NSLP. The grants are competitively distributed to high-need schools for purchasing equipment to serve healthier meals that meet the updated meal patterns. The deadline for schools to apply is December 31, 2016. 
Health Education 
Free Online Workshop
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Trevor Project’s Lifeguard Workshop is a free online module that is designed to help educators support LGBTQ students. The website also offers classroom activities and other resources to supplement the training. The Children’s Bureau has created a one-page document that explains the vulnerabilities of this population and lists resources.
Children’s Safety Network (CSN) Webinar—June 29, 2016
From 1:00 to 2:00 p.m. CDT, the CSN will host Tribal Injury Prevention: Successes & Challenges from the Tribal Injury Prevention Cooperative Agreement Program (TIPCAP). The webinar will focus on the implementation/evaluation of the Indian Health Service (IHS) TIPCAP, which aimed to enhance the capacity of Tribes to build sustainable injury prevention programs from 2011 to 2015 in 9 IHS Areas.
Physical Education & Physical Activity
Safe Routes to School National Conference Online
Presentation slides from Intersections: Where Transportation and Health Meet may be accessed on the conference website. It was held in April 2016 over 3 days. 
Bicycle Safety and Education
Safe Routes to School National Partnership has conducted a review of curricula that not only teach children how to ride a bicycle but also how to practice safety.       Safe Route’s blog provides three research articles that document bike safety and skills training programs funded by Safe Routes to School. Ideas are also provided for adaptation of these programs into other communities.  
Nutrition Environment & Services
Child Nutrition Program Integrity
The comment period for the Proposed Rule issued by the Food and Nutrition Service has been extended from May 31 to July 7, 2016. The rule proposes to codify several provision of the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010 that affect the Child Nutrition Programs. The Regulations.gov website offers directions for submitting comments.
National Hunger Hotline (NHH)
For over a year, Hunger Free America has been operating the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA’s) NHH—a resource for individuals and families seeking information on how to obtain food. The USDA National Hunger Hotline staff connects callers with emergency food providers in their community, government assistance programs, and various social services. The NHH can be reached at 1-866-3-HUNGRY or 1-877-8-HAMBRE. During summer months, the hotline serves as a vital resource in some areas, connecting youth aged 18 and younger to approved meal sites. 
Health Services
Closing the Gap: Addressing Asthma Disparities in Schools 
AsthmaCommunityNetwork.org offers as a resource this webinar from May 2014. Two case studies are presented, one from the Los Angeles Unified School District and the other from the Pediatric/Adult Asthma Coalition of New Jersey, which involve leveraging school resources to address disparities and reduce absenteeism. 
Human Papillomavirus (HPV) Webinar
The Texas Area Health Education Center (AHEC) East is hosting You’re Key: HPV Cancer Prevention, a free, learner-paced webinar available until January 11, 2017. Led by 2 nurses, this continuing education activity is intended to improve delivery of HPV information, as well as patient and parent understanding of the HPV vaccine. 
Family Engagement
Texas State Parks Youth Art Contest
Kids aged 19 and younger may enter the “Get to Know” Texas State Parks Youth Art Contest by following three steps. Contestants must visit a state part, create an original work of art in one of five categories, and place the art on the Get to Know contest webpage. In addition to drawing/painting, artwork may include writing, video, music, or photography. The contest runs from May 1 to November 1, 2016. You may download the 2016 Get to Know Calendar, which features winning artwork from last year’s contest.
Quote to Note
“You are not the drop in the ocean, but the ocean in the drop.”
Deepak Chopra, physician and author
Become a Friday Beat subscriber by signing up on the Friday Beat webpage!
The articles and hyperlinks to external websites appearing in Friday Beat are intended to be informational and do not represent an endorsement by the Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS). Other websites may not be accessible to people with disabilities. External email addresses may also be provided as a courtesy. If you choose to correspond, please be advised that DSHS policies may not apply. For information about any of the programs listed, contact the sponsoring organization directly. For comments or questions about Friday Beat, email the School Health Program at schoolhealth@dshs.state.tx.us or call (512) 776-7279.
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