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WIC Vendor Survey for WIC Rulemaking Process

Attention: All WIC Vendor Stakeholders: This survey is voluntary.
If you choose to respond, please return it by July 15, 2008.

The DSHS WIC Program plans to propose an amendment to the rules in Chapter 31 of the Texas
Administrative Code, which concerns the Program’s standards and process for selecting allowable
WIC foods. State laws require us to prepare an economic impact statement that assesses the
potential impact of a proposed rule on persons impacted by the rule change. This applies to
changes where the DSHS WIC Program has discretion and which are not required by federal
mandate. In order to prepare our analysis we are surveying all currently authorized WIC vendors.

Background to the Rule Proposal

The United States Department of Agriculture issued an Interim Rule - Revisions in the WIC Food
Packages, mandating the addition of the following foods: infant fruits/vegetables and meats; fruits
and vegetables; soy-based beverages; tofu; and whole wheat bread/whole grain bread/other whole
processed grains as well as some changes to existing food categories such as adding other fish
options. The new foods will be issued to Texas WIC participants beginning August 1, 2009 on the
EBT card.

Vendor stakeholder meetings are being conducted by the state agency in fourteen cities around the
state to explain the food package changes and solicit input. These meetings commenced in March
2008 and will end in early September 2008. Letters are sent to contracted WIC Program grocers in
the counties surrounding each meeting site approximately 30-days before each meeting. A listing
showing the meeting locations and dates is posted on the WIC Vendor Web page which can be
accessed at the following website: http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/wichd/vo/bulletin.shtm

If you have any questions about the amendment to the rules in Chapter 31 of the Texas
Administrative Code or the attached survey, please contact Ray Krzesniak, Manager, Food
Issuance and Redemption Services Unit at (512) 341-4400, ext 2200 or 1-800-252-9629, ext 2200
or via email at Ray.Krzesniak@dshs.state.tx.us



http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/wichd/vo/bulletin.shtm

WIC Vendor Survey for WIC Rulemaking Process

Attention: All WIC Vendor Stakeholders: This survey is voluntary.
If you choose to respond, please return it by JuIy 15, 2008.

All vendors are considered “persons” who could be impacted by the rule change. However, in order to comply
with the state laws on this matter, we must classify each vendor according to type of business. Please check
one of the following and indicate the number of stores for which you are responding:

Type 1: for profit, independently owned and operated, and fewer
than 21 employees
# of WIC stores
Type 2: for profit, independently owned and operated, fewer than
100 employees OR less than $6 million in annual gross
receipts
# of WIC stores
Type 3 Neither of the above.

# of WIC stores

Summary of proposed DSHS rule changes subject to the economic impact analysis

1. Although the new federal regulations on WIC foods will allow issuance of salmon, mackerel, and sardines as
additions to the canned fish category issued to approximately 8000 women statewide who receive a special
breastfeeding food package, DSHS WIC proposes to only add salmon as an alternative to tuna. WIC
participants, who were surveyed, identified tuna and salmon as preferable to sardines. It was a management
decision not to include mackerel as it is likely to be the least desirable choice among our participants. Tuna will
continue to be an allowable choice.

Do you anticipate any adverse economic impact to your store(s) because mackerel and sardines will not be
offered? If so, please describe (for example, training costs, additional employees to hire, new equipment) and
provide the one-time and ongoing annual costs.

Description:

One-time $ Cost:

Ongoing Annual $ Cost:



2. Although federal regulations on WIC foods will allow issuance of bulgur, barley, brown rice, and soft corn or
whole wheat tortillas in the new mandated whole unprocessed grains group, DSHS WIC proposes not to include
barley and bulgur but will allow all of the other choices. WIC participants, who were surveyed, identified bulgur
and barley as far less preferable than the other choices.

Do you anticipate any adverse economic impact to your store(s) because bulgur and barley will not be offered?
If so, please describe (for example, training costs, additional employees to hire, new equipment, no costs) and
provide the one-time and ongoing annual costs.

Description:

One-time $ Cost:

Ongoing Annual $ Cost:

3. Although federal regulations on WIC foods will allow issuance of canned, dried, frozen, and/or fresh fruits
and vegetables in the new mandated fruits and vegetables group, DSHS WIC proposes not to include dried
fruits and vegetables. WIC participants, who were surveyed, identified dried fruits typically purchased such as
raisins, prunes, and apricots as less preferable than the other choices.

Do you anticipate any adverse economic impact to your store(s) because dried fruits will not be allowed? If so,
please describe (for example, training costs, additional employees to hire, new equipment, no costs) and
provide the one-time and ongoing annual costs.

Description:

One-time $ Cost:

Ongoing Annual $ Cost:

4. DSHS may decide not to issue canned fruits and/or vegetables at least for the first year of operations
because it could be complicated for WIC participants to identify the authorized canned fruits or vegetables
without added sugars, fats, oils, and low sodium or sodium free content as mandated by federal regulations.
Do you anticipate any adverse economic impact to your store(s) because canned items would not be allowed?

If so, please describe (for example, training costs, additional employees to hire, new equipment, no costs) and
provide the one-time and ongoing annual costs.

Description:

One-time $ Cost:

Ongoing Annual $ Cost:



YOU MAY USE ADDITIONAL PAPER IF NECESSARY
NOTE: We estimate the total amount of food dollars available for reimbursement to vendors to
remain stable regardless of which foods are added to the food packages. For example, if the
state does not include sardines and mackerel, clients will purchase tuna or salmon instead. If
the state does not include barley, clients can purchase tortillas, for example.

The following information is optional. We would like to know who completed the survey in case we have any
questions; however, you may submit it anonymously.

Vendor Name:

WIC Account Number:

Person completing the survey:

Title of person completing the survey (e.g. owner, manager, vice-president, etc):

Contact information (phone and/or email):

Mail to: Questions? Contact:
Department of State Health Services Ray Krzesniak
Attn:  Aida Martinez (512) 341-4400 ext. 2200
Nutrition Services or
MC 4554 1-800-252-9629 ext. 2200
P.O. Box 149347
Austin, TX 78714-9347 Ray.Krzesniak@dshs.state.tx.us

Thank you for your participation.

%
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