Memorandum

#11-037

TO: WIC Regional Directors
WIC Local Agency Directors

FROM: Linda Brumble, Unit Manager
Nutrition Education/Clinic Services Unit
Nutrition Services Section

DATE: March 25, 2011

SUBJECT: Federal Income Tax Refunds and WIC Income Determination

The WIC Program will continue to exclude federal income tax refunds when calculating gross
income for the purpose of determining WIC income eligibility. This means the refund is not
counted as part of the household’s gross income even if the family puts the refund into savings.
The attached letter provides information regarding the treatment of federal income tax refunds
under a new law. Below is a summary:

Under the new law, federal tax refunds received during the period January 1,2010, to
December 31, 2012, must be disregarded as income (in the month received) and as resources
(for a period of 12 months) in programs funded in whole or in part with federal funds,
including those operated by states, localities, or others. The law is not retroactive, but it
applies as of the date of enactment. Thus, states must move expeditiously to implement the
provision.

If you have any questions please contact the IRM liaison for your agency at 877-341-4400 option
6, followed by option 4.
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