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8157.33. Certification.

(a) Certification requirements. A candidate for emergency medical services (EMS)
certification shall:

(2) (No change.)
(2) have a high school diploma or GED certificate;
(A) (No change.)

(B) an emergency care attendant (ECA) who provides emergency medica
care exclusively as a volunteer for alicensed provider or registered FRO is exempt from (8)(2).

(3) (No change)

(4) submit an application, meeting the requirements in 157.3 of thistitle, and the
following nonrefundabl e fees as applicable:

(A) = (C) (No change.)

(5) provide evidence of current active or inactive National Registry certification at
the appropriate level. National Registry First Responder certification is considered the

approprlate correspondlnq certlflcatlon Ievel for ECA [passthe department swritten

(b) Length of certification. A candidate who meets the requirements of subsection (a) of
this section shall be certified for four years beginning on the date of issuance of a certificate and
wallet-size certificate. A candidate must verify current certification before staffing an EMS
vehicle. Certification may be verified by the applicant’ s receipt of the official department
identification card, by using the department’s certification website, or by contacting the
department directly.

(c) Scheduling authority for certification examinations

(1) (No change.)
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(2) Examinations shall be administered at regularly scheduled timesin various
locations across the state. fregional-test-centers]

(3) — (4) (No change.)

(d) Time limits for completing requirements.

(1) Aninitial candidate for certificationfA-candidate] shall complete all
requirements for certification no later than two years feneyear} after the candidate's course
completion date. The application will expire two years from the date the mailed application is
postmarked, or the date a faxed, online submission or hand-delivered application is received at
the department.

(A) The National Registry certification described in (a)(5) of this section
must remain current until the final reguirement for state certification is met.

(B) The applicant shall update the application if any changes occur
between the time of original submission and the time the final requirement for certification is
met.

(2) A candidate who does not complete all requirements for certification within
two years feneyear} of the candidate's initial course completion date must meet the
reguirements of subsection (a) of this section including the completion of another initial couse
to achieve certification.
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(e) Kg}} Non-transferability of certificate. A certificate is not transferable. A duplicate
certificate may be issued if requested with a nonrefundable fee of $10.

) A candldate may apply for a Iower level than the level of National Registry
certlflcatlon held ‘ sdualsy : .

(q) Kb} Voluntary downgrades.

(1) Anindividual who holds a current Texas EMS certification or paramedic
license may be certified at alower level voluntarily for the remainder of {a} the feurrent}
certification period by submitting an application for the lower level certification and the
applicable nonrefundable fee as required in subsection (a)(4) of this section. |}

(2) On the date the downgrade is final, the previous higher level of
certification/license shall be surrendered. To regain the origina higher level of certification, the
candidate shall follow late recertification procedures according to 157.34(d), within one year
after the surrender date.

(h) [(j)] Inactive certification fstatus}. A certified EMT, EMT-I, or EMT-P may make
application to the department for inactive certificationfstatus} at any time during fer-after} the
certification period or within one year after the certificate expiration date fso-teng-asthe

(1) The request for inactive certification fstatus} shall be accompanied by a
nonrefundable fee of $30 in addition to the regular nonrefundable fee in paragraph (a)(4)(A) and
(B) of this section. If the final requirement is completed during the one-year period after
expiration, the application fees listed in 157.34(d) will be required. Volunteers are not exempt
from inactive fees
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(A) Theinactive certification period shall begin upon date of issuance of

the notice of inactive certification and remain in effect until the end of the original active
certification period for those candidates who are currently certified. The candidate' s active
certification is surrendered upon issuance of the notice of inactive certification.

(B) If the candidate is within the final year of active certification and
chooses to renew with inactive certification, the inactive certification begins on the first day after
the expiration of the current active certificate and shall remain in effect for four years.

(C) If the candidate applies during and/or completes the final requirement
for inactive certification within one year after the expiration of active certification, the inactive
certification period shall remain in effect for four years from the date of issuance of the notice of
inactive certification

(3) 4} While on inactive certificationfstatus}, a person shall not practice other
than to act as a bystander rendering first aid or cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) or the use of
an Automated External Defibrillator in the capacity of alayperson. Practicing in any other
capacity for compensation or as a volunteer shall be cause for denial of reentry and
decertification.

(4) K5)}} Anindividual shall not ssmultaneously hold inactive and active fEM-S
personnel} certification.

(i) Reciprocity.

(1) A person who is currently certified by the National Reqgistry but did not
complete a department-approved course may apply for the equal or lower level Texas
certification by submitting a reciprocity application and a nonrefundable fee of $120.

(A) Applicants holding National Registry EM T-intermediate certification
must submit written verification of proficiency of EMT-intermediate skills from an approved
education program.

(B) Nationa Registry first responder certification is not digible for
certification at the Emergency Care Attendant (ECA) level.
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(C) A candidate will not be eligible for reciprocity if the National Registry
certification expires prior to the completion of all requirements for certification as listed in this
section.

(D) A candidate who meets the reguirements of this section shall be
certified for four years beginning on the date of issuance of a certificate and wallet-size
certificate.

(2) A person currently certified by another state may apply may apply for equal or
lower level Texas certification by submitting a reciprocity application and a nonrefundabl e fee of
$120.

(A) The candidate must pass the National Registry assessment exam.

(B) Applicants holding EM T-intermediate National Registry certification
must submit written proof of proficiency on al of the EMT-Intermediate skills signed by a Texas
certified EM S coordinator or instructor.

(C) Reciprocity is not alowed for the Emergency Care Attendant (ECA)

level.

(D) A candidate will not be dligible for reciprocity if the National Reqgistry
certification expires prior to the completion of all requirements for certification as listed in this
section.

(E) A candidate who meets the reguirements of this section shall be
certified for four years beginning on the date of issuance of a certificate and wallet-size
certificate.

(3) Personnel receiving department issued certification through reciprocity must
recertify prior to the expiration of the certificate by following the requirements in §157.34 of this
chapter.

(1) EB} Equivaency.

(1) Candidates meeting the following criteria may apply for certification only
through the eguivalency process as described in this subsection:

(A) an individua who completed EMS training outside the United States

or its possessions;

(B) an individual who is certified or licensed in another healthcare

discipline;
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(C) an individual whose department issued EM S certification or license
has been expired for more than one year, or;

(D) an individual who has held department issued inactive certification for
more than four years

(2) A candidate applying for certification by equivalency shall:

(A) submit a copy of the curriculum and work history completed by the
candidate to aregionally accredited post secondary institution approved by the department to
sponsor an EM S education program for its review:;

(B) Obtain a course completion document that verifies that the programis
satisfied that all curriculum requirements have been met. Evaluations of curricula conducted by
post secondary educational institutions under this subsection shall be consistent with the
institution's established policies and procedures for awarding credit by transfer or advanced

placement.

(C) The candidate may then apply for initial certification with the
department as described in 157.33(a).
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(K) Ho)} For all applications and renewal applications, the department ferthebeard]} is
authorized to collect subscription and convenience fees, in amounts determined by the Texas

Online Authority, to recover costs associated with application and renewal application
processing through Texas Online. (No change.)
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