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This Digest is provided by the Cardiovascular Disease and Stroke Program at the Texas Department of State Health Services in support of the Texas CVD and Stroke Partnership. If you did not receive this Digest as a subscriber and would like to subscribe, please visit http://wwwstage.dshs.state.tx.us/wellness/partnershipdigest.shtm.  Information about educational opportunities, resources, tools, and reports is compiled from national, state, and local partners. The Digest does not reflect endorsements by DSHS or the Partnership.

NEWS FROM AND ABOUT OUR PARTNERS 

Marcie Wilson RN, BSN, Partnership Chair and Stroke Outreach Coordinator for the Seton Healthcare Family Brain and Spine Center, has acquired two new positions;

Marcie is a member of the American Heart Association Board of Directors Southwest Affiliate, Chair of the AHA Health Equity Committee (Texas, Oklahoma, New Mexico, Arkansas, Colorado, Wyoming), and is on the American Stroke Association Advisory Committee.

Maria Benedict, Coordinator of the Heart & Stroke Healthy City Program, will be hosting a HSHC Liaison Workshop for city liaisons from the 2010 HSHC program on Friday, August 5, 2011. Cities that are participating are: Abilene, Denton, Laredo, Beaumont, Lufkin, Texarkana, Brownsville, Wichita Falls, Lubbock, McAllen, and Waco. (Amarillo will not be attending and there was no liaison from Corpus Christi). A funding specialist will provide information on funding opportunities, professors from Texas A & M will teach the liaisons how to appraise public health research to create effective interventions and outcomes and most importantly, the liaisons will be networking and sharing their cities’ HSHC successes and barriers.

DSHS CVD and Stroke Program

 Texas CVD and Stroke Partnership
· The Partnership held a successful Steering Committee meeting on June 29th, 2011 during which attendees had the opportunity to work one on one with their Goal Committees, and Goal Committee Chairs had an opportunity to share what their Goal Committees have been working on since the last videoconference meeting held on May 5th, 2011. The meeting was attended by 21 Steering Committee members, and 18 organizations were represented.
Texas CVD and Stroke Council

· The Texas Council on Cardiovascular Disease and Stroke is looking for three new members. The governor-appointed council meets four times each year in Austin, and holds additional meetings as necessary.

To be considered for appointment, applicants must be one of the following: 
· A licensed physician employed in a primary care setting

· A member from the general public that has or cares for persons with cardiovascular disease or stroke 
· A person with experience and training in public health policy, research, or practice

COUNCIL RESPONSIBILITIES

Council member duties include, but are not limited to: 

· Developing a plan to reduce the burden of cardiovascular disease and stroke in this state.  

· Conducting and promoting health education, public awareness, and community outreach activities that relate to primary and secondary prevention of cardiovascular disease and stroke;

· Collaboration with other health care entities (public and private) across the state to increase awareness, recommend standards of care, reduce disparities in treatment and provide guidance regarding the roles of organizations, businesses, public entities, schools and individuals in regards to prevention and awareness of CVD and stroke.

· With the assistance of the Texas CVD and Stroke Program, reporting Council activities and expenditure of funds to the Governor, Lieutenant Governor and Speaker of the House annually.

A complete list of Council responsibilities can be found at http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/HS/htm/HS.93.htm#93.051
APPOINTMENT RESTRICTIONS

Council member appointments are subject to restrictions. Applicants (or their spouses) must not fall under any of the following categories: 

· Employees, owners or controlling partners in the management of a business entity or other organization receiving funds at the Council's direction.

· Recipients of a substantial amount of tangible goods, services, or funds from the department at the Council's direction.

· A person who is required to register as a lobbyist under Chapter 305, Government Code, may not serve as a member of the Council.

· An officer, employee, or paid consultant of a trade association in the field of health care may not be a member or employee of the Council.  

The complete list of restrictions can be found at: http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/HS/htm/HS.93.htm#93.007
FOR MORE INFORMATION

Council members are selected and appointed by the Governor's Office. For more information about the appointment process, please visit http://governor.state.tx.us/appointments/
If you are interested, or if you have additional questions, please feel free to contact Tom Stephan, Texas CVD & Stroke Council Support, at thomas.stephan@dshs.state.tx.us
 CVD and Stroke Program Data Users Group

· Researchers, data users, and stakeholders were invited to participate in a data users group designed to identify and address the data needs to prioritize heart disease and stroke prevention and control activities.  

· The first meeting was successfully held on March 30th, 2011 during which members had the opportunity to share their CVD-related work and discuss their data needs.  The first meeting resulted in three action items: 

· Members were provided a list of available data resources that can be useful for their work. 

· Compile members’ information for networking and collaboration for distribution to the group. 

· Dr. McNeal’s PowerPoint presentation on the Cardiovascular Research Network (CVRN) study on trends in hospitalized stroke was sent out to the group.

