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Matt Turner, PhD, MPH, Program Director, HPRC 
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Melinda Abrego 
Juan Escobar 

Sofia Hernandez 
Ellen Martin 
Shana Small 
Jennifer West 

Adriana Zuniga 
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1. Welcome and 
Introductions 

Dr. Lalji called the meeting to order at 10:06 a.m. Dr. Lalji 
welcomed the council and staff members present, who 
introduced themselves. It was announced that the meeting w
be tape recorded as required by the Administrative Procedur
Act and the Open Meetings Act, and that members should 
state their name for the record when making motions. 

ill 
es 

2. Establish A quorum was established. A motion to approve excused 
Quorum and absences was made by Dr. Zeid and seconded by Dr. 
Approval of Rodriguez. The motion carried. 
Excused Absences  

 
Review of 
February 23, 2017 
Agenda 

The agenda was not reordered. A motion to approve the 
agenda was made by Dr. Sherman and seconded by Dr. 
Deshpande. The motion carried. 

3. Approval of 
Minutes from 
October 23, 2016 
Meeting  

No changes or corrections were made to the October 13, 2016 
meeting minutes. A motion to approve the minutes was made 
by Dr. Rodriguez and seconded by Mr. Zakaria. The motion 
carried. 

4. SHCC Agency 
Representatives’ 
Reports 

Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC) – Mr. 
Blanton 

• Mr. Blanton provided an update on the legislative 
session, possible budget cuts for the agency, and the 
agency is promoting a strong workforce, especially in 
primary care. . 

 
Texas Department of Aging and Disability Services (DADS) – 
Ms. Lowery Glenn 

• Ms. Lowery was not present to provide an update. 
 
Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS) – Mr. 
Maples 

• Mr. Maples reported on the transformation still going on 
in DSHS, possible budget cuts, DSHS changing focus 
to only public health, zika, focusing on vital records 
functioning smoothly, and piloting telemedicine in state 
hospitals. 

 
Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB) - Dr. 
Silverman 

• Dr. Silverman discussed the budget hearing for THECB, 
funding for GME expansion, the need for more 
residencies, and successfully receiving a waiver from 
the hiring freeze.  
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5. SHCC 
discussion of 
2019-2020 Update 
to the Texas State 
Health Plan 

SHCC member were invited to discuss potential topics for the 
2019-2020 update to the Htate Health Plan. 

• Mr. Shafir and Dr. Zeid discussed opportunities to 
improve funding and reimbursement opportunities for 
hospitals that could greatly improve access to care.  

• SHCC members discussed the possibility of added 
EHealth to the state plan. 

• Dr. Lalji suggested starting an email thread to discuss 
topics and Dr. Turner would bring the new topics to the 
next meeting.  

6. Report on SHCC 
representation on 
the Health and 
Human Services 
Commission’s E-
Health Advisory 
Committee 

Dr. Deshpande provided an update on the first meeting from 
the E-Health Advisory Committee. 

• The focus of the meeting was the interoperability of 
EHealth records and to provide the opportunity for 2 
more entities to exchange and use records without 
additional burden. 

7. Health 
Professions 
Resource Center 
and SHCC Project 
Director’s Report 

Dr. Turner provided updates on HPRC projects: 
• Analyzing the rural workforce 
• Community profiles 
• SB18 State Plan published 
• Further analysis of SB18 and medical specialties  

9. Texas Center for 
Nursing Workforce 
Studies Report 

Mr. Gonzalez provided updates on Texas Center for Nursing 
Workforce Studies projects: 

• The 2016 Nursing Education Program Information 
Survey reports were approved by the advisory 
committee. 

• Two new members were appointed to the TCNWSAC. 
• All employer surveys will be done concurrently in 2017 

and TCNWS will begin shortly. 
10. Administrative 
Items and Next 
Steps 

• The proposed dates for the next SHCC meetings are 
06/08/2017, and 10/26/2017. 

11. Public 
Comment and 
Adjourn 

Public comments were made about accessing information on 
various health providers.  
 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Dr. Rodriguez 
and seconded by Mr. Shafir. The motion carried.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:43 p.m. 
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