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This Digest is provided by the Cardiovascular Health and Wellness Program at the Texas Department of State Health Services in support of the Texas CVD and Stroke Partnership. If you did not receive this Digest as a subscriber and would like to subscribe, please visit http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/wellness/partnershipdigest.shtm and click on Sign Up for E-mail Updates in the top right corner of the page.  Information about educational opportunities, resources, tools, and reports is compiled from national, state, and local partners. The Digest does not reflect endorsements by DSHS or the Partnership.
The National Heart Disease and Stroke Prevention Program also distributes a monthly news E-Bulletin that connects you to the latest reports and resources for CVD and stroke. You can download this bulleting from our website at http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/wellness/partnershipdigest.shtm.
REPORTS and DATA
CDC’s Division for Heart Disease and Stroke Prevention asked the Institute of Medicine (IOM) to bring together an expert committee to review available public health strategies for reducing and controlling hypertension in the U.S. population, including both science-based and practice-based knowledge. Read more about this report, A Population-Based Policy and Systems Change Approach to Prevent and Control Hypertension, at http://www.cdc.gov/bloodpressure/hypertension_iom.htm.
The County Health Rankings—the first set of reports to rank the overall health of every county in all 50 states—were released recently by the University of Wisconsin’s Population Health Institute and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. Visit www.countyhealthrankings.org to see how healthy your county is and compare it with others in your state.

American Heart Association notes year’s top research for heart disease and stroke

http://americanheart.mediaroom.com/index.php?s=43&item=914 

Evidence-based care and outcomes improve at Get With The Guidelines®-Stroke hospitals: findings from the first 1 million patients http://www.informz.net/heart/archives/archive_950564.html 
The Chronic Disease Indicators (CDI) is a cross-cutting set of 90 indicators that were developed by consensus and that allows states and territories to uniformly define, collect, and report chronic disease data that are important to public health practice and available at the state level. In addition to providing access to state-specific indicator data, the CDI web site serves as a gateway to additional information and data resources. http://apps.nccd.cdc.gov/cdi. 
You can read the U.S. Surgeon General's new report, The Surgeon General’s Vision for a Healthy and Fit Nation 2010, at http://www.surgeongeneral.gov/library/obesityvision/obesityvision2010.pdf.
The Partnership for a Healthier America was announced at the White House as First Lady Michelle Obama unveiled her Let’s Move campaign to reverse the country’s epidemic of childhood obesity within a generation. New Organization Will Accelerate National Movement to Reverse Childhood Obesity. Independent, Nonpartisan Organization Will Bring Together Public, Private and Nonprofit Leaders and Track Their Commitments. 
Hypertension Highlights: Blood Pressure Targets, Global Risk Factors, and Diabetes -- the Latest Data Are not Encouraging. Linda Brookes Good, MSc. http://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/715584?src=mp&spon=17&uac=122388MJ 
RESOURCES, TOOLS, EVIDENCE BASED PROGRAMS / PRACTICES

Visit CDC's Healthy Communities Program Web site for community resources and other helpful information: www.cdc.gov/HealthyCommunitiesProgram
Local governments and other community-based organizations can share the costs and responsibilities of opening school property to the public after hours through joint use agreements. Public Health Law & Policy has just released a tool kit, Opening School Grounds to the Community, that helps communities and school districts work together to develop joint use agreements increasing access to recreational facilities on school grounds. To access this tool kit, visit http://www.phlpnet.org/healthy-planning/products/joint_use_toolkit?utm_campaign=Now%20Available%3A%20Toolkit%20for%20Opening%20School%20Grounds%20to%20the%20Community&utm_content=ldk7@cdc.gov&utm_medium=Email&utm_source=VerticalResponse&utm_term=this%20toolkit.
CANews is an email newsletter highlighting news, research and information about health and human services in Austin and Travis County.  Visit http://caction.org/ and click on the "Subscribe to our Newsletter" button to begin receiving CANews. The newsletter often contains national reports of interest to Texans outside of Austin/Travis County. 
Care Management of Patients with Complex Health Care Needs. Bodenheimer TS and Berry-Millett R in The Synthesis Project, Issue 19, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, December 16, 2009. Given that health care spending for people with five or more chronic conditions is 17 times higher than for those without them, health policy experts are looking toward care management as a means to improve quality and control costs for patients with complex health care needs. A new report from Robert Wood Johnson Foundation’s Synthesis Project explores the various care management programs which seek to reduce costs and enhance quality for people with complex health care needs. http://www.rwjf.org/qualityequality/product.jsp?id=52372 
Visit http://www.sophe.org/2009_Annual_Mtg.cfm to see presentations and hear audio recordings from the Society for Public Health Education's 60th Annual Meeting held November 5-7, 2009, in Philadelphia. These include a CDC Healthy Communities Program presentation, The Impact of Sustainability for Program Capacity, at http://www.sophe.org/Sophe/PDF/2009%20AM%20presentations/IIIB/Impact.pdf.
The goal of the National Latino Tobacco Control Network (NLTCN) is to reduce tobacco-use disparities, associated premature deaths and disabilities among Hispanic/Latino (H/L) populations by creating a Network of community-based organizations, advocates, and public health experts in H/L communities to support evidence-based policies/practices in the areas of comprehensive policies, advocacy, prevention, cessation and exposure to secondhand smoke.