· The second meeting was successfully held on June 28th, 2011 to discuss ways to improve content and presentation of available data in the next Burden Report on Cardiovascular Disease and Stroke in Texas.  The members requested additional information on tobacco use be included.
Texas Salt Reduction Collaborative

· The Texas SALT reduction Collaborative held its kick-off meeting on May 26th , 2011 at the Commons conference facility in Austin, Texas. The meeting was attended by 16 individuals including professionals from Texas Department of Criminal Justice, DSHS Chronic Disease Branch, HEB, Texas Restaurant Association, American Heart Association, Texas Association of Local Health Officials and San Antonio Metropolitan Health District. There were a total of 13 different organization represented at the meeting. The meeting proved to be a great opportunity for those in attendance to network and share the sodium reduction initiatives that they are working on in their organizations. Dr. Vince Fonseca, Director of Medical Informatics at Intellica Corporation and a member of the Texas Medical Association, gave a very informative presentation entitled “ Decreasing the Health Impact of Salt in Texas”. The attendees also reviewed the most current sodium research, reviewed current successful reduction initiatives, and discussed new stakeholders to invite to future meetings. 

REPORTS and DATA

Surveillance of Health Status in Minority Communities — Racial and Ethnic Approaches to Community Health Across the U.S. (REACH U.S.) Risk Factor Survey, United States, 2009

CDC conducts the Racial and Ethnic Approaches to Community Health across the U.S. (REACH U.S.) Risk Factor Survey annually in minority communities. The survey focuses on black, Hispanic, Asian (including Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander), and American Indian populations. Residents in most of the minority communities surveyed continue to have lower socioeconomic status, greater barriers to health-care access, and greater risks for and burden of disease compared with the general populations living in the same metropolitan and micropolitan statistical area, county, or state. Substantial variations in prevalence of risk factors, chronic conditions, and use of preventive services among different minority populations and different communities within the same racial/ethnic population provide opportunities for public health intervention. These variations also indicate that different priorities are needed to eliminate health disparities for different communities
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/ss6006a1.htm?s_cid=ss6006a1_e&source=govdelivery
Geographic and Sociodemographic Disparities in Drive Times to Joint Commission–Certified Primary Stroke Centers in North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia

Khan JA, Casper M, Asimos AW, Clarkson L, Enright D, Fehrs LJ, et al. Geographic and sociodemographic disparities in drive times to Joint Commission–certified primary stroke centers in North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia. Prev Chronic Dis 2011;8(4):A79. http://www.cdc.gov/pcd/issues/2011/jul/10_0178.htm. 

Racial/Ethnic and Socioeconomic Disparities in Health-Related Quality of Life Among People With Coronary Heart Disease, 2007

Hayes DK, Greenlund KJ, Denney CH, Neyer JR, Croft JB, Keenan NL. Racial/ethnic and socioeconomic disparities in health-related quality of life among people with coronary heart disease, 2007. Prev Chronic Dis 2011;8(4):A78. http://www.cdc.gov/pcd/issues/2011/jul/10_0124.htm. 

Fast-Food Consumption and Obesity Among Michigan Adults

Anderson B, Rafferty AP, Lyon-Callo S, Fussman C, Imes G. Fast-food consumption and obesity among Michigan adults. Prev Chronic Dis 2011;8(4):A71. http://www.cdc.gov/pcd/issues/2011/jul/10_0186.htm. 

Effect of School District Policy Change on Consumption of Sugar-Sweetened Beverages Among High School Students, Boston, Massachusetts, 2004-2006

Cradock AL, McHugh A, Mont-Ferguson H, Grant L, Barrett JL, Wang C, et al. Effect of school district policy change on consumption of sugar-sweetened beverages among high school students, Boston, Massachusetts, 2004-2006. Prev Chronic Dis 2011;8(4):A74. http://www.cdc.gov/pcd/issues/2011/jul/10_0149.htm.

A Qualitative Examination of the Role of Small, Rural Worksites in Obesity Prevention

Escoffery C, Kegler MC, Alcantara I, Wilson M, Glanz K. A qualitative examination of the role of small, rural worksites in obesity prevention. Prev Chronic Dis 2011;8(4):A75. http://www.cdc.gov/pcd/issues/2011/jul/10_0185.htm. 

Clean Indoor Air Regulation and Incidence of Hospital Admissions for Acute Coronary Syndrome in Kanawha County, West Virginia
Gupta R, Luo J, Anderson RH, Ray A. Clean indoor air regulation and incidence of hospital admissions for acute coronary syndrome in Kanawha County, West Virginia. Prev Chronic Dis 2011;8(4):A77.                                                                             http://www.cdc.gov/pcd/issues/2011/jul/10_0200.htm. 

