Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) and Funerals
Information Regarding Direct Contact with the Body of Someone Who Died
of COVID-19
COVID-19 is a new disease and we are still learning how it spreads. It may be
possible that a person can get COVID-19 by touching a surface or object that has
the virus on it and then touching their own mouth, nose, or possibly their eyes, but
this is not thought to be the main way the virus spreads. Because of this, people
should consider not touching the body of someone who has died of COVID-19.
Older people and people of all ages with severe underlying health conditions are at
higher risk of developing serious COVID-19 illness.
There may be less of a chance of the virus spreading from certain types of
touching, such as holding the hand or hugging after the body has been prepared for
viewing. Other activities, such as kissing, washing, and shrouding should be
avoided before, during, and after the body has been prepared, if possible. If
washing the body or shrouding are important religious or cultural practices, families
are encouraged to work with their community cultural and religious leaders and
funeral home staff on how to reduce their exposure as much as possible. At a
minimum, people conducting these activities should wear disposable gloves. If
splashing of fluids is expected, additional personal protective equipment (PPE) may
be required (such as disposable gown, faceshield or goggles and facemask).
Cleaning should be conducted in accordance with manufacturer’s instructions for all
cleaning and disinfection products (e.g., concentration, application method and
contact time, etc.). Products with EPA-approved emerging viral pathogens claims
are expected to be effective against COVID-19 based on data for harder to kill
viruses. After removal of PPE, perform hand hygiene by washing hands with soap
and water for at least 20 seconds or using an alcohol-based hand sanitizer that
contains at least 60% alcohol if soap and water are not available. Soap and water
should be used if the hands are visibly soiled
Source: CDC. Available at: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019ncov/faq.html#anchor_1584390222777. Accessed 3/29/2020.
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