
Texas Statewide Health Coordinating Council (SHCC) 
Minutes of Meeting Held Thursday, February 28, 2019 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Department of State Health Services  
Moreton Building 

 1100 West 49th Street, Room M100 
Austin, TX 78756 

Members Attending 

Jimmy Blanton, M.P.Aff. 
Kirk Cole 

Lourdes Cuellar, M.S., R.Ph. 
Salil Deshpande, M.D. 

Trina Ita, M.A. 
Elva LeBlanc, Ph.D. 

Elizabeth Protas, P.T., Ph.D. 
Melinda Rodriguez, PT, DPT 

Courtney Sherman, DNP, RN, WHNP-BC  
Stacey Silverman, Ph.D. 

D. Bailey Wynne, R.Ph., M.H.A. 
Shaukat Zakaria 

Yasser Zeid, M.D. 
 

Members Absent  

Carol Boswell, Ed.D., RN, CNE, ANEF, FAAN 
Ayeez Lalji (Chair), D.D.S. 

Larry Safir  

Staff Present 

Chris Aker, CHS 
Ann Barnett, MS, MS, Manager, HPRB 

Jessica Cance, MPH, PhD, Manager, Agency Analytics Unit 
Colin Crocker, DSHS 

Erin Doyle, CHS 
Amanda Ingram, MPH, Research Specialist, HPRC 
Lara Lamprecht, Assistant Deputy Commissioner 
Matt Turner, PhD, MPH, Program Director, HPRC 

Lisa Wyman, Director, CHS 
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Public 

Ellen Martin, Texas Nurses Association 
Frank McStay, BSWH 

Christina Phamvu, Methodist Healthcare Ministries 
Leela Rice, Texas Council 

Chris Yanas, Methodist Healthcare Ministries 
 

 

1. Welcome and 
Introductions 

Dr. Protas called the meeting to order at 10:18am. The agenda 
was reordered to begin with item 4 as the SHCC awaited a 
quorum. It was announced that the meeting was being 
conducted in compliance with the Open Meetings Act and was 
webcast, recorded, and is a matter of public record. Members 
were asked to state their name when making comments. Dr. 
Protas called the meeting officially to order at 10:54am. Dr. 
Protas welcomed the council and staff members present, who 
introduced themselves. 

2. Establish 
Quorum and 

A quorum was established.  
 

Approval of 
Excused Absences 

Dr. Lalji, Dr. Boswell, and Mr. Safir requested excused 
absences.  
 
A motion to approve excused absences was made by Dr. 
Rodriguez and seconded by Dr. LeBlanc. The motion carried. 

3. Approval of 
Minutes from 

A review of the October 11, 2018 minutes elicited no revisions. 
 

October 11, 2018 
Meeting  

A motion to approve the minutes was made by Ms. Wynne and 
seconded by Dr. Zeid. The motion carried. 

4. Presentation-
Understanding 
Drug Trends in 
Texas 

Dr. Jessica Cance presented on substance use trends in 
Texas and how they compare to national trends. 

5. SHCC 
Discussion of 

The SHCC discussed the Texas Targeted Opioid Response 
and bills related to mental health. 

Behavioral and 
Mental Health 

6. SHCC Item 6 was moved within item 10. 
Discussion of  
Health Care 
Practice 

7. SHCC The SHCC will move forward with its subcommittees. 
Discussion of 
Health Care 
Finance 
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8. SHCC Agency 
Representatives’ 
Reports 

a. Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC) – Mr. 
Blanton and Ms. Ita 

 Mr. Blanton discussed bills related to Medicaid, 
as well as DSRIP, a strategic plan, and a 
transition plan. 

 Ms. Ita discussed legislation for an adverse 
childhood experience study (ACES).  

 
b. Department of State Health Services (DSHS) – Mr. Cole 

discussed the following items: 

 Bills related to DSHS 

 The public health lab 

 Maternal mortality 

 Vital event records 

 Infectious diseases 

 Data sharing initiative 
 

c. Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB) – 
Dr. Silverman discussed the following items: 

 THECB budget 

 GME expansion funds 

 Senate Bill 10 and other bills of interest 

9. Report on SHCC 
Representation on 
the Health and 
Human Services 
Commission’s E-

Dr. Deshpande provided an update on the E-Health Advisory 
Committee. Dr. Deshpande discussed topics they covered in 
their December 2018 meeting: 

 The discussion on provider incentives will continue, but 
the subcommittee dissolved 

Health Advisory 
Committee 

 Telemedicine, telehealth, and telemonitoring 
subcommittee and Medicaid benefits 

 2019 report topics and related subcommittees 

 Emergency preparedness and response and the use of 
health information technology 

10. Health 
Professions 
Resource Center 
and SHCC Project 
Director’s Report 

Dr. Turner provided updates on the Health Professions 
Resource Center (HPRC) and the Texas Primary Care Office: 

 Dr. Turner discussed bills that may affect the SHCC, the 
HPRC, or other workforce issues. 

 Dr. Turner discussed current projects, including data 
projects, fact sheets, and the Primary Care Office’s 
statewide health needs assessment. 

11. Texas Center 
for Nursing 
Workforce Studies 
Report 

Dr. Turner provided updates on the Texas Center for Nursing 
Workforce Studies projects: 

 The Nursing Education Program Information Survey 
reports for registered nursing and vocational nursing 
programs were approved in the Texas Center for 
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Nursing Workforce Studies Advisory Committee meeting 
on February 27, 2019.  

 Current projects include employer surveys, the grant 
program and survey related to workplace violence 
against nurses, and projects on Texas Health Data. 

12. Administrative 
Items and Next 
Steps 

Dr. Turner discussed travel reimbursement, Brazoria County 
Day, the next SHCC meeting dates on June 6 and October 24, 
and the status of SHCC appointments. 

13. Public Chris Yanas with Methodist Healthcare Ministries discussed a 
Comment and 
Adjourn 

bill related to health literacy. 
 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. Zakaria and 
seconded by Ms. Wynne. The motion carried.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:26 p.m. 

 


