
Statewide Health Coordinating 
Council (SHCC) Notes 
Thursday, October 26, 2017 

• Attending SHCC members: 

o Jimmy Blanton, M.P.Aff. 

o Carol Boswell, Ed.D., RN, CNE, ANEF, FAAN 

o Kirk Cole 

o Salil Desphande, M.D. 

o Elva Concha LeBlanc, Ph.D. 

o Elizabeth Protas, P.T., Ph.D. 

o D. Bailey Wynne, R.Ph., M.H.A. 

o Yasser Zeid, M.D. 

• There were not enough SHCC members present to establish a quorum, 

so members were unable to act on agenda items 

• Oral Health in Texas presentation – Diane Rhodes, Texas Dental 

Association (TDA) 

o The number of dentists per 100,000 population has been 

increasing in Texas, and the supply is projected to increase 

o A dental education repayment program that helped get dentists 

into HPSAs was cut 

▪ If 4% of the current Texas dentist population served in 

HPSAs, there would be no HPSAs for dentists 

o Texas adults’ utilization of the dentist has been declining, but 

utilization among children is higher than the national average 

▪ Declining utilization among adults is most commonly due 

to cost, followed by adults’ perception of needing to see 

the dentist 

▪ Health literacy and dental benefits are needed 

• SHCC discussion of the 2019-2020 Update to the Texas State Health 

Plan 

o Oral Health 

▪ Celebrate successes in this area, and identify why the 

children’s program is successful 

▪ Use TDA’s information as a resource in the report 

o Health Literacy 

▪ People not understanding or misinterpreting health 

information is a continued area of concern 

▪ Dr. Boswell attended a conference on health literacy 



• Health communication may need to use language 

below the fifth grade level 

▪ Consider cultural competency, language 

▪ Consider health literacy in the education of health 

professionals 

▪ Oral health curriculum for promotores/community health 

workers – TDA has material on this project 

▪ The pharmacy school in Tyler is working on incorporating a 

health literacy component into their program 

▪ Diane Rhodes will send a related rule and bill regarding 

health literacy education requirements to Matt Turner 

o Health Professions Training – Clinical Site Availability 

▪ Lack of clinical site availability is often cited as a reason for 

not increasing enrollment 

▪ TCNWS has data about clinical sites for nursing schools 

▪ Define the scope of health professions 

▪ Reach out to deans of health professions schools regarding 

sites  

▪ Students come from out of state to clinical sites as well; 

consider prioritizing local students for clinical placements 

▪ Collaboration versus competition for clinical sites; 

collaborating may lead to more efficient use of clinical sites 

compared to competing 

o Hospital Trauma Designation 

▪ Facilities may have to downgrade due to the American 

College of Surgeons requirements 

▪ Barriers to obtaining higher trauma center designations 

include costs and difficulties recruiting the required 

specialties 

▪ Consider if these facilities even want the designation 

▪ There was discussion on getting the right trauma levels in 

the right locations 

▪ Obtain information on how many hospitals apply for these 

designations and why hospitals are denied 

▪ How many level 1 trauma centers are needed per x 

population? 

o Other topics to add to the update: 

▪ Supporting FQHCs 

• Concern for FQHCs going out of business, having 

issues with payments 

• Patients who use FQHCs use the ER less often 



o There will be subcommittees for these topics 

• SHCC agency representatives’ reports 

o Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC) - Jimmy 

Blanton, M.P.Aff, discussed: 

▪ Implementing bills 

▪ Quality measures and indicators 

▪ Telemedicine 

▪ Operational planning projects 

▪ Advancing value-based payment in Medicaid 

o Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS)– Kirk Cole 

discussed: 

▪ Public health focus 

▪ The Public Health Action Plan 

▪ Public health service coverage in the state 

▪ DSHS involvement in response to Hurricane Harvey 

▪ Maternal mortality and morbidity and improving outcomes 

▪ Data availability 

• Report on SHCC representation on the HHSC’s E-Health Advisory 

Committee – Salil Deshpande, M.D. discussed: 

o Telehealth legislation 

o Telepharmacy and its impact on medication adherence 

o Texas Health Services Authority to come up with state plan for 

health information exchange 

o The E-Health Advisory Committee will put together a report 

assessing the facilitation of care coordination and savings 

• Physician Workforce Shortage Report presentation of preliminary 

2017-18 findings – Latika Bharadwaj, PhD, and Wenjie Sun, PhD 

o This study addresses primary care physicians and psychiatrists  

o Regional analysis was done by 28 workforce development areas, 

which are affected by commuting patterns, industrial 

composition, locations quotients, and labor force indicators 

o Demand analysis uses BLS projections 

o Supply estimation used DSHS licensure files and the FutureDoc 

forecasting tool 

o The highest shortages of primary care physicians and 

psychiatrists are projected to be in the Gulf Coast, North Texas, 

and Alamo regions in 2025 

• Health Professions Resource Center and SHCC project director’s report 

– Matt Turner, PhD, MPH 

o The Primary Care Office has joined the Health Providers 

Resource Branch  



• Texas Center for Nursing Workforce Studies (TCNWS) Report – Cate 

Campbell, MPH 

o All four employer surveys were administered this year 

o The Nursing Education Program Information Surveys are in 

progress 

o The Workplace Violence Grant Program 

▪ Rules are under development 

o The TCNWS Advisory Committee approved TCNWS’s Operations 

Plan and three new committee appointments whom Dr. Lalji will 

need to formally appoint 

• The next SHCC meeting dates are 3/1/2018, 6/7/2018, and 

10/11/2018 

• Presentations from the meeting will be distributed to the absent 

council members 

 