The National Latino Tobacco Control Network has been funded by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) through a five year cooperative agreement as part of the National Network Initiatives. The National Latino Tobacco Control Network (NLTCN) started operating in July 2008. The Network disseminates a newsletter full of articles and reports regarding tobacco control among the Latino population. http://www.latinotobaccocontrol.org  
Web cast of the TMA Winter Conference - Health Care Disparities. http://www.ustream.tv/recorded/4323466 
The Department of State Health Services (DSHS) Funding Alert is published weekly. If you wish to subscribe to the Funding Information Center Funding Alert and other services, please call (512) 458-7111 ext. 6483 or fill out our online subscription form which can be found at: https://webds.dshs.state.tx.us/fic/subscribe.htm
EDUCATION AND TRAINING

Grantseeking 1: Navigating the Proposal Process
SPONSOR: Center for Nonprofit Management
WHEN: March 2, 9 am to 12:30 pm.
WHERE: Center for Nonprofit Management, 2902 Floyd Street, (Dallas, TX).
DESCRIPTION: This is the first in a three-part series made up of Grantseeking 1, Grantseeking 2, and Writing the Case Statement Clinic. To get the most out of your learning, it is best taken as a series. Grantseeking 1 remains one of the Center’s most popular workshops, valuable for both beginners and those wishing to review the fundamentals of seeking grants. This practical class covers: how to prepare to seek grants; types of foundations and grants; and the basics of public and private sector research and grant seeking. 
COST: $60 members / $90 non-members.
CONTACT: Register online at http://www.cnmdallas.org or call (214) 826-3470 ext. 239.
From Center for Nonprofit Management e-mail, 2/16/10[image: image1.png]



Grant Writing & Library Research
SPONSOR: Center for Nonprofit Management
WHEN: March 9, 10 am to 2 pm.
WHERE: Dallas Public Library, 1515 Young Street, (Dallas, TX).
DESCRIPTION: Attendees receive an on-site, hands-on, introduction to using the research resources at the Library for finding potential funders. In addition, the session will focus on how to develop an effective case for support, as well as the actual writing and packaging of one's request. 
COST: $75 members / $100 non-members.
CONTACT: Register online at http://www.cnmdallas.org or call (214) 826-3470 ext. 239.
From Center for Nonprofit Management e-mail, 2/16/10[image: image2.png]



The Key to Their Hearts: The Indispensable Role of the Primary Care Clinician in the Management of Patients Post-MI CME. Peter P. Toth, MD, PhD, FAAFP, FICA, FNLA, FAHA, FCCP, FACC; John A. McPherson, MD, FACC, FSCAI

CME Released: 02/12/2010; Valid for credit through 02/12/2011. This activity is designed for primary care clinicians, registered nurses, and other healthcare professionals interested in the 
management of patients with acute coronary syndromes. http://cme.medscape.com/viewarticle/714272?src=cmemp&uac=122388MJ 

CT More Accurate Than MRI for Ruling out Coronary Artery Disease CME 

News Author: Michael O'Riordan, CME Author: Laurie Barclay, MD

CME Released: 02/05/2010; Valid for credit through 02/05/2011

This article is intended for primary care clinicians, cardiologists, radiologists, and other specialists caring for patients at risk for or with suspected coronary artery disease. http://cme.medscape.com/viewarticle/716521?src=cmemp&uac=122388MJ 
Tobacco Use and Dependence: An Updated Review of Treatments CME/CE 