In the ‘Stroke Belt,’ Erosion of Memory Is More Likely Too                                                          NY Times, 7/4/2011, by Pam Belluck                                                                                                                           People in a large area of the American South have long been known to have more strokes and to be more likely to die from them than people living elsewhere in the country. http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07/05/health/05stroke.html?_r=1&hpw
RESOURCES, TOOLS, EVIDENCE BASED PROGRAMS / PRACTICES

The Robert Wood Foundation- Comparing Health Care Quality: A National Directory
A new interactive map posted on RWJF.org today shows the growing strength of the movement to measure and report on the quality of health care in the U.S. See the press release and map . The tool is designed to make it easy to find reliable information on the care that hospitals and 
physicians deliver. The directory links to 197 free and publicly available reports in 46 states, as well as 27 reports with information on the performance of physicians and hospitals nationwide.

http://www.rwjf.org/qualityequality/product.jsp?id=71857
ACHIEVE (Action Communities for Health, Innovation, and Environmental Change)  Webinar Archive

Policy webinars – short recorded audio productions with slides – support the work of ACHIEVE communities across the nation. Click the links below to hear the audio files and view the slides or right-click your mouse and “Save link as” on your computer or MP3 player.

http://www.achievecommunities.org/resources/webinars.cfm
CDC Social Media: Preparedness 101: Zombie Apocalypse 
There are all kinds of emergencies out there that we can prepare for. Take a zombie apocalypse for example. That’s right, I said z-o-m-b-i-e a-p-o-c-a-l-y-p-s-e. You may laugh now, but when it happens you’ll be happy you read this, and hey, maybe you’ll even learn a thing or two about how to prepare for a real emergency. http://emergency.cdc.gov/socialmedia/zombies.asp
In the First Place: Community Prevention’s Promise to Advance Health and Equity
Prevention Institite, April 2011, Erica Valdovinos, Larry Cohen, Sana Chehimi

http://www.preventioninstitute.org/component/jlibrary/article/download/id-660/127.html
Dietary Guidelines for Americans, 2010
Released January 31, 2011
The Dietary Guidelines are jointly issued and updated every 5 years by the Departments of Agriculture (USDA) and Health and Human Services (HHS). They provide authoritative advice for Americans ages 2 and older about consuming fewer calories, making informed food choices, and being physically active to attain and maintain a healthy weight, reduce risk of chronic disease, and promote overall health.

http://www.choosemyplate.gov/guidelines/index.html
http://www.choosemyplate.gov/
http://www.choosemyplate.gov/professionals/index.html
EDUCATION AND TRAINING

Events 

Webinar--Protecting Prevention in the Affordable Care Act: Sharing the Evidence, Putting Leadership & Resources into Action                                                                                                                                  Wednesday, July 27 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Pacific Daylight Time, 2:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Eastern Daylight Time
Prevention funding continues to remain vulnerable, and it is more important than ever that prevention advocates work together to highlight the importance of community prevention. The American Public Health Association, PolicyLink, Prevention Institute, Public Health Institute and Trust for America's Health invite you to join in a discussion on key strategies, tools and resources that communities can use to elevate the success of community prevention efforts and to educate legislators on the importance of maintaining resources for community prevention and wellness. Please join us for this interactive Web Forum.
Click here to register

NAPWA 2011 National Healthy Living Summit                                            http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/fic/al22-6-1.shtm#L
New Database to Assist Linking Unfunded Research Projects with Funding Sources                                                                               http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/fic/al22-6-1.shtm#A
Federal Grant Writing                                                                                   http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/fic/al22-6-4.shtm#S
Strategic Planning                                                                                    http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/fic/al22-6-3.shtm#P
AFP Webinar: Building Relationships that Pay Off                            http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/fic/al22-6-3.shtm#R
Board Essentials                                                                                http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/fic/al22-6-2.shtm#N
FUNDING AVAILABLE

Public Funding Opportunities 
Health Center Cluster-Service Area Competition: HRSA-12-087 
(This is a companion grant to HRSA-12-088, HRSA-12-089, HRSA-12-102, HRSA-12-105, HRSA-12-106, HRSA-12-107, HRSA-12-110.)                                                   http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/fic/al22-6-4.shtm#D
Reducing the Impact of Hypertension in Low and Middle Income Countries (U01): RFA-HL-12-027                                                                                                                http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/fic/al22-6-1.shtm#H
Private Funding Opportunities 
Aetna Foundation and Health 2.0 Announce Developer Challenge to Help Health Experts in Obesity Field Make Better Use of Government Data               http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/fic/al22-6-4.shtm#P
Healthy Kids, Healthy Families                                                                 http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/fic/al22-6-1.shtm#K
Premier Cares Award

The Premier Cares Award, created by Monroe E. Trout, M.D., and first presented in 1992, spotlights innovative programs that help the medically underserved and focuses attention on the need to support and replicate such efforts. The award also underscores the values that represent the core beliefs of Premier owner healthcare systems. The Cares Award recognizes innovative not-for-profit programs that serve medically disadvantaged populations and support community-based health status improvement efforts.                                       http://www.premierinc.com/about/mission/social-responsibility/cares/faq.jsp
To view additional public health funding opportunities not listed in the Digest please visit the DSHS Funding Information Center at http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/fic/default.shtm
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