
Oral Health and the Basic Screening Survey 

Texas Third Grade Oral Health 
 Basic Screening Survey Results  

Untreated dental decay is readily observed as a breakdown of 
the enamel surface of a tooth. In SY 2008-2009, 42.7 percent 
of third grade public school students in Texas were reported 
to have untreated dental decay. By SY 2012-2013, untreated 
dental decay decreased to 25.9 percent. This difference 
demonstrates a significant decrease in the number of third 
grade public school students in Texas who are experiencing 
untreated dental decay. In SY 2012-2013, Texas met the Na-
tional Healthy People 2020 target of 25.9 percent for the pro-
portion of children aged 6 to 9 years with untreated dental 
decay in their primary or permanent teeth. 

Dental sealants are effective in preventing dental decay and are thin 
plastic coatings applied to the chewing surfaces of the back teeth of 
primary or permanent molars. Dental sealants act as a barrier to pre-
vent dental decay or cavities. The number of third grade public 
school students in Texas who have dental sealants on their teeth has 
increased significantly from 34.4 percent in SY 2008-2009 to 51.0 
percent in SY 2012-2013. Texas met the National Healthy People 
2020 target of 28.1 percent for the proportion of children aged 6 to 9 
years who have received dental sealants on one or more of their per-
manent first molar teeth during both SY 2008-2009 and 2012-2013. 

Oral health is critical to overall health and well-being. Dental disease prevention efforts are important for maintaining good 
oral health in children. If dental disease is left untreated, the pain, discomfort and potential infection can lead to problems 
in eating, speaking, and learning. The Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS) Oral Health Program (OHP) 
conducts a school-based Basic Screening Survey (BSS) every five years to collect oral health data in a way that is con-
sistent with national standards. This consistency enables comparisons of Texas oral health data to national goals or other 
states that may also use the BSS. Below are comparisons from two statewide samples of third grade public school students 
collected in Texas during school years (SY) 2008-2009 and 2012-2013. 

The urgency of need for dental care is used to identify when a child 
should visit the dentist for clinical diagnosis and any necessary 
treatment. Urgent need for dental care is used for children who need 
dental care within 24 to 48 hours because of pain, infection, or 
swelling. If a child needs to see a dentist because of untreated decay 
or a broken or missing filling, but they do not have pain or an infec-
tion, they are classified as needing early dental care. Based on re-
sults from the third grade BSS in Texas, the need for both early and 
urgent dental care has significantly improved  over time from SY 
2008-2009 to SY 2012-2013.  

Dental Sealants 

Urgency of Need for Dental Care 

Untreated Dental Decay 

Prepared by the Texas Department of State Health Services, Division of Family and Community Health Services, Office of Program 
Decision Support (April 2015). 

Association of State and Territorial Dental Directors, 1999 Basic 
Screening Surveys: An Approach to Monitoring Community Oral 
Health, Preschool and School Children, Revised 2008. 
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