CME/CE Released: 12/08/2008; Reviewed and Renewed: 01/26/2010; Valid for credit through 01/26/2011. This activity is intended to meet the needs of all professionals who provide healthcare to tobacco users. This includes physicians, nurses, nurse practitioners, physician assistants, medical assistants, dentists, hygienists, respiratory therapists, psychologists, social workers, substance abuse counselors, mental health counselors, pharmacists, and others.

http://cme.medscape.com/viewprogram/17710?src=cmemp&uac=122388MJ 

Prehospital ECG Speeds STEMI Patients' Route to Cath Lab CME. News Author: Reed Miller, CME Author: Charles P. Vega, MD. CME Released: 01/29/2010; Valid for credit through 01/29/2011 This article is intended for primary care clinicians, emergency medicine specialists, cardiologists, and other specialists who care for patients with myocardial infarction.

http://cme.medscape.com/viewarticle/716099?src=cmemp&uac=122388MJ 

 Save the Date: One of the oldest, largest, and most respected conferences on culturally and linguistically appropriate health services, this meeting will feature:
· Keynote addresses from national leaders speaking during general plenary sessions on the latest trends, practices, and policies; 

· Over 100 presenters in 3 days of main conference workshops; 

· Preconference training sessions on language services, cultural competence training, cross cultural ethics, and policy development.

October 18-21, 2010, Renaissance Baltimore Harborplace, Baltimore, MD
For more information, please visit http://www.diversityrxconference.org or contact Amanda Conway at aconway@texashealthinstitute.org or 512-279-3907.
2010 Michael & Susan Dell Lectureship in Child Health And Social and Environmental Solutions to Obesity Conference 
March 17, 2010 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Joe C. Thompson Conference Center, 
University of Texas at Austin Campus. http://www.sph.uth.tmc.edu/dellhealthyliving/childhealthlectureship 
FUNDING AVAILABLE
Healthy Environments Grants
SOURCE: Kresge Foundation
APPLICATION DEADLINE: Letters of inquiry are accepted on an ongoing basis. Links to the "Application Process" and "Apply Online" pages are at http://www.kresge.org/index.php/what/healthy_environments/.
$ AVAILABLE: The size and duration of awards will vary based upon the nature and scope of proposed projects. Grantseekers may request funds ranging from $100,000 to $750,000 for project periods of up to three years. Organizations also may also choose to apply for a one-year strategic planning grant. ELIGIBILITY: Please see URL for eligibility information.
PURPOSE: Healthy Environments aims to improve the health and well being of vulnerable children from low-income families by making the places they live, learn, and play safe and supportive of overall good health. Funding priorities are clean air, safe and healthy housing and schools, and safe, accessible, and inviting outdoor play spaces – all advanced with community engagement, citizen leadership, and cross-sector alliances.
CONTACT: For general questions, please e-mail the Grants Inquiry Coordinator at http://www.kresge.org/index.php/contact_us/form/ or call (248) 643.9630. For more information see http://www.kresge.org/index.php/what/healthy_environments/
Next Generation Nutrition Grants
SOURCE: The Dannon Company
APPLICATION DEADLINE: 3/31/10.
$ AVAILABLE: Four grants of $30,000 each.
ELIGIBILITY: To qualify for funding, organizations must be designated as 501(c)(3) nonprofit organizations and must already be engaged in a nutrition education program for children up to age 18, or be able to launch such an initiative in 2010. 
PURPOSE: Dannon will award grants to four nonprofits for programs that support childhood nutrition education and promote healthy eating habits among children within each of the four communities where a Dannon facility is located -— Salt Lake County, Utah; Tarrant County, Texas; Westchester County, New York; and Shelby, Mercer, Darke, and Auglaize counties in Ohio. CONTACT: Please see URL for contact information. For more information see http://www.dannon.com/dannoncares_dannon_Institute.aspx

Active Living Research and New Connections Grant Opportunities
SOURCE: Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF)
APPLICATION DEADLINE: 4/14/10.
$ AVAILABLE: Approximately $2.6 million in total funds will be awarded for grants on specified research topics, dissertation awards, and New Connections grants.
ELIGIBILITY: Preference will be given to applicants that are either public entities or nonprofit organizations that are tax-exempt under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Applicant organizations must be based in the United States or its territories.
PURPOSE: A program of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, Active Living Research supports research to inform policy and environmental strategies for increasing physical activity among children and adolescents, decreasing their sedentary behaviors, and preventing obesity. The program places special emphasis on strategies with the potential to reach children and youths between the ages of 3 and 18 who are at highest risk for obesity — African American, 
Latino, American Indian, Alaska Native, Asian American, and Pacific Islander children, as well as children who live in under resourced and lower-income communities. 
CONTACT: Amanda Wilson, (619) 260-5538, e-mail: awilson@projects.sdsu.edu. For more information see http://www.rwjf.org/applications/solicited/cfp.jsp?ID=21041

