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State Health Services Council Meeting 
Department of State Health Services (DSHS) 

909 West 45
th

 Street, Austin, Texas 

Building 2, Public Hearing Room 164 

May 22, 2014 

Minutes 

Council Members Present 

Jacinto Juarez, Ph.D., Laredo – Chair 

Dr. Kirk Calhoun, Tyler  

Dr. Louis Foxhall, Houston 

Rev. William Lovell, Dallas 

Carmen Pagan, McAllen 

Dr. Jeffrey Ross, Houston 

Nancy Townes, Granbury  

Jay Zeidman, Houston 

 

Council Members Not Present 

Dr. David Woolweaver, Harlingen 

 

Visitors: 

Rachel Neyland 

Stacy Wilson – Texas Hospital Association 

Kay Hart – Office of the Governor 

Tom Valentine – TXINSIGHT.com 

Cindy Corley – Texas Environmental Health Association 

Elizabeth Raggio – TMHP 

Tanya Lavelle – Easter Seals  

Kathy Ligon – Center for Public Policy Priorities 

Cynthia Humphrey – Association of Substance Abuse Programs 

Lauren Dimitry – Texans Care for Children 

Clayton Travis – Texans Care for Children 

 

Call to Order – Council Chair, Dr. Jacinto Juarez called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 

1. Approval of February 26-27, 2014 Minutes - Dr. Juarez asked for a motion to approve the minutes of 

the February 26, 2014 work session and the February 27, 2014 meeting.  Motion made by Dr. 

Calhoun, seconded by Mr. Zeidman, motion passed. 

 

2. Commissioner’s Report – Commissioner David Lakey provided a report on the following items:  

 Sunset Review Process 
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 Interim Legislative Charges 

 Legislative Appropriations Request  

 Strategic Plan 

 Cross Agency Projects with other Enterprise agencies and other state agencies across Texas 

 Texas Tobacco Summit to be held at M.D. Anderson in Houston on July 26-27. Dr. Foxhall 

provided comments on the summit, expressed appreciation for input and thanked Dr. Calhoun for 

input and assistance. The summit will look at impact of tobacco on Texans and make every effort 

to protect the upcoming generation from the effects of tobacco. 

 Introduced Lauren Lacefield Lewis, the new Assistant Commissioner of Mental Health and 

Substance Abuse Division 

 Behavioral Health Public Awareness Campaign 

 Flower Mound Cancer Cluster Investigation 

 Smoke Free Policy Update – Phase 1 begins September 1, which targets all Austin Health and 

Human Services (HHS) campuses; Phase 2 will be implemented on March 1, 2015 and will 

implement smoke free policy in all HHS properties throughout Texas. 

 Health Information Systems Governance Redesign Initiative 

 Survey of Employee Engagement – DSHS had a 57% participation rate 

 Moreton Building Update – Ahead of schedule and under budget 

 

Dr. Lakey highlighted the following staff accomplishments: 

 Executive Leadership Academy graduates – Chanteau Ayers, Marcie Becker, Adam Buuck, 

Bonita Childress, Carrie Williams 

 Kathy Perkins – Certificate of Appreciation from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 

for her “tireless and sustained efforts to ensure the safety and integrity of essential safety-net 

health services in North Texas through successful monitoring and implementation of the Parkland 

Hospital Systems Improvement Agreement.”   

 The Texas Mother-Friendly Worksite Program – Has been nationally recognized through an expert 

review process as a practice tested obesity prevention intervention by the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention funded Center for Training and Research Translation. To date, the 

program is the only worksite breastfeeding support initiative to receive this recognition.  

 Julie Stagg, State Women’s Perinatal Health Nurse Consultant and State Breastfeeding 

Coordinator – Selected to participate on the United States Breastfeeding Committee for the 

National Institute for Children’s Health Quality Advisory Committee on Community Support for 

Breastfeeding.  Texas DSHS is the only state entity represented on the committee.  Ms. Stagg also 

has been selected to participate in two national collaboratives administered by the Carolina Global 

Breastfeeding Institute at the University of North Carolina Chapel Hill  the National 

Collaborative for Advancing the Ten Steps and the National Collaborative for Advancing 

Breastfeeding in Child Care. 

 Beverly MacCarty, Office of Title V and Family Health, Family and Community Health Services 

Division – Selected as a presenter for the Unity Conference in Baltimore, Maryland. Her 

presentation is “The Strength Within: Community Health Workers in Texas Health and Social 

Service Systems” on integration of certified community health workers into Texas health and 

social services. 

 Eric Garza, Infectious Disease Prevention Program – Selected as one of the 10 alumni from the 

Texas A&M University Health Science Center, School of Public Health, to be inducted in the 

School’s Alpha Tau Chapter of Delta Omega.   
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 Jill Maughan, Health Promotion and Chronic Disease Prevention Section – Recently nominated 

Chair-Elect of the National Association of Chronic Disease Directors' Cancer Council.  Ms. 

Maughan is the Comprehensive Cancer Control Program Coordinator for DSHS.   

