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specific identification of regional lymph nodes to assist you in coding this field.

Note: This table is also available in the Quick Reference, Standard Tables Section.

CODE DESCRIPTION DEFINITION

0 None No regional lymph node surgery. No lymph nodes
found in the pathologic specimen. Diagnosed at
autopsy.

1 Biopsy or aspiration of Biopsy or aspiration of regional lymph node(s)
regional lymph nodes, NOS regardless of the extent of involvement.

2 Sentinel lymph node biopsy Biopsy of the first lymph node or nodes that drain a
(only) defined area of tissue within the body. Sentinel node(s)

are identified by the injection of a dye or radio label at
the site of the primary tumor.

3 Number of regional lymph Sampling or dissection of regional lymph node(s) and
nodes removed unknown or the number of nodes removed is unknown or not stated.
not stated; regional lymph The procedure is not specified as sentinel lymph node
nodes removed, NOS biopsy.

4 1-3 regional lymph nodes Sampling or dissection of regional lymph node(s) with
removed fewer than four lymph nodes found in the specimen.

The procedure is not specified as sentinel node biopsy.

5 4 or more regional lymph Sampling or dissection of regional lymph nodes with at
nodes removed least four lymph nodes found in the specimen. The

procedure is not specified as sentinel node biopsy.

6 Sentinel lymph node biopsy Code 2 was performed in a single surgical procedure
and code 3, 4, or 5 at same with code 3, 4, or 5; or code 2 and 3, 4, or 5 were
time, or timing not stated performed, but timing was not stated in patient record.

7 Sentinel node biopsy and code | Code 2 was followed in a subsequent surgical event by
3, 4, or 5 at different times procedures coded as 3, 4, or 5.

9 Unknown or not applicable It is unknown whether regional lymph node surgery

was performed; death certificate-only; for lymphomas
with a lymph node primary site; an unknown or ill-
defined primary; or for hematopoietic,
reticuloendothelial, immunoproliferative, or
myeloproliferative disease.

Examples:

a. Patient has a radical neck dissection and the number of lymph nodes removed is not

stated. The appropriate code would be 3.

b. The patient has modified radical mastectomy with sentinel lymph node biopsy and
axillary lymph node dissection. The final diagnosis is infiltrating ductal carcinoma with
2/12 axillary lymph nodes positive. The appropriate code would be 6, sentinel lymph
node biopsy and code 3, 4, or 5 at same time, or timing not stated.
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