Small Health Care Provider Quality Improvement: HRSA-10-045 
SOURCE: Health Resources & Services Administration (HRSA)
APPLICATION DEADLINE: 3/15/10.
$ AVAILABLE: $6 million for 60 awards.
ELIGIBILITY: Please see URL for complete eligibility requirements.
PURPOSE: The purpose of the Small Health Care Provider Quality Improvement Grant (SHCPQI) is to assist rural providers with the implementation of quality improvement strategies, while improving patient care and chronic disease outcomes. 
CONTACT: Elizabeth Rezaizadeh, (301) 443-4107, e-mail: erezai@hrsa.gov. For more information see https://grants.hrsa.gov/webExternal/FundingOppDetails.asp?FundingCycleId=54C135B6-2D9A-4F47-8E4A-38539020DD12&ViewMode=EU&GoBack=&PrintMode=&OnlineAvailabilityFlag=&pageNumber=&version=&NC=&Popup=

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Invites Proposals for Communities Creating Healthy Environments: Improving Access to Healthy Foods and Safe Places to Play in Communities of Color. 
Communities Creating Healthy Environments is a national program of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation that aims to prevent childhood obesity by increasing access to healthy foods and safe places to play in communities of color. The program is designed to advance RWJF's efforts to reverse the childhood obesity epidemic by 2015 by supporting diverse, community-based organizations and federally chartered tribal nations in the development and implementation of effective, culturally competent policy initiatives to address childhood obesity at the local level. Eligible applicants must have a track record of at least two years of successful community organizing and policy advocacy to address health-related problems in communities of color. Both the leadership and membership or constituencies of any applicant organization should reflect the communities they seek to serve. Youth-led organizing groups and community-based groups with youth-organizing components are strongly encouraged to apply. 

Applicants must secure a cash match of at least 10 percent of RWJF funding for the grant period. Organizations that currently receive funding from an entity or subsidiary that markets low-nutrition food and/or beverage products to youth are not eligible to apply.

Awards will be up to $250,000 per site for up to ten communities nationwide. Grants are for a three-year period scheduled to commence in October 2010. Online proposal applications will be accepted on a rolling basis until October 28, 2010. 

NEWS FROM AND ABOUT OUR PARTNERS 
Request for Applications for the 2010 National Award for Smart Growth Achievement

Applications are now being accepted for the 2010 National Award for Smart Growth Achievement. This competition is open to public- and private-sector entities that have successfully used smart growth principles to improve communities environmentally, socially, and economically. The application period is open from February 8, 2010 to April 5, 2010. Up to five awards will be given in the following categories:

        Programs, Policies, and Regulations

        Smart Growth and Green Building

        Civic Places

        Rural Smart Growth

        Overall Excellence

More information at http://www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/awards, or see attached
announcement.

TARC Research Update...A lab directed by Christie Ballantyne, M.D., at Baylor

College of Medicine has produced data that will allow the TARC to investigate how risk factors for heart disease such as hyperlipademia and hyperinsulinemia impact

the development of Alzheimer’s disease. Together with the work of Valory Pavlik, Ph.D., these studies may also help to determine why diabetic patients are more susceptible to

Alzheimer’s disease.

The Nurse Oncology Education Program is conducting a needs assessment survey in order to best design and develop future educational offerings. All nurses may participate in the five-minute survey, and participants have the chance to win one of three $100 cash awards. Winners will be selected and notified by April 15, 2010.



Disclaimer: Content is selected solely on the basis of newsworthiness and potential interest to readers. DSHS assumes no responsibility for the factual accuracy of the items presented. The selection, omission, or content of items does not imply any endorsement or other position taken by DSHS. Opinions expressed by the original authors of these items, or persons quoted therein, are strictly their own and are in no way meant to represent the official position of DSHS. References to products, trade names, publications, news sources, and non-DSHS Web sites are provided solely for informational purposes and do not imply endorsement. 
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