 Dr. David Risser, Dr. Anne Hakenewerth, and Dr. Melanie Williams, Environmental 

Epidemiology and Disease Registries Section – Were co-authors on the article, “All-Cancers 

Mortality Rates Approaching Diseases of the Heart Mortality Rates as Leading Cause of Death in 

Texas,” published in the Southern Medical Journal.  Results indicated that age-adjusted mortality 

rates among Texas residents from heart diseases are showing improvement as compared with the 

rates for all cancers. 

 Peggy Wooten, Director of Social Work for Health Service Region 4 and 5N – Is receiving the 

Lifetime Achievement Award from the National Association of Social Workers (NASW).  Each 

year NASW selects a social worker for this national award to celebrate a lifetime of achievement.  

In honoring the Lifetime Achievement Award recipient, NASW recognizes the best social work 

values and accomplishments demonstrated in the social worker’s lifetime career. 

 

3. Briefing on the Coordinated Strategic Plan - Mike Maples, Deputy Commissioner provided an update 

on the Coordinated Strategic Plan. The presentation can be found at:  

http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/council/agenda.shtm. 

 

The Council members had the following questions and comments: 

 Dr. Calhoun – Thanked Dr. Lakey and leadership for their work. He mentioned Texas Tech Health 

Science Center’s involvement in the Medicaid Waiver program.  Mental health problems in state 

were realized in writing state health plan.  Given that the Sunset report will be released today, was 

the strategic plan shared with the Sunset staff, so that they are on track with what we are planning?  

 Dr. Ross – What are we doing with schools to encourage folks who are going to Texas schools to 

stay in the state to provide healthcare in the future?  Where do we stand in the next ten years?  Are 

we going to have enough providers to take care of our expanding population in the healthcare 

arena?  More and more doctors are retiring in their fifties, this needs definite attention.  The 

registered nurse shortage in the state is a huge issue.  Where do we rank compared to the rest of 

the country?  What about children’s exposure to the substance abuse of their parents?  How do we 

work with those children and those homes to prevent adverse outcomes?  We can use Texas 

School Health Advisory Committee (TSCHAC) as a conduit to help in schools to reach children.  

 Dr. Foxhall – Appreciate inclusion of tobacco control at top of the list as it has a cross cutting 

effect on many of the issues.  Referenced the Report from the Commonwealth Fund on state by 

state health ranking comparison. Have an opportunity to convene multi-agency involvement for 

Tobacco Summit.  

 Dr. Juarez – The number of veterinarians is down and there is a shortage.  People cannot take care 

of their pets; people take care of their pets before they take care of their children.  In Mexico, vet 

care is less expensive and much more available.  There is an over-population of pets and no one to 

take care of them.   

 

Break at 10:20 – Reconvene at 10:33 a.m. 

 

4.  Consent Agenda – Recommend to HHSC the proposal of the following rule actions for public 

comment.  Item 4.b was pulled from the agenda prior to the Council Work Session.  Dr. Ross asked 

that rule 4.c be pulled from the consent agenda and voted on separately.   

a. Repeal of a rules and new rules concerning provider network development 

http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/council/agenda.shtm
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b. Amendments to rules concerning sexually transmitted diseases, including Acquired 

Immunodeficiency Syndrome and Human Immunodeficiency Virus  

c. Amendments to rules concerning the reporting of preventable adverse events 

d. Amendments to rules, repeal of rules, and new rules concerning the Spinal Screening Program 

e. Repeal of rules and new rules concerning the Hemophilia Assistance Program 

f. Amendments to rules, new rules, and repeal of rules concerning the licensing and regulation of 

health professions 

g. Amendment to rules concerning radioactive materials and general requirements and license 

regulations for radiation control 

 

Dr. Juarez asked for a motion to approve the items on the consent agenda and recommend to HHSC 

the proposal of the rule actions for public comment.  Motion made by Rev. Lovell, seconded by Dr. 

Ross, motion passed. 

 

c. Amendments to rules concerning the reporting of preventable adverse events. 

 

The Council members had the following questions or comments: 

 Dr. Ross – Requests that severe harm be clarified at the next meeting and ensure psychological 

reporting is in place.  What is psychological injury according to the states that have implemented 

this rule? Dr. Ross wants to be sure that those individuals who are taking care of these individuals 

are responsible. Dr. Ross indicated he was fine with the rule going forward, but wanted his request 

to be noted for a future meeting. 

 

Dr. Juarez asked for a motion to approve the item and recommend to HHSC the proposal of the rule 

action for public comment.  Motion made by Dr. Ross, seconded by Mr. Zeidman, motion passed. 

 

5. General Public Comment – Dr. Juarez asked for general public comment.   

Public comment provided by Kathy Ligon with the Center for Public Policy Priorities regarding the 

Legislative Appropriations Request.  

 

Dr. Ross requested a report from the TSHAC at the next meeting.  

 

Dr. Juarez asked for a motion to adjourn.  Motion made by Rev. Lovell, seconded by Ms. Pagan.  

Motion passed.  Meeting adjourned at 10:45 a.m.   

 

Next Council meeting is scheduled for August 14, 2014. Council members may attend the Legislative 

Appropriations Stakeholder meeting beginning at 1:00 p.m.  

 

 

 

Approved by: 

 

    August 14, 2014 

_________________________________   ______________________________ 

Jacinto Juarez, Ph.D., Chair     Date 


