
 
Memorandum  

 
#15-107 

TO:  WIC Regional Directors     
  WIC Local Agency Directors 
 
FROM:  Amanda Hovis, Director    

Nutrition Education/Clinic Services Unit   
Nutrition Services Section 

 
DATE: October 16, 2015 
 
SUBJECT: Loving Support Award of Excellence 

 
The State Agency is pleased to announce that the Loving Support Award of Excellence application period 
is now open through December 11, 2015. The Loving Support Award of Excellence was developed to 
recognize and celebrate Local WIC agencies that provide exemplary breastfeeding programs and support 
services.    
 
Local WIC agencies that have operated a peer counseling program for at least one year, which meet all of 
the required core components of the FNS Loving Support© Model for a successful peer counseling 
program are eligible to apply.  The award is available at three levels of performance: Gold, Gold Premiere, 
and Gold Elite. This approach recognizes three groups of agencies that are demonstrating model practices, 
as well as those who are at varying stages of implementing exemplary breastfeeding promotion and support 
practices.  
 
More information and the link to apply are located at http://www.fns.usda.gov/wic/breastfeeding-
promotion-and-support-wic. We encourage all of our WIC agencies to thoroughly review the information 
on the website and apply. 
 
The State Agency will be holding a training to assist applicants in successfully completing applications. 
 
Award of Excellence Application Tips 
October 27, 9:00-10:00 a.m. (live training) 
 
Learning Objectives 
By the end of the training, participants will: 

• Understand the application process. 
• Be familiar with the FNS Public website and where the application is located. 
• Understand which award the Local Agency should be applying for based on the LS criteria. 
• Share with other Local Agencies about how to meet these standards of excellence. 
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Webinar Format 
The training will be an hour in length and will be recorded and offered on demand after the live training. 
 
Registration is located in the WIC Training Catalog –  
https://events-na12.adobeconnect.com/content/connect/c1/1281253038/en/events/catalog.html 
 
Prior to the training, participants are asked to log in to http://www.fns.usda.gov/wic/breastfeeding-
promotion-and-support-wic. to review the application. Please come to the training with any questions that 
you have about the process. 
 
If you have questions or require additional information, please contact Kristina Arrieta, Peer Counselor 
Coordinator, at (512)341-4593 or at kristina.arrieta@dshs.state.tx.us 
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