FOCUS GROUP TOPIC GUIDE 

Welcome and thank you in advance for agreeing to participate in our focus group today.  This focus group should take about _____ hour(s) to complete.  Afterwards we will enjoy refreshments and then pass out the gift card incentives.

Hello, my name is _______________and I am work for _______________ as ________________.  Our program is funded by the __________, who requires us to get community input whenever possible. One of the ways we do this is by speaking with other community members like yourselves and ask your opinion about how and why members of our community are engaging in behaviors that place them at risk for getting STDs and HIV.  This information will help us to plan more effective prevention programs for our area.  As a part of this planning process, we will be conducting several of these focus groups.  So, thank you for your participation.

Before we go any further, I would like to introduce ___________________ and _____________.  They are here to observe the focus group and to help write down your thoughts and ideas.  We will be recording this session.  If any one is uncomfortable with being recorded please let us know now. (Pause for responses.  If anyone is uncomfortable, ask one of the observers to speak with them outside.  Make sure to thank them for coming, give them an incentive and escort them out.)

What you have to say is extremely important and will help us to plan more effective prevention programs.  We ask that you only use your first name and that can be a made-up name if you like.  Everything you say in this room will be held in strictest of confidence.  You are encouraged to speak openly and freely.  We hope that you will be completely honest in your responses.  No one is here to judge you or anything you might say.  We ask that everyone be respectful of each other and their opinions.  We can agree to disagree.  However, we do ask that you follow the ground rules we have established:

· If you have a cell phone, please turn it off during this group or to silent/vibrate.

· We ask that you not share any responses outside of this discussion.

· Be respectful of others and their opinions.

· Raise your hand and wait to be called on to speak.

· One person speak at a time (for recording purposes and to help observers)

· We ask that everyone participate in the discussion.

· Speak openly and freely.

· Enjoy the conversation.

There may come a time when I may have to redirect the group even though you may have more to say on a particular topic.  If this happens, please do not take this personally or as an indication that we do not care about what you have to say.

Are there any questions before we begin?

Ok, I am now turning on the recorder.

