
 
Memorandum  

           
TO:  WIC Regional Directors      #08-131 
 WIC Local Agency Directors 
 
FROM:  Linda Brumble, Unit Manager (Original Signed) 
  Nutrition Education/Clinic Services Unit 
  Nutrition Services Section  
 
DATE: October 3, 2008 
 
SUBJECT: Guidance before issuing a breast pump to evacuees or other victims of Hurricane 

Ike 
 
This memo is to serve as guidance to all local agencies impacted by Hurricane Ike.  Please refer 
to this memo before issuing a breast pump to evacuees or other victims of Hurricane Ike. 
 
Breast pumps can be issued to any breastfeeding WIC participant affected by Hurricane Ike as 
long as they are currently enrolled as a WIC participant at any clinic in the State of Texas.  To 
expedite appointments, the state agency recommends minimal screening when determining the 
participant’s reasons for needing or wanting a breast pump.  However, it is essential that WIC 
staff assess the mother’s access to electricity before issuing her a breast pump.  It is not 
necessary to transfer the participant to your site, as long as you have proof of current enrollment. 
 
Manual Pumps 
Manual pumps can be issued to breastfeeding participants who do not have access to electricity.  
An electric pump can be issued at a later date if the evacuee finds housing with electricity.  If an 
evacuee was issued an electric breast pump at a previous appointment, but is now without 
electricity, the local agency should issue her a manual pump.  
 
Electric Pumps 
Multi-user electric pumps can be loaned to evacuees if they are separated from their infant or if 
the infant is not yet breastfeeding successfully.  However, it is recommended that single-user 
electric pumps be issued in place of the multi-user pumps unless the displaced evacuee is living 
with family at a permanent address in the area. 
 
Both the multi-user and single-user pumps have the same vacuum specifications, but the single-
user motor will wear out faster than the multi-user motor.  Inform participants that if the pump 
loses any vacuum power, it can be replaced at any local WIC agency as long as it is still under 
warranty (Purely Yours- received by the local agency after November 2007- warranty length is 1 
year from date of issuance). 
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PedalPumps 
Medela PedalPumps and the kits to accommodate them can also be purchased to accommodate 
WIC participants without electricity.  The pumps are easily operated using the large muscles of 
the upper leg.  They allow moms to double-pump, and are a great alternative for WIC 
participants who experience power outages for any reason.  
 
Local agencies that choose to purchase these pump should use the following guidelines. 
 
• Issue a Medela PedalPump only in power outage or disaster situations as they are not as 

effective at prolactin stimulation as a double electric for the majority of moms.  
• The pedal portion of the pump should be loaned out to participants similar to multi-user 

pumps and the milk collection kits should be given to moms.  
• Local agencies should use their own inventory logging and tracking methods for these 

pumps. 
 

Medela PedalPumps can be ordered using local agency lactation service funding or regular 
funding through your Medela sales representative or 1-800-435-8316.  If you are unsure of who 
your local agency’s sales representative is please refer to page 21 of your Breast Pump 
Procedures Manual or view it online at http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/wichd/bf/bfwicres.shtm. 
 
It is very important to record ALL pump issuances in your local agency’s pump inventory and 
include proper documentation with each issuance.  
 
If you have questions please contact Lindsey Randall, Nutrition Education Consultant, at (512) 
341-4594, or lindsey.randall@dshs.state.tx.us, or Tracy Erickson, WIC Breastfeeding 
Coordinator, at (512) 341-4521, or tracy.erickson@dshs.state.tx.us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.dshs.state.tx.us   
An Equal Employment Opportunity Employer 
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